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Gore’s Anti-Gun Agenda 


W hat’s in the future for the anti¬ 
gun agenda should A1 Gore be 
elected president? Just drop by 
the web site for Handgun Control, Inc. to 
find out. 

There’s only a short interval from the 
keyboards at HCI to the lips of the President 
and Vice President. On their site, you’ll find 
details about what comes next — but not 
what comes after that. Nor will you find any 
details on what HCI Chair Sarah Brady says 
is her long-term objective: a “needs-based 
licensing” system, in which gun ownership 
is allowed only when the police determine 
that the would-be owner “needs” the gun. 

What would the Gore Administration 
push for, if it achieved the current items on 
the anti-gun agenda? 

Perhaps the best guide is the 1994 report 
of the White House Working Group, a 
secret memo which was uncovered by U.S. 
News & World Report. Here’s the long-term 
strategy. 

First, attack the nonexistent “gun show 
loop hole” is only a warm-up. The ultimate 
objective is to abolish all firearms privacy. 
Every firearms transfer — including a Christ¬ 
mas gift from one’s cousin — would have to 
be routed through a federally licensed deal¬ 
er, and recorded by the government. 

A government license would also be 
needed to purchase ammunition. 

All currently owned firearms would 
have to be registered with the federal gov¬ 
ernment, and a non-registration would be a 
federal crime. During the Democrat pri¬ 
maries, Bill Bradely called for national gun 
registration, while Gore rejected Bradely’s 
plan as politically unrealistic. Gore was cor¬ 
rect; for registration to be politically possi¬ 
ble, it needs to be built on an existing sys¬ 
tem of licensing. Salami tactics are the 
essence of successful gun control. 

The Clinton/Gore proposal for a nation¬ 
al ID card for handgun purchasers is a sen¬ 
sible “moderate” and “common sense” step 
toward the goal of total licensing and regis¬ 
tration for all guns. Politically speaking, it 


is best in the initial stages of gun licensing 
can be implemented liberally (as rifle 
licensing was in Britain in the 1920s and 
30s) so that most people can get the license. 
Once licensing is in place, the bureaucracy 
can take care of gradually tightening the 
licensing process (without ever needing to 
ask the legislature to change the law), so 
that hardly anyone qualifies for a license (as 
rifle licensing is enforced in Britain). 

While the White House licensing and 
registration system would apply to all guns, 
especially strict rule would be imposed on 
owners of handguns and self-loading long 
guns (such as the Marlin Camp Carbine or 
the Ruger .22 rifles). Appropriating a term 
of art from Canadian gun law, the White 
House would designate all handguns and all 
self loading long guns as “restricted 
weapons.” Owners of “restricted weapons” 
could possess them only at home, at work 
or at a target range. 

In other words, it would be a federal crime 
to go bird-hunting with a Remington 1100 
shotgun. Handgun hunting, which is legal in 
every state in the union, would vanish. 

President Clinton and Vice President 
Gore strenuously insist that none of the 
laws which they have signed, and none of 
the regulations they have created, have 
interfered with hunting. Although Clinton 
and Gore are not correct in their claim, their 
“restricted weapons” agenda would remove 
their pro-hunting mask, and take away the 
primary sporting arms of millions of 
American hunters. 

It would also be a federal crime to carry 
a handgun in public for protection — even 
for people with state licenses authorizing 
them to carry. 

The White House memo also recom¬ 
mends consideration of a federal law to out¬ 
law “the carrying of firearms in ... work 
sites.” The White House proposal would 
override current laws in many states, which 
allows a person running a dry cleaning shop 

Continued on page 72 
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A Photo History of the Secret Wars 



SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY OF THE SECRET WARS 
by John L Plaster 

In 1972, when the top-secret Studies and Observations Group was 
disbanded, the U.S. military ordered its thousands of photos and doc¬ 
uments burned so that a book like this would not be possible. But 
some SOG veterans had brought 
back with them personal copies of 
“official" photos of SOG in action, 
as well as snapshots, and kept 
them secret for more than three 
decades. While writing his history 
of SOG, John Plaster contacted his 
secret-war comrades and uncov¬ 
ered this wealth of never-before- 
seen photos. More than 700 photos 
bring to life the stories of the SOG 
heroes whose names had only 
been whispered before, as well as 
all 10 Medal of Honor winners. See 
for yourself what really happened 
behind the lines: Operation Tailwind, Son Tav, Hatchet Force opera¬ 
tions, Bright Light rescues, HALO insertions, string extractions and 
much more. Includes first ever photos of U.S. forgeries of enemy 
documents! 81/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 496 pp. 

#10011187 $ 79.95 



The most amazing special ops photo collection ever! 



Far left: Hatchet Force 
troops advance along a 
Ho Cni Mint; Trail side 
road, 1967: 

Upper left: U.S. Navy 
SEAL Barry Enoch dur¬ 
ing a raid in the 
Mekong Delta. SOG 
employed SEALS on 
numerous POW rescue 
attempts In the Delta. 

Lower left: CCC RT 
members ride ladders 
after emergency 
extraction horn Laos. 
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THE COMPLETE .50-CALIBER SNIPER COURSE 
Hard-Target Interdiction 
by Dean Michaelis 

Nowhere are the big guns covered in more detail. Michaelis, a former sniping 
instructor with U.S. Army Special Forces, has developed a comprehensive course to 
teach every aspect of the sniper’s art. Includes the author's exclusive program of 
instruction and details on the history, equipment and training of hard-target interdic¬ 
tion. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 57S pp. #10011336 $60.00 


BYTE ME! 
Hayduke’s Guide to 
Computer-Generated Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Your enemies will be roadklll on the Information Superhighway 
with this hilarious guide from revenge master George Hayduke, 
the man who put the URL in HURL 1 From sneaky tricks to major 
meltdowns, team dozens of ways to turn your mark’s own com¬ 
puter, fax machine and phone against him! For enter¬ 
tainment purposes only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 160 pp. #10011674 $19.85 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS TARGET INTERDICTION CDURSE 
Sniper Trainingand Employment 

This is the official manual used by the U.S. Army to train snipers in support of 
Special Operations Forces (SOF) missions. It covers sniper team selection, organi¬ 
zation and employment; equipment requirements; marksmanship training; field 
skills; terrain considerations; ammunition and more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, illus.. 

560 pp. #10010783 $50-00 
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DD-IT-YDURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the 
Most Effective Antibiotics, 
Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs .. 
Without Costly Doctors’ 
Prescriptions ar Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instruc¬ 
tions for securing and using the 
very latest drugs and supplies from 
mail order suppliers, animal health 
centers, military dispensaries for¬ 
eign pharmacies, and other unusu¬ 
al sources. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 128 pp. 
#10008266 $20.00 



THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge 
books! You’d have to buy more 
than 25 books to get all the wit 
and wisdom contained in this 
compilation from the best of 
Paladin’s revenge books. Don’t be 
fooled by cheap imitators that 
claim to know how to get even. 
Paladin Is still your revenge 
source when you need to even 
the score with nosy neighbors, 
bungling bureaucrats, snarly 
clerks or other pests. For enter¬ 
tainment purposes only. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $20.00 
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How.- la CrrcSr o 
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THE MDDERN 
IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity 
for Privacy and 
Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charred 
Finally, here is an all-new 
instruction book on how to 
obtain a new identity, produce 
supporting documents for it and 
use it safely in today's society. 
Learn how to get Social Security 
numbers driver's licenses and 
more. For academic study only. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 

152 pp. 

#1WM712 $20.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-466-6868 OR 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. FREE 80-PAGE CATALOG CONTAINING MORE THAN 700 TITLES. 

PALADIN PRESS' 


PALADIN PRESS* • P.0. BOX 1307-0IS < 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Tactical Reality: An Uncommon Look at Common-Sense 
Firearms Training and Tactics . .#10011013 « . .$30.00 
The Official Soviet 

Mosin-Nagant Rifle Manual .. .#10011716_$19.00 

Disk Detective: Secrets You Must Know 
to Recover Information 

from a Computer . ........ .#10009900 .,. .$20.00 

Waco: The Rules 

of Engagement (video).#10009322 . . .$29.95 

The Book on Bookies: An Inside Look 
at a Successful Sports 

Gambling Operation ....... .#10011500 . .$18.00 


VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE REPLACED. 


BOULDER, CO 80306 

■I 


PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 


SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 


RESPONSE CODE: OIS 



MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE • DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED • VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.PALADIN-PRESS.COM 


SEPTEMBER 2000 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


www.sofmag.CDm 


5 
































































Love The Mag And RKB 

Love your magazine. 
Congrats R.K. Brown on 
re-election to the NRA 
Board. You’re a good 
man. I took your advice 
and upgraded my NRA 
membership to life, joined 
a shooting range/ gun club 
and became active in the 
fight to keep the Second Amendment alive. 

Gary A. Swain 
Manahawkin, NJ 



I found an article in 
one of the SOF magazines 
in the “Adventure Quar¬ 
termaster” section where 
you had tested and given a 
good report on a rifle 
scope by the leather works 
[sic] corporation. I now 
can’t find any information 
on this particular scope? Any help in the 
matter would be greatly appreciated. I enjoy 
reading SOF every month. 

Janett McGary 
via E-mail 


The writeup you refer to was probably 
the recent mention of Jim LeatherwoocTs 
new Leatherwood Sporter™ Self-Ranging 
rifle scope, which is an automatic-ranging 
scope that accommodates a variety of cal¬ 
ibers and loads by the use of a precise 
quick-change cam ring ; An innovative 
design engineer, Leatherwood’s name 
became well-known relative to rifle scopes 
when he invented the Leatherwood ART 
(automatic ranging telescope) scope 
mount before serving as an infantry officer 
in Vietnam; the Army issued the 
Leatherwood ART-TEL, and Leatherwood 
subsequently developed the ART II and 
MPC (Military Police Civilian) scope . 

His new Leatherwood Sporter™ scope 
is a novel and unique departure for rifle 
scopes — news because one scope serves a 
variety of calibers or loads without switch¬ 
ing cams . For further information you can 
contact local dealer or check his web site at 
leatherwoodoptics.com . 



I really enjoyed Dick Culver’s article 
“Front Sight... Press” and it made me think 
of another officer’s favorite handgun — a 
.25. 

I had 15 months of combat in Korea as 
an intelligence officer. In March 1952 I was 
loaned to the Korean Army for three months 
to work on their intelligence capability. One 
day I noticed a major 
in Korean Intelli¬ 
gence carefully clean¬ 
ing and lubricating a 
miniature .25 auto. I 
was wearing my .45 
in a shoulder holster. 

I pointed to his lit¬ 
tle .25 and shaking 
my head said, “too 
small.” He smiled as 
he lovingly patted the 
.25 and said, “a very 
nice little gun.” 

Then he went on 
to tell me that the 
previous month he 
was on a mission 
behind the Chinese 
lines and was cap¬ 
tured. Two Chinese 
soldiers were escort¬ 
ing him farther to the 
rear. The preliminary 
search failed to find 





the little .25 hidden between his shoulder 
blades. His guards were a bit careless and he 
was able to get his .25 and after shooting 
both his guards, returned to our lines. I had 
to agree that it was a nice little gun. 

Oscar Stroh 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Vote, Vote, Vote 

I would like to know which of the candi¬ 
dates would Soldier Of Fortune recommend 
for President, Bush or Gore? I now you can 
only suggest, but I read your magazine 
every month, and like the editorials the best, 
thus trust your judgment. 

Constance A. McClussy 

Haddonfield, NJ 

Based on their Second Amendment 
stands if nothing else, we feel it is crucial 
that George W. Bush be elected over 
Gore. And to do this we have to get out the 
vote: Make sure you are registered, then 
make sure your friends and family are 
registered, and that they get out of their 
chairs and get to the polls on election day. 
Never before has the entire Bill of Rights 
been so vulnerable: This election is 
absolutely crucial 


Heh, Heh, Heh 

So, what do you think of a president who 
can’t even be an Arkansas lawyer? 

Fred Devins 
via E-mail 

Same as we always did: not much . 


Readers to the Rescue 

In response to a read¬ 
er question in your June 
2000 issue, concerning a 
manufacturer of outdoor 
equipment named Lon¬ 
don Bridge, here is the 
mailing address and 
phone number of the 
company: 

London Bridge Tradings Company 
3509 Virginia Beach Blvd. 
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Military & Technical ^3 
Manuals On CD ROM 


These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


Marines! $19.95* 

This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 

Drill & Ceremonies, and more.. 

Ranger Training $19.95 ' (Manuals & Movie!) 

All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, First Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 




FM-200 $19.95 * 

A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 


Spec Ops $19.95* 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 


FM-50G $19.95 * v I 

This CD includes manuals for the SKS, MIGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911A1 Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals, 

E.O.D. $19.95 * 

This CD contains the Improvised Munitions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. 

Medics $19.95 * 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aid mans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First Aid fqr Soldiers, The Special 
Forces, Medical Handbook and more. 

Skills $19.95* 

A collection of skill training manuals as only the Armed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation, Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW-TO manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step instructions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a^wall, pour a foundation, add a room, design and build a complete structure. IPs all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 * / 

A collection of TMs for the WillysM B, M38, M38A, M170, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19.95 * 

A collection of TMs for M37, M43, M201,M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 
Also parts listing, tools .and more. 


Call toll free to order 

1 - 800 - 321-2974 


Visit our web site for a complete listing 
of all manuals oil our CU-ROMS 

http^/w 

/ 

* Plea^T 
e-mail: 



You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
PMB321 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE 19707 


handling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome, 
m Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 Fax: 1-610-268-0466 


Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
Phone: 757-498-0207 
Fax: 757-498-0059 

John E. Ritenour 

Our thanks to the legion of loyal London 
Bridge Customers who wrote, faxed and e- 
mailed us their address! 


How Much Powei^? 

I am a young college student giving a 
research paper on gun control in America. I 
would like to ask how Soldier Of Fortune 
stands on gun control and how much author¬ 
ity the government should have (if any) over 
the buy and sell of guns. Thank you. 

Chris 

via E-mail 

Our position is that “gun control ” per se 
has very little effect on keeping the guns out 
of the hands of criminals, since, being crim¬ 
inals, they do not abide by the law. As for 
how much authority the government (we 
assume you mean the federal government) 
should have over the buy-and-sell, we think 
it should have no more power than granted 
it by the Constitution. The Constitution 
clearly states the federal government cannot 
even infringe upon the right of the citizens to 
keep and bear arms. However, the federal 


government is authorized to regulate inter¬ 
state commerce, and it has the ability to tax. 
It is under the interstate commerce provi¬ 
sions, and tax laws, that existing federal 
gun regulations have been written. Whether 
or not existing federal laws and regulations 
are within the intent of the interstate com¬ 
merce provisions is open to debate; it cer¬ 
tainly seems they are not within the spirit of 
the Bill of Rights, and the power to tax is not 
being used to raise revenue as was intend¬ 
ed, but to prohibit. 


Bash Bashing 

5 I feel compelled to 

FffiSrliw s P ealc out on be ^ a ^ °f the 

many women who serve 
honorably and credibly in 
our Armed Forces. Fred 
Reed’s article took our 
hard-won respect down a 
few notches. Although 
his point is well taken 
that certain people are not cut out for cer¬ 
tain jobs, a few bad apples can spoil it for 
the rest. 

Over the years I have worn the uniform 
of three different branches: Army, Vietnam- 
era; Navy, with much duty at Camp 
Pendleton with the Marines; and now in an 
Air Force tactical aerovac squadron. I have 
encountered many impressive men and 
women in the military. On the other hand, I 


have also met various jerks, wimps, and 
wussies of both genders who range from the 
useless to embarrassing burdens. The letters 
printed in Reed’s article lament how women 
strain the “social welfare system” within the 
military. May I point out that many a First 
Sergeant has had major headaches dealing 
with male soldiers “with attitudes,” for 
fighting and brawling, drunk and disorderly, 
refusing vaccinations, not to mention inter¬ 
national headline-grabbing reports of rape. 

We all understand that this represents 
only a small percentage of the troops, and 
that the majority continue to serve profes¬ 
sionally day in and day out. This includes 
the vital resources of the female component 
of today’s military. 

For those of you who still object to 
women in uniform, I apologize for being 
such a nuisance to you, but hold your dis¬ 
dain. If you ever get injured out there in 
some far-flung AO it might be me who flies 
in, risking my own neck to save your sorry 
macho ass! 

Captain Debbie Golden 

Of course, physical courage is not gen¬ 
der-based, nor did Reed say it was. Physical 
strength, however, in very sweeping terms, 
is. The objections were to troops who do not 
have the physical ability for a specific MOS 

Continued on page 12 


FIVE STAR FITNESS -- AUTHENTIC MILITARY PT 


Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD IS Workout. Guaranteed! 




1 - 800 - 906-1234 

Send check or M/0 to: getfitnow-com Inc., 456 Ritchie Hwy_, Suite H, Severna Parti, MD 21146 


Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one...you need 
this book and video . 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and tipped 
frogman in no time . This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUDfS, 

It really works! 

Call Now! 


ALSO AVAILABLE 



BATES 


The Official 
Training Boot 
of the 
US Navy 
SEALs 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12,13,14,15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 



www.getfitnow.com 
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Dehydration is the #1 factor of heat stress. 
You've felt the effects of not having enough 
water; thirst, headache, fatigue, loss of 
endurance. The Hands-free CamelBak 
Hydration System is the best way to stay 
hydrated. It lets you drink while on the move 
and carry enough water. With water capaci¬ 
ties to 100 oz./3 liters, and cargo space up to 
1900 cubic inches, there is a CamelBak 
Hydration System for all missions. 



The new 2000 Maximum™ Gear hydration line 
has been completely redesigned with rugged 
1000D nylon, heavy duty zippers, double- 
stitched seams, drag handles, upgraded har¬ 
nesses and construction to withstand the rig¬ 
ors of combat. The new 100 oz. Storm™ fits 
into packs and is standard issue with the new 
MOLLE system. The low profile 72 oz. 
Stealth™ fits under gear and is great for oper¬ 
ating in cramped spaces. The full featured 


100 oz. Motherlode™ is designed for multi¬ 
day tactical missions. CamelBak has the best 
hydration components in the business. 
CamelBak’s rugged, collapsible polyurethane 
reservoirs feature new Screw Cap closures 
for leakproof performance. The Big Bite™ 
Valve offers double the flow of the previous 
design, and is now positioned for easier use 
with the new Ergo Angle™. For more info, Call 
or e-mail for a free catalog! 




=GSA* 


H.A.W.G.™ 


Motherlode™ 


M.U.L.E™ 



Storm™ 
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SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 


“The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter" 



Sources for ALL automatic knives! 

•Rare and scarce antiques. 

• American-ltalian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 

• Exotic handcrafted customs. 


A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

♦ Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos^ 
♦Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features' 

Now in our NINTH YEAR! 




TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 

2269 Chestnut St., PMB 212-A 
For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 


to be assigned to that MOS because they are 
women, and we have to pretend all abilities 
are equal, when they are not. Everyone 
seems to agree that gender should not make 
any difference: One standard should apply 
— ability. Can you imagine a skinny guy 
wanting different standards to apply to him 
because he was skinny? Nothing in Reed's 
article was an objection to women in uni¬ 
form. The objection was to inability in uni¬ 
form, when gender is used as the basis for a 
double standard to excuse it. As for the 
rapists you mention, any sexual predator — 
from the Commander in Chief on down — 
ought to be behind bars. 

When this old coot was in uniform, if a 
person couldn't hump a 4.2 he became a 
truck driver; if he couldn't see well enough 
to be a pilot he became a maintenance offi¬ 
cer. And if some troop brought in a string of 
DRs the first shirt would either square him 
away or get him a 208. The perception is, 
however, that now there are excuses. And 
among incompetent females the gender card 
is an easy one to play. They are not incom¬ 
petent because they are female, but these 
particular incompetents have this particu¬ 
lar card, and when they play it, I am really 
surprised the squared-away troops who 
happen to be female don't really jump them. 

But then, I’m also surprised when some 
jerk (usually male) harasses a female troop 
and his buds don't shape him up, on the 
spot. In short, Reed's story had to do with 
female incompetence, not female troops. 
Anybody with any wits would want every¬ 
body in uniform to get a fair shake, but 
when some get a fair shake with kid gloves, 
it's hard on morale. Maybe SOF should do 
a story on male incompetence? We could 
probably do a series! 


Shame On All of Us 

I am a first-time reader of your July 
issue and I am incredibly disgusted, but not 
shocked, by the woman-bashing you 
allowed weak-minded men to do [in] your 
magazine. I went through Army basic train¬ 
ing and AIT and I have run across a few lazy 
female soldiers who are there only to find a 
husband, but there are thousands more like 
myself who are clean, moral, tough, confi¬ 
dent and competent at their jobs. 

Now I have run across many male sol¬ 
diers, or should I say little boys, who have 
the same woman hating, Neanderthal, sex¬ 
ist, immature attitude and most of them 
were at Aberdeen Proving Ground and half 
of those are now serving time at 
Leavenworth for kidnapping, sodomy, and 
rape of their fellow soldiers. 

The attitude toward competent women 
in the military needs to change because we 
are not going anywhere and instead of tak¬ 
ing your ill placed frustrations out on ALL 
of the women in the military, try standing up 
to those few who are ruining it for the rest 
of us. We all know that ignorance, incompe¬ 
tence, and laziness is the sole blame of the 
female soldiers, right?!! 
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"C" What You've Been Missing! 


When speed counts as 
much as accuracy... 


nothing keeps you on target like 
Clock's complete line of rum penciled 
pistols. Available in Full-size and compact 
models - in five popular calibers - these 
pistols have CLOCK'S revolutionary parallel 
port compensation system, Hus innovative 
integral compensation system not only reduces 
muzzle flip and fell recoil, it also aids in quicker 
second-shot target 

acquisition. Ai ^ 


©GLOCKJnc, 1998 


PERFECTION 


Available at a GLOCK Stocking Dealer near you. 


From the first shot to 
the last, get improved 
shot speed and minimum 
muzzle rise with little 
or no loss of velocity. 










Now on to the real point of this: Let us 
never forget the women of WWI, WW2, 
Korea, Vietnam, and Desert Storm who 
gave their all at the horribly bloody 
M.A.S.H. units, flew supply planes and got 
shot down, lost their lives, went to be 
trained at all sorts of industrial jobs to help 
support the war effort and the boys. 

I find it disrespectful and hateful to the 
memory of those women and to the 
women of today to make a generalized 
statement based on a select few. 
Furthermore, I do not give credence to all 
male soldier who bash women in the mil¬ 
itary and then show their lack of true 
commitment to their views by not printing 
their names. 

Shame on all of you. 

Natalie Ellie 

Well, at least we share an admiration for 
the women of courage and accomplishment 
you mention. Do you think many of them 
would share your thoughts? If you are com¬ 
petent, why do you take such offense at our 
criticism of the incompetent? Shouldn't you 
he critical of them also? You know, like our 
condemnation of our gender who are now in 
Leavenworth where they belong? 


More Home Defense 

I am an American of African-Amer¬ 


ican descent and a USMC Vietnam veter¬ 
an who has enjoyed for years your maga¬ 
zine. I’m glad of your position on the 2nd 
Amendment and America First. I would 
like to see more input from other minori¬ 
ties in your mag. I know you have before. 
I would just like to see a little more. 

I know your magazine has always been 
open and fair about American issues and 
concerns especially about Slick Willie 
and Hillary. I would also like to see more 
reporting on weapons for the civilian 
community, like more on home defense 
and semi-autos, ammo and the like. 
Please continue this great magazine for 
those on duty and the many vets of all 
races who enjoy your mag. 

Semper fi. 

Jao A. Dobbs 

Via E-Mail 


Remember Fallen Warriors 

I have been one of the people who has 
been with SOF since the beginning of the 
magazine. I even wrote some stories about 
my adventures in the RLI and SADR 
Perhaps for the 25th anniversary SOF could 
reprint some of the bios of our fallen 
friends: Bob MacKenzie, Barry Sadler, 
Lance Motley, Mike Echanis, George 
Bacon and Craig Nunn. I am sure there are 
some readers of SOF who have never heard 


of the exploits of our friends. 

Take care, Bob. I look forward to the 
next 25 years. 

Youre aye, 

Ken Gaudet 

173D Abn, RLI, 44 Para SADF 


Products for Review 

I enjoy your magazine. I’ve been an avid 
reader since the late 1980s. I live in Canada 
and sometimes I’ve had problems finding 
your issues at the newsstand but now things 
seem better. 

I’m writing to you in regards to the prod¬ 
ucts my company manufactures. I was won¬ 
dering how do I go about having your mag¬ 
azine make a review on my company’s 
products. We manufacture custom-made 
Ghillie suits. 

Andy LeBlanc, UCD Industries 

www.ucdindustries.com 

Products for editorial review can be sent 
to either Don McLean or Dwight Swift at 
SOF, 5735 E. Arapahoe Rd., Suite A-5, 
Boulder, CO 80303. Food products should 
be addressed only to Don McLean. A phone 
call is a good idea beforehand, so we can 
discuss whether the subject product would 
be of interest to SOF readers. Ghillie suits 
would be, of course. X 
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SUPER SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
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SESAMEE DECODER 


DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS 


Catalog $3.00 — FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 

Money Orders ship same day received. 

All major credit cards accepted. 



INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 

1-L0CKGUN 

1 -ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 
‘LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED’ 

A VALUE OF $124.40 


mstiPFR spmrn 

£ 79 . 98 , 
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ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 


¥ 


The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 


Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 

P.0. Box 68, Dept. SF9 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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Steyr SBS Tactical 


Steyr SSG Tactical 


The Steyr Tactical Line-Up--unquestionably the most comprehensive in the world. 

From the proven SSG's to the innovative Scouts and all-new expanded SBS family, Steyr offers over 
twenty-five extremely accurate, incredibly reliable models. For your every tactical firearm need, choose Steyr. 
Absolutely no one makes as many tactical firearms. And no one does it so well. That’s why Steyr is the top choice of 
elite law enforcement and military forces worldwide. Tactical Leaders. World Beaters! 


For a free Steyr Tactical brochure write: GSI Inc. Dept. SO, 7661 Commerce Lane, P.O. Box129, Tmssville, AL 35173 or call (205) 655-8299. 
For a Steyr armpatch and brochure, send $3.00 to the address above. Visit our website at www.GSIfirearms.com 


World Beaters. 
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CRIMINALS 
LOVE 
TRIGGER 
LOCKS 


Jews for the Preservation of Firearm Ownership, Inc. 

(262) 673-9745 * www.jpfo.org 


One of our favorite tell-it-like-it-is, let-the-chips-fall-where-they-may gun 
rights organizations has always been Jews for the Preservation of 
Firearms Ownership (JPFO). One of their recent projects is in-your-face 
billboards that bring a succinct message to those traveling the 
American byways. Like what you see here? If you or your organization 
want to put up one in your locale, JPFO will split the cost with you. For 
details, give Aaron Zelman a call at 414-673-9745; or fax 414-673-9746. 


Aussie Commandos Get M4A5 Carbines 

The 4th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, the Australian 
Army’s full-time commando unit, is getting several hundred Colt 
M4A5 carbines as part of a unit re-equipping program designed to 
improve combat capabilities before scheduled operational deploy¬ 
ments take place later this year. 


Ivan In Afghanistan, Again? 

Russian presidential spokesman for the Chechnya war, Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky, said in late May that Russian intelligence sources 
had evidence that Afghanistan’s Taliban regime is giving the 
Chechnyan rebels weapons and troops. Because of this, he said, he 
could not rule out “the possibility of preventive strikes [against 
Afghanistan] if a real threat to Russia’s national interest develops.” 


MPM Tips Scales... Toward Common Sense? 

At 24.5 pounds, the Army Materiel Command’s newest project¬ 
ed gee-whiz — the Multipurpose Individual Munition (MPIM) — 
may be rejected by the Army Training and Doctrine Command. 
Willing to put up with troops having to hump a 20-pound weapon, 
the ATDC has balked at the 24.5-pound weight of the MPIM, driven 
up by the weight of the ammunition it is supposed to fire. 

The Army Infantry Center originally wanted the new weapon to 
weigh between 10-12 pounds when it drew up the requirements in 
1994, but congressional guidance required the Army to merge its 
new weapons program with the USMC Predator program, a new 
shoulder-fired munition designed to defeat armor. Using a common 
flight module with the man-portable version of the Predator, the 
MPIM short-range assault weapon is designed to defeat double-rein¬ 
forced concrete, triple brick walls and lightly armored vehicles. 



PILOTS QUARTS 
CHRONQ £230.00 


wiryJprMd goberde^n 
■Genuine E90.C.Q 
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Buffalo Special 6 shirt 
Olka or Black £ 84.99 High 
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wlndproof. Used by 
British soldiers. 


1959 pattern Denison 
smock £90.00 4 press stud 
pockets and jump flap, 
wool lined collar, wool cuffs 
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BOAT SERVICES 
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PLCE Rucksack 125ltr 
E 170.00 

Also avail. Soldier 2000 
patrol pack £75.00 


Soldier '95 PLCE DPM Tactical 
Assualt Vest £ 125.00 - All types 
of webbing stocked. 


Snugpak Merlin Softie 3 
Sleeping Bag 2 season, 
very popular with British 
farces £ 59.99 


Suppliers to the military 

0 Swiss made 
0 Backed by 2 year warranty 
0 Tritium luminous 
0 9 models to choose from 

0 Worldwide Sales Silvermans Ltd. 

0 Highly accurate Quartz or 

17 jewel mechanical movements 


Goretex Boot 
liners 

British Army 
Issue, designed 
to fit any boot 
for 100% 
waterproof. 
Great Value 
k £20.00 


British Army 
Pro Boot £115 
Latest army issue, 
^ woterproof, 
■K insulated 
& very 

HPF lightweight 


PILOTS MECHANICAL 
CHRONO £350.00 


SILVERMANS LTD 


Fax:01?1 791 0008 
Email: SO F@m Hilary .co.u k 


2 Harford Street, Milo End 
London El 4PS 
England 


over 50 years of service to the services 


prices subject to current cat 
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internet:www.military.co.uk 
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“An absolutely superb cover for the soldier's The Combat Cover is the first water-repellent, 
most valued tool. I wish we had it sooner” silent fabric concealment system for IVH6s, 

shotguns and scoped Pities 

piombat Covers are lightweight, whisper-quiet, quick and easy to 
t# put on and incredibly tough. They feature a state-of-the-art, 
impermeable laminated fabric that sheds water day in and day out. 

Combat Covers are great for camouflage situations and for 
keeping your weapon protected from the elements after cleaning. 


From the makers of 

Innovative Sports, Inc., PO Box 2267 Greer, SC 29652 
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Officials at the Aviation and Missile Command at Redstone 
Arsenal say they cannot make the weapon lighter than 24.5 pounds. 

A fire-and-forget weapon, the MPIM comprises a disposable 
launcher/carry case and has an optical sight providing 2.5 power mag¬ 
nification. The effective range against enemy installations or troops is 
475 yards and its capabilities would be useful for infantry — but as 
Maj. Jim Smith of the Infantry Center noted, “we ask our soldier to 
carry a lot of weight... every ounce makes a difference.” The USMC 
Predator was being tested at three bases through the end of June. 


Birds Of A Feather? 

According to the Russian press, Yugoslav Defense Minister and 
indicted war criminal Dragoljub Ojdanic visited Moscow the second 
week in May to discuss Balkan and Kosovo security with Russian 
defense officials. 

Ms. Carla del Ponte, chief prosecutor for the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Yugoslavia, in the Hague, said that if these reports were 
true, she would ask Russian authorities why they had welcomed an 
individual indicted by the tribunal and had not arrested him. 


Nookie For NATO? 

A report by Radio Free Europe focuses on the fact that the sex- 
slave trade in Eastern European women, one of the major crime 
scourges of the post-communist era, is becoming a serious problem 
in Kosovo. As a former war zone with disrupted infrastructure, 
Kosovo is a prime location for the burgeoning slave trade, as exist¬ 
ing law enforcement is either ineffective or corrupt, and there has 
been a major influx of foreign troops, who have no roots there and 
are among the few people with a steady income. 

The location of Kosovo, adjacent to former communist countries 
where organized crime runs rampant, and where borders are not 




SOF senior foreign correspondents Mike Williams (left) and Rob Krott 
pause to pose with H. Upmann Coronas on the beach at Cayo Largo, 
Cuba, after water jump with Cuban paratroopers. Jump was from 
Antonov-2 with modified Soviet D-6 chutes. More than 30 Yank airborne 
vets have earned Cuban jump wings in last three years. Those interest¬ 
ed in jumping in 2001 can contact ParaTours, Suite 3344,11215 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton, Alberta, T5K OL5, Canada. 

effectivley policed, makes it an ideal operating theater for the orga¬ 
nized crime networks which have grown largely unfettered since the 
fall of the communistic police state. 

In the past six months, UN peace keepers and police have res¬ 
cued women from Balarus, Moldova, Ukraine, Hungary, Romania 
and Albania who had been forced to work as prostitutes in Kosovo’s 
underground brothels. Police told RFE that most of the women and 
girls — some as young as 15 — were transported from their home 
countries to Macedonia, which borders Kosovo to the south. 

They were held there in motels and sold at auction to ethnic 
Albanian pimps for $1,000 to $2,500. Their passports were taken and 
the women were told that before they could keep any of their earnings 

Continued on page 22 
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The “Never Lose” fighting secrets 
no one Knows yet outside of the Top 20 
professional groundfighters in the world! 


“Ground Zero” [nrri 
Fighting Secrets! f || [ [ \ 


“If l Can’t Show You How To immediately Escape 
From ANY Submission Hold - Even If You Are 
Pinned Down By A Skilled 
Attacker Twice Your Size - Then 
l Will Pay You $10 From My Own Pocket... 

No Questions Asked!” 


Ninety-percent of the streetfighters and punks out there now 
know how to put you down with nasty and painful submission 
holds, after studying the groundfighters who dominated the 
Ultimate Fighting Challenge. 

What almost NO ONE in the world has figured out, however, is 
how to quickly ESCAPE from these “impossible” submission 
holds. It’s a secret skill the professional groundfighters want to 
KEEP HIDDEN, but I will reveal it to you (for FREE if you choose)... 
and... if you aren’t 110% convinced I’m right... 

I will pay you $10 just for checking it out for yourseH! 


I want you to do something that I 
would never ask anyone not on my “hot 
list” to even consider. 

First, I want you to call my office, right 
now, and have the amazing “Escape From 
Impossible Holds” video I’ve set aside in 
your name rushed out to you. Next, I 
want you to watch it, and “get” the se¬ 
cret fighting information that’s on it. 

Then... I want you to go to your near¬ 
est dojo that teaches grappling... find the 
biggest, meanest and most skilled 
ground fighter there... and... 

Taunt Him Into Putting You 
Into His Nastiest And Most Painful 
Submission Hold! 

Preferably, this guy will be at least a 
hundred pounds heavier than you, 
strong enough to crush rocks in his bare 
hand, a black belt in Ju Jitsu or Judo... 
and be a little bit of an asshole. The kind 
of jerk who actually enjoys hurting 
people. (Think of thick-necked Tank 
Abbott from the Ultimate Fighting Chal¬ 
lenge.) This way, when he has you in his 
most impossible-to-escape-from submis¬ 


sion hold, there will be no doubt about 
what happens next. 

Because, next, I want you to use what 
you’ve just learned to... 

Totally Humiliate Him By 
Immediately Escaping, 
Unharmed And Smiling, 

From His “Impossible” Hold! 

However... do NOT, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, use any of the “Ground 
Zero n finishing moves you also learn in 
this package. You don’t want to perma¬ 
nently destroy this guy... you just want 
to prove a point to yourself. Those mega- 
brutal “Ground Zero” moves (just think¬ 
ing about them makes me a little afraid) 
are ONLY for when you’re in a situation 
where your life... or the life of a loved 
one... is at risk. They’re too deadly to 
use any other time. (You’ll see exactly 
what I’m talking about when you get your 
tape package!) 

Sounds almost too amazing to be true, 
doesn’t it? (It’s true, though.) I mean, the 
Brazilians, the Ju Jitsu experts, the Judo 
and the Russian Sambo artists have been 
absolutely DOMINATING the fighting 
world for almost ten years now by using 



Known throughout the industry as the 
“Professor of Grappling ” Mark Hatmaker 
has spent the last NINE YEARS studying 
the BEST groundfighters in the world ... and 
picking apart their favorite holds until he 
discovered the secret of escape for every hold. 
Now his hard-won secrets to escaping 
“impossible holds " can be yours! 

complex submission holds to choke op¬ 
ponents out. Once they get you into one 
of their holds, you’re completely help¬ 
less ... and... if you don’t “tap out” imme¬ 
diately, you’re toast . (In the street, you’ll 
be unconscious or dead.) 

Everyone has been trying for years to 
find a way OUT of these deadly submis¬ 
sion holds. Boxers, Muay Thai experts, 
kung-fu black belts, JKD streetfighters, 
every martial artist in the book has unsuc¬ 
cessfully tried to steal the “secrets” of es¬ 
cape from the “groundfighting elite”. It’s 
humiliating for a guy, trained in martial arts 
and undefeated against “normal” fighters, 
to suddenly be taken down and choked 
out by a scrawny fighter half his size just 
because the squirt knows grappling holds. 











But that’s the way it is. When a de¬ 
cent grappler meets ANY other kind of 
fighter, you better bet on the grappler, if 
he’s able to get ahold of his opponent. It 
doesn’t seem fair... but that’s the way it 
is. If you come across some bad-ass who 
wants a piece of you, and he knows even 
a little bit more grappling than you do... 
you may as well just say goodbye. 

Because you’re going down and out. 

Unless ... unless you learn the secrets 
of escaping from those holds. And, un¬ 
til about twelve days ago... 

NO ONE Outside The “Inner 
Circle’ 9 

Of World-Famous Ground Fighters 
Had A Clue What These Secrets Of 
Escaping Were! 

But I know. And I have the secrets 
on videotape . And you know what’s 
really cool? What’s cool is that... 

These Secrets Are Actually 

Very Simple To Use... Once You 
Know What They Are! 

Look. I know that you know some¬ 
thing about fighting. You know that the 
fighting world is constantly changing, and 
ONLY the guys who are hip to the latest 
secrets have a chance at winning a real 
“win or die” fight in today’s mean streets. 

That’s why THESE secrets are so im¬ 
portant. Today, you could train for 
twenty years in a vicious martial art, lift 
weights until your arms are big as trees, 
and toughen your self up by living for 
weeks in the wilderness eating raw squir¬ 
rel meat and drinking mud... and you 
would STILL LOSE a fight against a 
grappler who knew how to put you in an 
“impossible” hold! 

But that’s all about to change for¬ 
ever... now that the “insider” secrets 
have finally been revealed by my com¬ 
pany. And you’re among the FIRST 
NINETY GUYS to know about it! 

Here’s what happened: I got a call 
(about a month ago) from this guy Mark 
Hatmaker, who said he’d discovered how 
to BEAT grapplers. I doubted him, of 
course — I’d just watched, for the eighth 
time, my personal copy of the video of 
that Russian Sambo expert dismantle 
Tank Abbott in the Ultimate Fighting 
Challenge final. For me, and for every 
other fighter in the world, going up 
against a good groundfighter is like 
charging a machine gun nest. Certain 
failure , 


But this Hatmaker guy insisted he’d 
figured it all out. How? By spending 
NINE YEARS studying the BEST 
groundfighters in the world... and pick¬ 
ing apart their favorite holds until he dis¬ 
covered the secret of escape for every 
hold. I met with Hatmaker... and guess 
what? 

He Really Has 
The Secrets! 

And you’ll see him prove it, over and 
over, in your video. (He shows you how 
to quickly and easily bust out of more 
than 3 dozen holds - all of them previ¬ 
ously labeled “impossible”. That’s way 
more holds than you’ll ever see used in 
the street.) This Hatmaker dude is just 
5’8” and maybe 150 pounds soaking 
wet... and yet he CANNOT be held down 
by even the most painful and complex 
hold, no matter how much bigger and 
stronger his opponent is. After all those 
years of learning the tricks of the grap¬ 
plers.., he has single-handedly dis¬ 
mantled the advantages of all 
groundfighters! (Hatmaker’s been a pro¬ 
fessional martial artist for twenty years, 
and has spent every second of that time 
challenging everything that other fight¬ 
ers called “impossible”. Just give him 
ten minutes of your time... and you’ll be 
convinced, too.) 

This is just amazing stuff. NO ONE 
outside the “elite inner circle” of the Bra¬ 
zilian groundfighting “royalty” has EVER 
been allowed to know the secrets of es¬ 
caping “impossible” holds. NO ONE! 
They know all too well that, once the se¬ 
crets of escape are known... 



The Advantage That 


Groundfighters Have Over “Nor¬ 
mal” Guys 
Is GONE Forever! 

To tell you the truth, I’m almost sorry 
to be revealing these secrets. But it has 
to be done. I can’t in good conscience 
keep this critical information away from 
you, or from any of my favorite clients. 
It’s too important. 


And it’s going to change the fight¬ 
ing world - again -forever. 

However... because this is such an 
amazing story (and a little hard to believe, 
given the absolute dominance of 
groundfighters for so long)... I am NOT 
asking you to risk any money here. I 
have constructed an offer that will allow 
you - if you so choose - to see ALL of 
these astonishing secrets for FREE. 

What’s more... if I can’t convince you 
these escape secrets are the REAL 
THING... 

I Will Pay You $10 
From My Own Pocket 
Just For Your Trouble! 

So here’s the deal: I hustled Mark 
Hatmaker down to the film studio to get 
all his escape secrets on videotape. We 
filmed this fighting expert for several 
days, and condensed only the BEST stuff 
onto two hour-long videos. These “es¬ 
cape” secrets are easy to learn, and simple 
to use once you know what to do. 

In fact... once you see this tape pack¬ 
age. .. I guarantee (with my own money) 
there will be no grappler ANYWHERE who 
could take you down and KEEP you down! 

But you need to see all this for your¬ 
self To do that, just call my office at 
1-800-899-8153. Ask for Department 
IH-15 and tell whoever answers you want 
the ' Impossible Escapes” package. 

You will be rushed the special 3-video 
package we’ve set aside for you. (I’ll tell 
you about that third video in just a sec¬ 
ond - it’s gonna blow your mind!) 

You don’t risk a penny... because 
you have my special “ Total Satisfaction 
Plus An Extra $10 In Your Pocket Guar¬ 

antee” . . . though you need to pay the $69 
this package costs up-front. I have to do 
it this way to weed out the guys who 
aren’t SERIOUS about learning these 
amazing fighting secrets. You can use 
your credit card on the phone, or - if you 
prefer to pay by check or money order - 
just fill out and mail the Priority Order 
Form. (By the way, I was offered - and 
turned down — ten thousand dollars 
NOT to let this video package out to guys 
like you - just because there’s so much 
at stake for the grappling experts! You 
can’t learn these secrets anywhere else, 
not for a million dollars - not even in a 
Brazilian “war” studio! This is the 
FIRST TIME EVER anyone’s revealed 
these astonishing secrets, to anyone 
outside the “Top 20” groundfighting 
“royalty”! Think about that.) 

Here’s why you don’t risk a cent: 
Once you get the tape package with, I 
insist that you take a full 6 months to 







look it over. Watch it, train with it, use 
what you’ve learned. Most importantly, 
test it out by getting that big asshole to 
pin you, and then humiliate him by 
quickly escaping. Prove that these se¬ 
crets work, for yourself. 

If, at the end of 6 months, you aren’t 
110% happy - for any reason, or for no 
reason at all - just return the videos (in 
any condition) and we’ll immediately re¬ 
fund your $69. What’s more, just because 
you trusted me enough to give this pack¬ 
age a “look-see”.. t 

I Will Send You Another^ 10 
From My Own Pocket! 

That means, not only do you not risk 
a cent. .. but you’ll actually come out ten 
bucks ahead , just by checking this deal 
out. You won’t find a more fair or gener¬ 
ous offer in the entire fighting world. I 
can make this “bank-breaking” offer 
ONLY because I know these secrets are 
the REAL THING. .. and I am only offer¬ 
ing this stuff to the serious fighters from 
my “hot list”, who know the real thing 
when they see it. 

There’s just one “catch”: You must 
call and order the videos we’ve set aside 
in your name within the next 11 days! 
Why? Because I’ve only duped a small 
number of videos - this stuff is too ad¬ 
vanced and too dangerous to lose con¬ 
trol of. 

So don’t delay. Call right now (or mail 
the order form, or fax it), and we’ll rush 
your package out to you by return mail. 
Once you see what all the fuss is about, 
you’ll realize just how important this 
fighting knowledge is. NO GRAPPLER 
WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD YOU DOWN 
AGAIN! That’s just an amazing “secret 
weapon” to have whenever you’re at¬ 
tacked or forced into a fight (especially 
against a larger, meaner and more skilled 
opponent!), 

I look forward to hearing from you. 


SincereWr 



P.S. Almost forgot. There’s a third vid¬ 
eotape in this package, and it’s called 
“Ground Zero”. This amazing bonus 
tape is crammed with balls-out “survival 
fighting” secrets... and it’s yours to 
KEEP, free, as my gift to you for check¬ 
ing out the “Impossible Escapes” videos. 

In this free bonus video, you’ll learn 


incredibly vicious and nasty fighting se¬ 
crets that will instantly demolish criti¬ 
cal bones and damage vital organs in 
your attacker. (These are the most 
bloody fighting secrets I’ve ever wit¬ 
nessed - yet, I’d use them in a heartbeat 
if my life was on the line!) These simple 
techniques instantly “trump” any ad¬ 
vantages in size, strength or skill your 
opponent has.., and immediately allows 
you to END the fight by inflicting blind¬ 
ing pain and completely dismantling 
his ability to fight back . You’ll also 
learn how to tell if your attacker is about 
to pull out a weapon, and what to do in 
the next half-second to make him wish 
he hadn't. Plus - how to use everyday 
“blunt objects” that are always within 
reach as weapons he cannot defend 
against. (You’ll finally know the world’s 
top fighters secrets of using anything 


handy as a deadly weapon.) 

These vicious secrets are NOT for 
use unless your life is in danger, and 
you must put your attacker down for 
GOOD in order to survive. You’ll be 
astonished at the amount of pain and 
damage you can inflict in just TWO 
SECONDS with these brutal secrets... 
but that’s what is needed when you’re 
up against the wall. 

Again, this free bonus tape is yours 
to KEEP, even if you decide later to 
send the “Impossible Escapes” tapes 
back for a refund (and your extra $10 
from my pocket). It’s my gift to you, 
for trusting me and giving this informa¬ 
tion a “trial run” yourself. But you must 
get back to me right away. Call 
1-800-899-8153 (Dept. IH-15) and get 
this show on the road. 


“I want to make this as easy on you as 
possible, so I’ve insisted that this entire 
package be 100% RISK FREE to you. If you 
are not completely satisfied for any reason , just 
return the package to TRS and they will refund 
every penny of your purchase price — no 
questions asked! You won’t find a more 
generous guarantee anywhere else!” 

r~ Mark Hatmaker 

Priority For fastest service 

v use your credit card and 

Order Form! call toii-free 

1-800-899-8153 (Dept IH-15) 

□ YES! WOW! I can’t believe you’ve finally discovered the secrets to escaping 
“impossible” grappling holds! Knowing these secrets mean I can NEVER be taken down and out by 
an attacker who knows groundfighting, and that means I have the fighting secrets known by only a 
I handful of the best fighters in the world! Amazing! Plus, I don’t risk a penny, with your 6-Month 
Double Guarantee... and, if I do decide to return these videos, I get my money back, no questions 
asked, PLUS another $10 just for my trouble. AND, I get to KEEP the bonus video on “Ground 
I Zero” fighting secrets! That’s just an amazingly great deal. Please rush the package you’ve set aside 
J in my name. Here’s how I want to pay: 

IQ I prefer to pay by credit card; Please charge my: Q Enclosed is my Check or Money Order 
IQ Visa G MasterCard G Discover G AmEx for $74.00 ($69+$5 S&H) (Make payable to trs) 


| Card# 


I Expi res _ 
Is^n : 1 ir? 


Name: _ 
Address: 
City_ 


ST_ 


Zip- 


TRS Direct • 606 East Acequia, Department IH-15 • Visalia. CA 93292 

GA & jaAu Cat. iToi* ahijiu.i f nulla d.4j IlVMlWViTIa> i t-JTfti aTf ?PJbr JA/'j/iisp.i.iir Jiu’-SlHi rev 
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they had to repay their “purchase” price and the cost of their travel. 
Those who resisted being forced into prostitution were beaten. 

Ms. Jill Thompson, an adviser on trafficking issues for the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) esti¬ 
mates the number of trafficked women throughout the former 
Yugoslavia in the “tens of thousands.” Mr. Rolf Welberts, the OSCE 
human-rights director in Kosovo, says his organization has helped 
some 50 women, but believes the number in bondage to be much 
higher, and that the “internationals” — foreign KFOR soldiers and 
aid workers, are very often the brothel patrons. 



The official responsible for approving the disastrous controlled 
[sic] bum at Los Alamos, New Mexico that cost taxpayers millions 
of dollars and hundreds of families their homes, has retired. The inci¬ 
dent has raised questions over the wisdom of bureaucratic control of 


other facets of Americans lives, as this man was from all accounts 
dedicated and experienced — but he was from the federal govern¬ 
ment and he was there to help us ... 


General Dynamics lb Buy Saco From Colt 

General Dynamics and New Colt Holdings have agreed that GD 
will buy Saco Defense, now owned by New Colt Holdings. Saco cur¬ 
rently makes a variety of armaments and components including the 
Mkl9 grenade launcher and 20mm barrels, and has recendy developed 
the new Striker Advanced Lightweight Grenade Launcher (ALGL). 
General Dynamics Armament, formerly owned by General Electric and 
more recendy by Lockheed Martin, makes completed 20mm cannon 
systems, 2.75-inch rockets and is involved in demilitarization projects. 
The acquisition of Saco Defense in one of many similar acquisitions by 
General Dynamics Combat Systems. 


Wallet-Weary Uncle Sam Wants Cut 

Uncle Sam, the UN’s biggest contributor, has asked for a reduc¬ 
tion in the USA’s contributions for “peacekeeping” from the current 
30% of the total UN budget for peacekeeping, to 25%. American 
Special Envoy Richard Holbrook told the UN’s Administrative and 
Budget Committee that the schedule of assessments for peacekeep¬ 
ing was created more than 25 years ago during the Cold War and is 
out of date. “The world has changed dramatically since 1973 but the 
ad hoc peacekeeping scale has hardened into stone.” At the time, the 
scale of assessments was for a single $30 million dole for peace¬ 
keeping expense in the Sinai. 

The request, of course, is adamantly opposed by the Third World 
(“emerging nations”) coalition called the Group of 77, comprising a 
majority of the 133 emerging nations. The UN’s budget for peace¬ 
keeping for next year is expected to be about $2.6 billion, twice the 
regular UN budget (of which Uncle Sam now pays 25%. New 
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Exclusive Pricing For Soldier Of Fortune Subscribers! 



Who Else Wants To Pay $100 For A Tactical Folder? 

This tactical folder features a 2 V\ razor sharp blade, alu¬ 
minum handle with rubber insert, and thumb 
stud for easy one-hand operation. Pure 
cutting power in a low down jg* \ 

dirty price. 7%" overall. ^ \ @ 

Tactical 

#C 870S — 


Dependable 

Security 

Equipment 


Ejects with the snap of a wrist. 17" overall. 

Impact Baton #127 Bud K PriceJ13 95 


Extends with the push of a button. 20" overall. 

Auto Baton # 6553 Bud K Price $29 95 ^ 

No ship to CA or MA Includes Leather Sheath 


NEW! 

Fully 

BB Gun! 

The 1 scale mini 

66 bullet shooter 
can project up to m 

250 pellets per I 

minute with a I 

range of 20 meters. I 

Includes safety devise to I 
prevent accidental firing 

and 200 pack of 66 bullets. - 

Electrically operated by four AA * 

batteries (not included;. 

i Super Mini Styre #UM 606 
Bud K Price $ 29 95 

Extra Ammo #BB 20 Bud K Price $ 9 95 

(2000 66 bullets in speed loader bottle) 



30" of Solid Steel At A Direct Mail Order Price! 

This full tang sword is equipped with a 17 Z A" stainless steel, razor sharp blade. The 
black cord wrapped handle provides for a tight grip every time. Includes ver¬ 
satile blade sheath. 

Full Tang — x 

Ninja Sword -—" M 

#BK 235 A true warrior can 

wield his weapon [ :mg\ 
on his back for k 

- easy access, fti m JPI 




Strap it on 
your side for 
quick draw 
combat 
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New Powerstorm Slingshot Rockets 1/4" 
Steel Over 350 fps. 

Features a tapered latex power band for precise target 
action, molded foam wrap grip for complete hand 
comfort, and the push button shot feeder places 



Smith & Wesson 
Pocket ^ 
Binoculars , 

These 8 x 21mm binoc- 



ammo in the palm of your hand. Also includes fold- u\ais fold down to hist 
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ing wrist brace and genuine leather shot pouch. 

Powerstorm Slingshot #PM 500 
Bud K Price $ 14 9S 

Extra Ammo (jumbo bag of 144) #BK 4 

Bud K Price $ 3 95 
Replacement Band #PM 512 
Bud K Price $ 3 95 


1 Vi x 214" x 314" and fit 
in a handy belt case for go anywhere action. 
Features flexible eye pieces and neck strap. 
Field of view 5.8°. 

S&W Binoculars #SW 1018 
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Easy Picking Set 

Complete with lock picking guide, and 
size of the most commonly used picks. 

Pick Set 
,_ k #PX 10 
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Vi lb of solid brass and its 
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a paperweight. 
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Bud K 100% Guarantee 

Complete Customer Satisfaction is our top priority. Try any 
Bud K product risk free for 30 days. If for some reason you are 
not satisfied, please return the item and receive a prompt refund 
or replacement. The Free Knife is yours to keep as a gift. 


I would like to take advantage of this special offer and receive a 
FREE High Performance folder. 
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Precision Crafted 5QBMG 



Chambers the 
50BMG cartridge! 

• All steel construction 

• 30A pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 

• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 

• Very low recoil , like a 12 gauge shotgun 

• Single shot breech loading bolt action bull pup 

• Match grade chamber (requires match grade ammo) 

• 36 inch 1:16 twist heavy barrel with compensator 

• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000), heat treated to 46 R/C 

• 4140 alloy steel receiver ; heat treated to 42 R/C 

• Comes complete with bipod, scope mount, leather cheek pad 
and hard carry case . Scope sold separately . 


Unsurpassed Accuracy and Impact! 
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Lightweight tripod with positive locking eleva¬ 
tion and windage adjustment Perfect for lock¬ 
ing the Grizzly 50 Big Boar on target! A vari¬ 
ety of large game species have been taken 
using a tripod equipped Grizzly 50 Big Boar! 
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4 EDGES2, INC. 

6005 Furman Pkwy 
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Voice: (301) 306-0194 
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peacekeeping operations expected for next 
year include Kosovo, East Timor, Sierra 
Leone, and possible the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 

On a second front, the U.S. Senate voted 
last May to withdraw troops from Kosovo 
starting in 2001 unless the President can cer¬ 
tify that European members of NATO 
increase their support. A Senate proposal to 
whack funds for Kosovo starting July 2001 
was narrowly defeated. 


Pentagon Packs In PACM 

According to a leaked secret report to 
Congress, the DoD says it does not plan to 
continue development of the Patriot Anti- 
Cruise Missile being built by Raytheon. 
Although the system has conducted two suc¬ 
cessful intercept tests, DoD said it cannot 
afford another missile system. Other exist¬ 
ing Patriot missile systems will adequately 
defend against cruise missile attacks, the 
report stated. 


FARC Fires Up Hostage 

President Andres Pastrana said he would 
block a visit by foreign delegations to a 
FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia) area, following the death of a 
civilian woman when an explosive collar put 
around her neck by a FARC group as part of 
an extortion attempt. An EOD man was also 
killed in the explosion. 

In a related development, two Gs were 
killed and four captured in Ecuador’s 
northern Amazon region last May, in a 
punchup with Ecuadoran troops. The cap¬ 
tured men claimed they were members of 
the Ecuadoran Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, a new leftist organization with links 
to FARC. 


Eritrea Pulls Back 

The government in Asmara, Eritrea has 
announced it is withdrawing to positions 
originally held before their offensive of 
May, 1998 in which Eritrea attempted to 
regain areas it regarded as Eritrean, based 
on old colonial-era borders. In what turned 
out to be a pivotal battle in the Horn of 
Africa war, on 24 May Ethiopian forces 
broke through Eritrean defenses in the 
strategic Zalembessa region, after a 12-day 
assault. The Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) had requested that all parties with¬ 
draw to the positions they held before May 
1998, and Asmara announced that “Eritrea 
has decided, for the sake of peace, to accept 
the OAU’s appeal for de-escalation.” 

The Ethiopian offensive, which was 
initiated on the second anniversary of the 
war, changed a war that had become a sta¬ 
tic war of the trenches into a mobile war. 
Eritrean President Issais Afwerki has said 
the war cost some 70,000 deaths on both 
sides. 
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Investment Arms, Inc. is proud to offer a limited edition of 
2S0 24-karat gold engraved guns. Each gun commemorates 
the career of Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), a 
Vietnam Special Forces veteran, one of America's revered warriors and 
founder of Soldier of Fortune magazine. Brown's adventures and 
support of Freedom Fighters took him to conflicts in over two dozen 
countries. He also covered American operations in Panama, 

Granada, and the Gulf war. - 

Each gun is individually gunsmithed, engraved, overlayed 
with 24 karat gold, and finished to museum quality. ^ 

All guns come in a custom American walnut box lined 
with velvet and engraved with the 25th anniversary Soldier of 
Fortune design on the cover. Your pistol will also come with a £ 
numbered 


'Certificate of Authenticy.” Only 250 will ever be l—“ 

produced. If you do not have a Federal Firearms License, we will 
help coordinate delivery through your local firearms dealer. 

The “Soldier of Fortune" pistol is available at the introductory 
issue price of $2,195, A deposit of $250 per pistol is 
available with payments of $100 per month. No 
interest or carrying charges will be applied. Each 
pistol is numbered within the edition limit of 250. 
Please call toll free 888/708-4867 to order your 
pistol now. Visa, MasterCard, American Express, 
Discover, or check or money order accepted. Your 
satisfaction of workmanship is guaranteed. 
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1. Use the light as little as possible to reduce exposure to incoming or return fire. In 

this format the light is used conservatively, generally in sweeps; or light on, look, light off. Movement 
away from the last place the light was deployed is usually part of this type of application. Upon finding 
the threat the light would illuminate the threat area, the target would be engaged and 
the light turned off accompanied by movement away from the place if deployment. 


2. Use the light as much as possible to blind or impair the opponent’s ability to see the 
location of the light source. In this application the flashlight operator “blinds” the 
threat with the light and could if needed move to or away from the threat. The light 
could also be used to cover or mask a movement to protective cover or concealment. 


3. Use the light to “hold” a threat either already engaged or about to be engaged. I doubt 
I would look for a bad guy, find him, shoot him, and then turn the light off of him. 


As a point of interest remember that you are going to shoot the threat with the sights, 
not the light. The light is only used to confirm that the threat is armed and not responding 
to your request for verbal compliance. Many operators spend a lot of time trying to colli¬ 
mate the light to the sight. Today’s powerful lighting systems are more than powerful 
enough to light up the area in question. Look at the sights and shoot the threat if required. 

Weapon-Mounted lights 

It is easy to comprehend the advantages of weapon-mounted light systems. The align¬ 
ment of the light on the weapons system helps deliver accurate fire while eliminating the 
bulk of a hand held light from the operator’s hands. Most people consider a light “fail¬ 
ure” as one where the light doesn’t come on. Please consider a failure where the light 
doesn’t go off, and I need for it to be off because someone’s shooting at me. Not gener¬ 
ally a problem you say? Owners of light-mounted weapons systems should also practice 
the use of a secondary or back-up light in a non-mounted mode in case the primary light 
mounted on the weapon fails. I just taught an Urban Rifle class where 50% of the rifle- 
mounted lights failed in one 3-hour night fire session. You had better know how to use 
a secondary light. In that vein part of your training should address the deployment of a 
secondary weapon using primary light source attached to your primary weapon. If your 


(top) Micro lights are an amazing source of illumi¬ 
nation in a small package, (above) Can you deploy 
your secondary weapon and utilize your primary 
light source? 


A great majority of conflicts occur in low, no, or altered light environments. Many criminal activities 
occur at night or in low light to help the criminal mask their dastardly deeds. In military applica¬ 
tions, this same low light or better yet, no light conditions, can create a situation where air cover 
and supporting fires’ effectiveness can be reduced. In Korea the Chinese Communists Forces routinely 
sat out daylight hours in hiding only to attack in human waves under the cover of darkness. 

Since the goal of all conflict in its final stage is to win, then some of the variables could become light¬ 
ing, weather, disparity of size and numbers, weapons, morale and human will. 

In today’s society individuals or small teams operating in defense of themselves may have to 
“light up” opponents with artificial light sources to clarify weapons or the validity of the 
perceived threat. 

This use of lights can be very dangerous as it can lead to self-illu¬ 
mination, which could in turn lead to return fire on the light source. 

Dangerous as it can be, it yet may be a requirement to clarify the jus¬ 
tification for us to shoot. 

There are many ways to use lights, some are technique based, 
some are speculation based, the old “I think this would work” con¬ 
cept. In reality the best approach would probably be to have several 
“tools” in the toolbox to respond to a myriad of potential problems. 


Doctrine 

There are many thoughts about the application of flashlights to conflict: 


Let There Be Light 
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No other Martial Artist has dared to reveal this kind of information . 

Finally Revealed To Civilians By The 
First Black Op Agent To Ever Break Silience On... 

Forbidden "Lethal Arts” 


How to put down any attacker 
with your bare hands in 2 seconds! 


If you’ve got the guts to learn it, I’ve 
got the guts to send you a mega-secret 
Black-Op video on the dark art of how 
to “neutralize” an opponent quickly and 
quietly with your bare hands and im¬ 
provised weapons! 

Other martial artists will go right to 
the edge with eye gouges, shattered 
limbs and even broken necks but they 
go weak in the knees when it comes to 
teaching the “lethal arts”. 

Most fighters don’t know this stuff. Un¬ 
less you have endured the most savage 
training in the world and put your ass on 
the line in real combat and actually felt 
the life slip out of your opponent’s body 
as you finish the fight then you don’t 
understand about real fighting. 

There’s no holds in this, no submis¬ 
sions, no gr appling just instant death 
moves. The ones learned and used only 
by the most elite combat “spec-op” sol¬ 
diers until now! (We’re talking about 
single move techniques that destroy an 
opponent in a blink. You can take out 
three guys in under a second without 
breaking a sweat, and be on your way out 
before they hit the ground. “Neutralized”.) 

This is ugly stuff. Some people just 
won’t accept that there is a whole un¬ 
derground of covert or “black” opera¬ 
tives moving around the globe. Usually, 
you never know’ that they exist (and they 
want it that way) but when the govern¬ 
ment wants some dirty work done, well 
let’s just say this -- they take out the 
trash very efficiently. 

The guy behind these revealing How 
To Kill Black-Op tapes is a former 
elite covert operative who has person¬ 
ally killed more men than most mod¬ 
ern regiments of US soldiers. I will not 


reveal his name in this letter for obvi¬ 
ous reasons. 

This “Mr. X” revealed his killing se¬ 
crets here for the money and I respect 
that. He doesn’t care about legalities, 
moralities or ethics. He needs the cash. 

I’m releasing this from an entirely 
different standpoint. I did 2 front¬ 
line tours in Vietnam. I killed and 
risked my life for every mother and 
son back here in the U.S. I’ve earned ^ 
the right to enjoy the freedom and 
liberty afforded me under the constitu¬ 
tion. Anyone who wants to question my 
rights to release this video can reach 
me in Idaho. 

I’m not hiding. 

I am however trusting you to handle 
this powerful “high risk” information 
with the respect it deserves. 

You can’t get this material anywhere 
else. Unless of course you care to join 
the military, wait 10 years for a shot at 
joining the Black Ops (they only take 
the best) go through the worst year of 
your life surviving your training and 
then go try your luck at international 
espionage; assassination; kill-everyone 
assaults against heavily armed oppo¬ 
nents; smuggling of dnigs, body parts, 
weapons; and surrounding yourself with 
the most dangerous men on the planet. 
The rare chance to even see these tech¬ 
niques is priceless. “Mr. X” thought we 
should price the tape at $499 at least. 

But that’s bull. I don’t want to gouge 
anyone on price. Therefore, because 
I’m calling the shots here, you can see 
this tape for just $69. AND, you get a 
lifetime guarantee, backed by TRS. 
Order it, and if you don’t like what you 



You won \tfind these chillingly efficient 
“black arts ” anywhere else. 

see, return it and get your money back. 
No hassles. 

When you get this, you’ll want to take 
a look as soon as possible. It’s the most 
shocking how-to-kill-with-your-bare- 
hands information you will ever see. 
But I don’t care when you look at it. If 
at any time you look at it and you are 
convinced it’s NOT what I say then send 
it back for a full refund of your pur¬ 
chase price. 

I’ve seen the tape. I know this guy. I 
know the “lethal” arts. This is the real thing. 

Regardless, if you decide for any rea¬ 
son that you want your money back, it 
scares you too much, or its something 
you decide you can’t allow in your 
house... then send it back and TRS has 
agreed to refund your entire purchase 
price, no questions asked. (I’m handling 
everything here, but TRS is still back¬ 
ing the tape with the guarantee - be¬ 
cause you don’t know me from Adam, 
but TRS has a 10-year reputation with 
treating customers honestly. Any guar¬ 
antee from them is gold.) 
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Further, you will never be bothered 
again with anything like this. 

Here’s what you need to do right now. 
Call 1-800-899-8153- Ask for Dept 
BK-33 and tell the operator you want 
the Black Op video package. (You have 
to use this code because none of the 
operators know what this package is 
about.) It’s a two-tape package consist¬ 
ing of over 135 minutes of brutally 
easy “official” instant-death moves. 
Proven stuff, used currently by the high¬ 
est “kill ratio” Black Operations sol¬ 
diers anywhere. Again, fully backed by 
a lifetime money back guarantee. Or, 
just fill out the Priority Order Form 
and mail it in along with your check or 
money order. (Make it out to TRS - 
they’re handling the financial crap I’m 
not set up to do.) 

I would encourage you to call 
though. Both TRS and I have have 
been stopped before by “higher up” 
forces who don’t want you to ever see 
this kind of secret material. You never 
know what’s going to happen or how 
long material like this will be available. 



I had to twist TRS’ arm just 
to allow me to notify you 
of its existence. If you 
have any interest at all, 
don’t delay. Acting now 
is the only way you can 
ensure a chance to get 
your personal copy. 

Don’t blow this, 


These are astonishing skills most civilians 
don teven know exist... and don t want to 
know! 

PPS: The other thing I had to agree 
to was that each buyer would sign a 
personal responsibility waiver. It’s 
listed below, and to get your video 
TRS requires that this be signed and 
delivered by fax or mail before they 
will ship the video to you. I know it 
sucks, but that was the deal I made. 
Trust me, it’s worth your trouble. 
I promise. 


PS: I do want you to listen carefully 
here 


YOU. Don’t take this opportunity for 
granted or take it lightly. All orders will 
be taken by TRS staff, and taithfully, 
I’m not even telling them what they’re 
selling. Many of TRS’ staff live mod¬ 
est, humble and unassuming lives and 
their personal spirit would be internally 
bothered by this material. So you need 
to call right now - in a few days they 
won’t even have this code on their com¬ 
puters. The number again is 1-800- 
582-2083. 





Priority 
Order Form 


For fastest service 
use you credit card 

and Call Toll-FREE 


1 - 800 - 899-8153 (Dept bk-33) 

□ YES! I want to take advantage of this incredible opportunity while it's still available... I’m ready to 
take responsibility for my own safety and the safety of my family! I understand I have an overly-generous 
3-month No Questions Asked 100% guarantee; If after viewing this video for months I am unsatisfied for 
any reason at all, I can simply return it for a full refund of my purchase price. That means 1 can decide for 
myself if this really is the most amazing self defense course ever created! It's a fabulous deal, and I don't 
risk a dime by ordering! So please rush it to me by return mail! 

Here's how 1 want to pay: 

□ Enclosed is my check/money order (payable to TRS) 
for $74 ($69+$5 Shipping & Handling) 

□ I prefer to pay by credit card, Please charge my: 

□Visa □Mastercard DAmEx □ Discover 


Amount $ 
Card #_ 


Expires 


Signature - 



Name- 


Address . 
City_ 


. State 


ZIP 


Mail this form in the enclosed envelope to: TRS • 606 E. Acequia Ave., Dept. BK-33 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA & VA residents add appropriate sale tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for "2-Day" shipping and $15 for "Overnight" shipping. 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call (559) 732-5317 for more information. 

I_I 


Personal 
Responsiblity 
Acceptance 
& Waiver 


I attest to the following fact and conditions in 
consideration of purchasing material 
containing information of a sensitive nature. 
1) l am at least 18 years of age. I am not a 
convicted felon, nor am I any form of criminal 
prosecution, indictment, or judicial process of 
any kind. 2) I understand that the information 
presented within this video production is for 
demonstration and education purposes only. I 
further understand that the use, practice, or 
further dispensation of this material could 
possibly result in serious injury or death. I 
also understand that the individuals involved 
in the production and distribution of this 
video, TRS, and those demonstrating the 
skills, assume no responsibility for any injury 
or damage resulting from the execution or 
practice of the techniques presented. I hereby 
state that I shall indemnify and hold harmless 
all parlies involved in the production, 
marketing and distribution of the video 
material and [ individually accept any and all 
responsibility for my use of the knowledge. 3) 

I am aware that I should, whenever possible, 
avoid any physical confrontation. In the event 
of a hostile or life threatening encounter I 
understand that I a legally allowed to use 
force to stop the threat or remove myself from 
danger, I understand that the legal definitions 
of what actions constitute "reasonable force" 
and "excessive force" may vary in each state 
and that I am capable of contacting my local 
law enforcement agancy for further 
information. 


Signature 

Birthdate_ 


Today's Date. 


























rifle mechanically fails but the light is still 
working I need to be able to use my sec¬ 
ondary weapon (handgun) to defend myself 
while illuminating the threat with the rifle- 
mounted light. 

Technique 

The two main shooting styles, Isosceles 
and Weaver, help dictate the techniques 
used with handguns and flashlights. Both 
styles are acceptable and in conjunction 
with using a flashlight both may be needed 
to solve the problems you encounter. 
Craftsmanship is determined by the ability 
of the operator to use all the tools available 
to them. Have a good toolbox. 

Harries 

Favored by the Weaver people, this tech¬ 
nique has the operator place the back of the 
wrist to the back of the wrist. One hand holds 
the light while one hand holds the pistol. It 
works best with a slightly bladed body angle, 
weak side forward, and firm pressure between 
the backs of the wrists. It can be a tiring tech¬ 
nique if the operator has not trained in it. It 
can also be replaced with a better technique 
when clearing tight right hand comers. 

Uncrossed Harries 

With the advent of the rear-mounted pres¬ 
sure switches on flashlights such as the Sure- 
Fire Millennium Combat Light model M3 
and the 6Z the ease of operation for the hand¬ 
gun and flashlight combination has increased. 
In the uncrossed technique the operator using 
the light hand thumb to activate the flashlight 
simply uncrosses the wrists and places the 
flashlight hand next to the pistol hand, the 
closed fingers of the two hands touching. This 
technique allows the Weaver/Hairies people 
some latitude in deployment. It cures the lead¬ 
ing with head/muzzle in a right hand comer 
problem quickly, and yet the operator can 
reinstate the conventional Harries as soon as 
the comer is cleared. In the uncrossed mode 
the operator can also convert to several other 
options as needed. 

Rogers/Syringe 

Named after Bill Rogers, who does not 
claim to be the inventor of the technique, the 
Rogers/Syringe method works best with a 
rear pressure switch light. The drum of the 
flashlight is placed between the first and 
middle fingers of the flashlight hand. By 
using compression, as in closing the hand, 
the drum presses rearward forcing the heel 
of the hand to activate the light. The hands 
are simply placed together with the drum of 
the flashlight and the muzzle parallel. 

Ayoob 

Massad Ayoob’s technique works for 
most flashlights but was probably originally 
designed to address older style long drum 
lights like the Streamlight aluminum lights 
that were at the time a great leap forward. 
This technique has the operator holding the 
light in the hand with the pressure switch 

Continued on page 72 






This shirt will he available far a limited time only, so don’t delay. Order now! 




l Ordering Info 


Circle Size 


Quan. 


Price 


Total 


#T006M 25th Anniver. Shirt M-L-X 


I #T006M 25th Anniver. Shirt XXL-XXXL 


@ S21.99 


Email 


I Shipping & Handling: $3 /1st item; $1 each add’l item 


TOTAL 


ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


IAL LIMITED-EDITION 

25th 

NIVERSARY 

SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
-SHIRT! 

Featuring the 
classic image of 
JOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert H. Broom mith sound- 
suppressed HBC-10 SMB, this 
stunning multi-colored T-shirt is 
silh-screened on a premium 
super-heavpeiglil white 
pre-shrunh 1D07. cotton shirl. 


Address 


Country: 


Phone 


Send Check/MO To: OMEGA GROUP LTD. 
5735 Arapahoe, Ste. A5 • Boulder, CO 80303 


VISA/MC ONLY — ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-800-7030 


Battle Tested & Ready Fbr Action. 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you challenge— 

Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. - ~ ~ 

The Steiner 8x30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target Also available in 6x30, 7x 50, 

9x40 and 10x50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Rd. r Moorestown, 08057-1118 
(856)866-9191, (800)257-7742, Fax:(856) 866-8615 

Steiner Optlk Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St, West Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 


G "E R M A N Y 
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TWas were 

^I by James H. Warner 


October of 1967, as a first lieutenant in the Marine Corps, 
I was flying a mission in an F-4B Phantom fighter/bomber 
just north of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in Vietnam, when we 
were hit by small-arms fire. It doesn’t take much to bring down a 
modem jet — we went down, were captured, and made the long trek 
350 miles north to Hanoi and the infamous Hilton. In July 1968, I 
was transferred to a new prison camp near Son Tay — the camp that 
was raided in November 1970. 

In order to prepare the camp for Americans, the windows of the 
cells were bricked up until there was only about 14 inches from the 
sill to the top of the window. This, we decided, was probably done 
to limit our vision but it had the incidental effect of limiting die cir¬ 
culation of air in our cells. 


Now there is an unwritten code to guide the conduct both of the 
torturer and his victim which probably goes back to the time when 
governments first used torture. The torturer, if he really wants to get 
information, must tell his victim up front what he wants. The victim 
then makes up a lie to fit what was requested, then takes the torture 
long enough to make it seem as though something significant has 
been done. 

Unfortunately for me, Louie the Rat was not like the Communist 
sadists whom one might imagine when thinking of Mamst-Leninist 
style interrogation. . I 

We believed that he must have been Ho Chi Minh’s nephew, 
because no army would deliberately give Louie a commission, 
much less make him a political officer, unless it was forced upon it. 



Louie 



The bricks in the windows were done after the camp was built, 
and was a typical socialist job — under socialism, nothing is done 
well except avoiding work. Early in the year I had noticed that the 
mortar in the windows was of such low quality that if water were 
poured on it, the water would be absorbed. Winter in North Vietnam 
is very cold and humid. Once the window bricks were wet, they 
stayed wet. Soon, moss began to grow on the mortar. I called it my 
garden, and began to pour a little water on the mortar every day, 
since I felt that this helped further demonstrate the failure of social¬ 
ist production. 

On 3 May, when I poured a little water on the mortar, I was spot¬ 
ted by our political commissar, whom we called “Louie the Rat” 
because deformed teeth gave him a rat-like appearance, and he had 
the personality of a rat. He had the cell door opened and came in to 
inspect the window. He loudly accused me of trying to destroy the 
wall so I could push it down and escape. 

On 5 May we began a serious interrogation, as he tried to elic¬ 
it from me the details of my “plan of escape.” I explained to him 
that since the bars in the window went all the way through the 
bricks, and into the wall as it was originally constructed, that I 
could hot'escape thaf 'wa^ He wouldn’t listen, so we got down to 
business. 


Louie would have failed, by a significant margin, the intelligence 
test to be a rifleman in the Marine Corps. Since he couldn’t get 
straight what it was that he wanted me to tell him, I decided to make 
up the most fantastic and unbelievable story I could, confess to this, 
and let him turn it in to his superiors. I figured that his commander 
would recognize that Louie was a moron, and punish him for 
accepting my “confession.” . .. ^ , 

Thus, on 15 MayitT told him that Twas tired of liis questions. I 
told him I would tell hiuf the ‘‘true means of escape^’’but fllat I 
could not confess to the escape which he believed I had planned, 
since his superiors would read it and think that I was stupid. So I 
wrote a memo entitled ‘The True Means of Escape.” In it I said 
that the only way to escape was to steal an entrenching tool, chop 
a hole in the ceiling of the cell, and go out by moving aside the 
heavy roofing tiles, and go out through the roof at night. Since the 
roofing tiles were heavy, and any movement would be easily 
heard at night, I thought that this was improbable enough to alert 
his superiors. 

Louie the Rat was pleased with the fact that, at last, 1 had given 
him the details of hiy|fp^n of escape.” Later, still 15 May! I was put 
back in my cell, after bein’g?abs t edj for 10 days. I thought that I was 
off the hook, and had played a dirty trick on the Rat. 
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On the 19th, at first light, I heard noise 
outside my cell. The door was opened and 
Rat stood there, along with several armed 
guards. He pointed at me and the guards 
rushed into the cell, got me, and took me to 
the interrogation room. There I was forced 
to kneel on the concrete floor, with my arms 
over my head. I stayed there for the rest of 
the day, and all that night. No one asked me 
a single question. I had no idea what was 
going on. 

The next morning the Rat came into the 
room. He indicated for me to sit on a small 
stool. He stood, looking at me, silent, for 
several minutes. 

Then he shook his finger at me and 
demanded that I tell him how I communi¬ 
cate with “the criminals” (the North 
Vietnamese Communists, and their friends 
in the United States, refused to recognize 
our legal status as prisoners of war). I asked 
him what this meant. He laughed and said, 
“Don’t be surprised.” I realized, now, that I 
was in trouble. There was no lie that I could 
make up that they would believe. 

After all, if I made something up, they 
would go to other camps and try to corrob¬ 
orate the story. 

Therefore, there was nothing which I 
could do to get out of the coming ordeal. 
However, if I started making up stories, oth¬ 
ers would be dragged into the ordeal. 
Therefore, I decided that I would not 
answer any questions, or even talk to him. I 
told him that I had nothing more to say. This 


made the Rat angry — Rat, like all the 
Communists we met there, had what we 
would now say was an anger-management 
problem. He told me that he would “punish 
me very severely.” I told him he was 
already doing that. 

The next 10 days were spent in the inter¬ 
rogation room. I was kept awake the whole 
time, and Rat tried to get me to remain 
kneeling. However, after a few days of 
kneeling on the concrete, I told him that I 
would not do that any more. If he wanted 
to really torture me, he would have to do the 
work. I refused to kneel any longer. 

A few days after I refused to kneel, 
despite any effort they made to force me 
down, I was taken out to a little concrete 
box. This box sat in the sun, and was hotter 
inside than your car is after sitting in the 
sun on a summer day. In the box I went var¬ 
ious periods without being allowed to sleep. 
On one occasion I was kept awake for three 
straight weeks. 

Eventually, when my continued refusal 
to explain how I had communicated with 
“criminals” in the other camps, I was put in 
leg irons — two horseshoe-shaped pieces 
with loops in the back to pass a heavy iron 
bar through. With the iron bar resting on my 
achilles tendon, and the horseshoes on my 
feet in front, the bar was wired to a small 
stool. If I sat on the stool, I had to flex my 
legs so much that the horseshoes bit into my 
feet. I could not stand because I was 
watched constantly. This lasted 10 days. 


When the leg irons were taken off my feet, 
they had swollen to the size of footballs, 
and hurt like hell. I tried to walk and 
promptly fell on my face — I did not real¬ 
ize that my achilles tendons had been para¬ 
lyzed by the weight of the bar, and I was 
hamstrung. It was several days before I 
could stand. 

On 2 September the interrogation was 
suspended for the North Vietnamese “inde¬ 
pendence day.” The next morning the radio 
announced that Ho Chi Minh had become a 
good Communist. The interrogation was 
now suspended during the mourning period 
and the funeral. It never resumed. I stayed 
in the box until 10 November, the birthday 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, when I was put 
into a solitary cell. 

For two years I was puzzled by Rat’s 
interrogation. 

Why was he asking about communica¬ 
tions with another camp? Then I learned 
that on 10 May 1969, five days before I 
revealed the “true means of escape,” two 
men — Ed Atterberry and John Dramesi — 
had escaped from another camp. Their 
means of escape was to make a hole in the 
ceiling and going our through the roof. I 
must confess that this is a lot more humor¬ 
ous in retrospect than if I had been told this 
while still in the box. 

James H. Warner is an intellectual prop¬ 
erty attorney who frequently contributes to 
SOF. y( 


Real Science Uncovers Hidden 
Principles of Ground Fighting... 




That guarantees you’ll never fear any fighter, 
standing or grappling, it just won’t matter. 


Judo, Olympic Wrestlers, Street Grapplers not a problem—Hell 
anyone that goes to the ground with you after you learn my no bull¬ 
shit straight-to-the-point, ground fighting prin¬ 
ciples is not going to get up. 

Look! Black Belt Magazine dubs SCARS 
the most expensive school in the world. Yes, 
that’s right, the best ground fighters and martial 
artists are paying thousands at my exclusive institute just to expe¬ 
rience its power. You can learn these secret principles in the pri¬ 
vacy of your own home and no one will know just how unbeatable 
you are—I want you to know it’s not always about money, so I’ll make it risk-free not 
only with my unconditional 90-day Iron Clad MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. As you 
see I put my money where my mouth is so... 


Call my FREE 24-hour recorded message at 1-800-827-1239 and ask for the FREE REPORT on the 
Ground Fighting Package today!!! 


visit our web site at www.scars.com 
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Missing Files: Is Los Alamos jinxed? First the fire, then ripped-off hard-drives containing nuclear secrets. Wonder 
who’s the beneficiary? • Mole Still At Large: Recall during Clinton’s first term (and even before) rumors of a mole 
lurking inside CIA? Then, remember mention in “The Starr Report” of Clinton telling Monica that he was afraid his 
phones were tapped (a matter never explored by Barbara Walters and other exalted newshounds)? Now rumors 
abound that perhaps Israel somehow was involved in the nasty business of setting up Monica & Bill to blackmail the 
chief executive from further pursuing the mole. • More On Forced Vaccines: Pentagon claims that vast majority of 
personnel are stepping-up to voluntarily take their series of six shots — but many have their misgivings. The House 
and Senate Armed Services Committees have approved measures which will grant Congress increased oversight in 
this medical dilemma. • A National Embarrassment: Retired U.S. Army Colonel George Trofimoff, 73, was taken 
down in an FBI sting op for spying for the Soviet Union and Russia. His reward: He was paid $250,000 and a Russian 
medal. • Lockheed Martin Takes A Hit: While admitting no wrongdoing, the defense contractor agreed to pay $13M 
following government accusations of rules violations in sharing satellite technology with China. Wonder if China 
gave Lockheed’s CEO a medal? • Waco Trial: The $675M wrongful-death suit launches in Texas. Branch Davidians 
contend that government used excessive force in causing more that 80 deaths during 19 April 1993 holocaust. 

t . : "4h h' 1 V 




UKRAINE 

Power Plant To Close: Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant will shut down, 
leaving fuel-starved Ukraine suscepti¬ 
ble to pressure from fuel-rich Russia. 


' v-:-" 


ZIMBABWE 

Land Is Your Land ... Violence 
continues, and President Mugabe 
shows no sign of halting the confisca¬ 
tion of white-owned farms. We specu¬ 
late that this bloodlust will spill over 
into South Africa, where attacks on 
whites are frequent. Mugabe, you 
recall, honchoed the ZANU guerrillas, 
whose atrocities were numerous. 


CHINA 

An All-Time Low?: Barry McCaffrey, director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy, met with senior 
officials from the Ministry of Public Security, China’s 
national police force, to discuss cooperation between 
China and U.S. to “share information to crime and 
drugs.” McCaffrey said that “there is no question in 
my mind that they’re capable of keeping a secret and 
seeing this problem for what it entails.” Mac, the only 
secrets the Chinese are keeping are ours. 


PERU 

President Is This His 
Final Term? Alberto 
Fujimori will begin 
his third term, fol¬ 
lowing claims of 
fraudulent balloting. 




IRELAND 


4 


StiPfll, Don’t Shoot Northern Ireland’s 


% 



largest pro-British paramilitary group 



WT KOSOVO 


threatens to break its nearly 6-year- 



NATO’s Failure: Alliance has failed to 


old ceasefire unless Catholic-based 



fulfill its chief objectives, both in waging 


groups stop attacks on Protestant 



the war and keeping the peace. When 


homes. The Ulster Freedom Fighters 



are our men and women coming home? 


said in a statement to news media that 
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RUSSIA 

Putin Takes Charge In Chechnya: Irksome as it may be, 
President Vladimir Putin has claimed direct executive con¬ 
trol of the Chechen republic. SOF s Mark Milstein mentioned 
sometime back that many bodies of Russian KIAs actually 
exploded in their caskets en route by train back to Moscow. 
(A sure morale-booster). Fresh paratroopers are pouring in 
so a shooting war still exists. • Iran On The Move: Putin has 
trouble rumbling on other fronts. Iran is making overtures to 
Georgia to make itself a more important regional player. • 
Pipeline news: A Russian-built pipeline around Chechnya is 
operational. _ 


■Sr 


COLOMBIA 

U.S. Aid Could Kill Colombia Peace Plan: The $1.3 billion emer¬ 
gency aid package for counter-narcotics ops would also be used 
to fight Colombian rebels, and thus will likely kill any peace deal 
between the Gs and the government, and (shock of shocks) 
increase U.S. involvement. • Don’t Forget Panama: 12 December 
99 raid by Colombia Gs on a naval base near Panamanian border 
might result in calls for more U.S. aid by both Colombia and 
Panama. 




SOUTH KOREA 

We’re All Friends: South Korea’s 
President Kim Dae Jung returned 
from his historic summit with 
North Korean leaders. Expect the 
U.S. to be sniffing around for a 
favorable market-expansion deal. 
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NORTH KOREA 

Joy No Doubt Reigns: Leaders 
in Pyongyang are likely yukking 
it up over probabilities of South 
Korean investment bail-out of 
its anemic economy and of Sec. 
Of State’s Albright’s crowing 


SIERRA 
LEONE 

War Continues: With RUF’s 
leader, Foday Sankoh, safe¬ 
ly off the streets, his 
butchering minions are car¬ 
rying on his bloody legacy. 
See Al J. Venter’s article, 
“Merc Gunslingers,” in this 
issue for the scoop. 



V 



PHILIPPINES 

No To Ransom Demands: Philippine government has warned foreign govern¬ 
ments not to give in to ransom demands of the Abu Sayyaf, which has held 21 
international hostages since April. • Media Get Out!: Word has it that media 
access to part of the group’s home turf on Mindanao is being curtailed and that 
a hot conflict is going to spread throughout the island. • bin Laden Connection 
Muslim guerrillas receive $3 million from suspected international terrorist 
Osama bin Laden to buy new weapons, according to a top military official. Bin 
Laden sent the money through a rebel emissary in a Middle Eastern country last 
month. Separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front rebels plan to purchase arms, 
including anti-aircraft and anti-tank weapons, from North Korea. Rebels met a 
North Korean official in a hotel in Malaysia last month to discuss a deal. 



World Sitrep is compiled by the 
SOF staff with information from 
various media and correspondents. 
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Knives For Dress-Up 

The line of Harley-Davidson brand knives by United Cutlery now 
includes three solid knives unabashedly designed to look good, all 
designed by custom knife maker and Harley aficionado Fred Carter. 
The Classic Legend FID-37 (top) features a channeled linear lock and 
lightweight cast aluminum handle. The 440 stainless blade is fully 
heat-treated, and has been given a “Cryoedge” temper at -300 degrees 
for longer edge life, and has a thumbstud for easy opening. 

The Elite Legend HD33 (center) also features a 440-C stain¬ 
less blade that has been fully heat-treated and cryogenically tem¬ 
pered for edge 
retention. It has a 
handy stainless 
steel pocket clip 
and comes with a 
pivot- screw 
adjustment 
wrench to adjust 
the blade to the 
tension you pre¬ 
fer. The Elite 
Legend is avail¬ 
able in black, red 
or silver. 


Also designed by Fred Carter, the Flaming Legend HI features a 
440-C stainless blade, heat-treated and cryogenically tempered, and 
a handy stainless pocket clip and thumbstud opening. A unique 
design feature of the Flaming Legend III is the hot anodized flame 
pattern on the T6 aluminum blade which will go well with your full- 
dress Electroglide. 

For a distributor near you, call 800-548-0835, or write United 
Cutlery Brands, Dept. SOF, Attn: Sales Dept., 1425 United Blvd., 
Sevierville, TN 37876; or via e-mail to: order@unitedcutlery.com . 


Warfare Wear 

Bullet-Proof T-Shirts? 
Not yet, but until they hit 
the market the next best 
thing may well be the 
high-end thematic mili¬ 
tary Ts from 7.62 Design. 

Real-deal military T- 
shirts for the real-deal 
troop. Top-quality threads, 
outstanding graphics and 
selection — and customer 
service as good as it gets. 
Individual buyers can 
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OMEGA GROUP LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 
Boulder; CO 80303 


Shipping & Handling: $3 /1st item; each add’I item. 


ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 
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IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 

EXCLUSIVELY PRESENTS ... 

ISRAELI MILITARY 
M-15 

GAS MASK $45.00 

(NEW IN BOX WITH NEW FILTER) 

FEATURES: 

*DRINKING TUBE 
COMPATIBLE 
WITH US Gl 
CANTEEN 

*ENHANCED 
VISIBILITY 

*VOICE BOX 

SPARE 
FILTERS 

AVAILABLE $4.00 

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!!! 

ORDER NOW 

IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 

201 EAST SECOND STREET 
BERWICK, PA 18603 

PHONE: 1-800-752-WOLF OR (570)752-8800 

FAX: (570)759-1800 

website: http://www.ironwolfent.com 

A full-line of military surplus and survival gear available. 



WHY CHOOSE 
THE MI5??? 


TERRORISTIC 

THREAT 


PEACE OF 
MIND 


WE 

ACCEPT 

ALL 

MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS. 
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knives of choice among black ops specialists — operators who don’t 
have room for anything unnecessary and no use for anything second 
class — speaks for itself. 

MOD has more than 40 variants, of six basic designs from noted 
knife afficianados, with a model and features for virtually any mili¬ 
tary or police application. Blades are CNC shaped from 154cm 
stainless steel, cryogenically treated. Even the handles are CNC 
milled, from T6 aluminum, and finally assembly is by skilled crafts¬ 
men, who hand fit every component for absolute reliability of the 
knife’s automatic features. The blades are hollow ground, not the 
easiest blade to make, but considered by most as best for this type 
of knife. Blades are available partly serrated or with a conventional 
edge; they can be had in satin, bead blasted or black titanium carbo- 



the unwary on the Home Shopping Network: They are guaranteed nitride finish. If your life may depend on the reliability of your 

for life because their quality is such they can have nearly absolute equipment, MOD knives are worth your most critical consideration, 

confidence you’ll never have to take them up on this guarantee. They The ‘Tempest” designed by Mike Janich we had at our disposal 
are that good. (pictured here) would pass muster in the most demanding applica- 

MOD bills their products as “the world’s most advanced tactical tions: no excuses, 
knives.” Even though we obviously have not examined or tested Contact: Masters of Defense LLC, Dept. SOF, 1941 Camp 
every knife there is, it would be hard to take issue with that state- Branch Rd., Waynesville, NC 28786; phone toll-free: 888-832- 

ment, as they are state of the art in every respect, from design and 4158; or fax: 828-452-7327. Ask for a catalog or check out their 

materials selection to manufacturing technique. That they are the web site: www.mastersofdefense.com . ^ 


order direct through the secure online catalog at 
www.7point62design.com . Commercial buyers should call the com¬ 
pany for dealer info at 858-683-4130. 

1 I .U i '' i' t K yW 1 1 .r ,r 1 . - J1 

Masters Of Defense 

Few products these days are guaranteed for life, especially when 
the product itself is designed to extend your life, as is the case with 
Masters of Defense (MOD) advanced tactical knives. Some prod¬ 
ucts, of course, are given a “lifetime guarantee” on the assumption 
you will have lost the sales documents, wouldn’t go to the bother, 
etc., but Masters of Defense products are not the junk marketed to 



Offering bate trained dogs and training in: : 

| ♦ Anti-terrorisl/lmiage extraction Ij^kt 3 

♦ Perimeter 6 crowd control C|^ 

♦ Sorvoillanco, counter measures ; T“1 

♦ Special ops for military, law enforce- ^ j 

ment and corporate interests 

■ ' International security consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory groups 

— - ; available for immediate global deployment. Oar training personnel are active in 

— ^ their field in some of the hottest spots in the world- 

■ ~ r ~TJ. U.S.M.C and LD.F. specialists on-site. We offer the most intense and comprehen- 

, - sive training courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of Hew York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and stability. For more information, please contact as ot: 

III: [9051 502-3005 ♦ FAI: [905] 502-4242 

Email: 5Df@ladeak9.aim Visit ear Wek Bile: vnvv.ha9enk9.Bom 
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Buy just six back issues of 
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MAGAZINE for $30 and we'll 
throw in three FREE ISSUES of 
your choice. That's a $45 value 
for just $30. And for every six 
additional issues you buy 
we'll send you 

THREE MORE FREE ISSUES. 

And we'll still give you 
FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 

[Foreign orders add S3 for first issue. SI for each additional issue.] 

Act Now! Single issues $5 each. 

Or order online at ufunif.safmag.com 
These recent issues are selling fast, so don't delay! 
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#247 Him 98 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: discrimination in BATF; 
IRAQ: Saddam's chem/bio threat; TRAINING: grad 
school for snipers, BOSNIA: U.S. vets whip Croats 
into shape; WEAPONS: Chandler Sniper Rifle; 
SpecOps' “Doom" Buggy 


#231 JANUARY 97 

WEAPONS: return of the BAR. AIRCRAFT: T&E 
of Longbow Apache; BATF: rogues’ gallery of 
lying supervisors and agents; VIETNAM WAR: 
declassified secrets of SOG's legendary Mad 
Dog; IRAQ: Saddam's war against Kurds; 
BURMA: training Karen snipers. 


#248 JUNE 98 

MIDDLE EAST: U.S. troops on Kuwait-lraq border; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: ATF and IRS bust another 
law-abiding gun deafer; SOF at U.S. Army's pre¬ 
mier heavy-force training site; INVASION?: 
German air force in New Mexico; ENDLESS 
WARS: Taliban vs. muj in Afghanistan 


#232 FEBRUARY 97 

ELITE UNITS: SOF spies on Delta Force training 
in Houston; NORTHERN IRELAND: does peace 
have a future? DQSNIA: NATO air power; 
AFGHANISTAN: alliance against Taliban faction; 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: SOF on the ground with Bo 
Mya in Burma. 


#249 JULY 98 

ELITE UNITS: Royal Jordanian Special Forces; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: Clinton's end-run gun ban; 
WEAPONS: Mossberg M9200A1 shotgun; 
Russia's Saiga-12 semiauto 12-gauge shotgun; 
COLOMBIA: coke-bustin' Broncos; KOSOVO: 
Albania’s Ruby Ridge; 


#233 MARCH 97 

ANALYSIS: hostage rescue disaster in Iran; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: exclusive report on Gulf 
War Syndrome; how firearms dealers can survive 
Gun Gestapo bullying; SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
H’mong fight genocide in Laos; TRAINING: 
Thunder Ranch — boot camp for precision 
shooters. 


#250 AUGUST 98 

WEAPONS: pistol whipping for the 21s! century; 
H&K’s new G36 combat rifle; MERCENARIES: 
where today’s action is for hired guns; SRI LANKA: 
Tamil Tigers’ heist of the century; VIETNAM: siege 
of An Loc, part II 


#234 APRIL 97 

BATF: double standard for race relations; 
WEAPONS: South Africa's new 20mm sniper 
rifle; TRAINING: guntighter school run by for¬ 
mer SEALS; SOUTHEAST ASIA: Khmer Rouge 
genocide in Cambodia; MIOOLE EAST: most 
hazardous AO in Israeli military. 


#251 SEPTEMBER 98 

RUSSIA: inside renaissance militias; PHILIP¬ 
PINES: Mindanao meltdown; TERRORISM: 
weapons of mass destruction for tiny tyrants; 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: USG eco-terrs vs. conser¬ 
vationist in Hawaii; ME01A: blasting CNN/7/meS 
Tailwind story 


#243 JANUARY 98 

TERRORISM: Mossad plays deadly phone tag with 
Hamas; Colombian army battles narco-terrorists; TRAIN¬ 
ING: shooting in the shadows at Thunder Ranch; RUS¬ 
SIA: on the street with Moscow's QMON troops; VIET¬ 
NAM: Seal Team Two vs. Viet Cong; ATF: goes to Africa 


#252 OCTOBER 98 

TERRORISM: Ira n's terror exports; KNIVES: 
Gurkha kukr^|flfl|Min^JlFRICA: guer¬ 
rillas in i \ \ 1 generation of 

night-vis!fl*Mgi£pMMender; debut of 
expanded product review section; CHINA: has next 
Cold War started? 


■ #244 FEBRUARY 98 

ELITE UNITS: French Army’s 2nd REP parachute regi¬ 
ment; WEAPONS: Steyr Scout Rifle; DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS: FBI searches lor Chinese spies at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground; AFRICA: clearing land mines in South 
Africa; tribal warriors tight for democracy in Sierra Leone 

#245 MARCH 98 

CHINA: new rebellion against communists; EASTERN 5® 

EUROPE: CIA vs. FBI turf wars; WEAPONS: VektoTs 
CR21 bulipup; mere's multi-tools; AFRICA: separatist Gs 
in Angola; TERRORISM: how Iraq almost—and may yet jjrj? 


#237 JULY 97 

AFRICA: mayhem, mysticism and misery in 
Uganda; MIDDLE EAST: terrorism in Damascus; 
PHILIPPINES: government and Moro rebels 
unite to defeat Muslim faction; BATF: Congress 
grounds ATF air force; MEDIA: former SEAL 
Harry Humphries helps Hollywood get it right. 


#253 NOVEMBER 98 

VIETNAM: true story of Operation Tailwind; RUS¬ 
SIA: SOF goes on bust with tax cops; ALBANIA: 
smuggling small arms into Kosovo — SOF$ eye¬ 
witness report; VETERANS AFFAIRS: one man 
exposes more than 1,000 phony vets 


#238 AUGUST 97 

EL SALVADOR: Zona Rosa massacre update; 
police and military battle drug thugs; MIDOLE 
EAST: anatomy of a Mossad assassination; 
WEAPONS: Russia’s secret battle rifle; Kahr's 
semiauto pistols; RUSSIA: downsizing military 
hits hard. 


#248 APRIL 98 

AFRICA: American black ops; WEAPONS: happy 50th 
birthday to the AK; Kimber's neoclassic .45; MIDDLE 
EAST: Hebron's Apache platoon; “Balkanization" of 
Lebanon; TACTICS: sniping in the year 2000 


#254 DECEMBER 98 

COLOMBIA: profile of director general of 
Colombian National Police; TERRORISM: target¬ 
ing Sudan and bin Laden; MERCENARIES: free¬ 
lancers in Angola and the Congo; MEDIA: techni¬ 
cal blunders in Saving Private Ryan 


#239 SEPTEMBER 97 

KOREA: SOF on DMZ; WEAPONS: RPG-7; new 
South African Vektor 40mm AGL; VICARIOUS 
THRILLS: flying with USAF Thunderbirds; 


1st issue #□□□ $5.00 2nd issue #□□□ $5.00 3rd issue #□□□ $5.00 

4th issue #□□□ $5.00 5th issue #□□□ $5.00 6th issue #□□□ $5.00 

7th issue #□□□ FREE 8th issue #□□□ FREE 9th issue #□□□ FREE 

10th issue #□□□ $5.00 11th issue #□□□ $5.00 12th issue #□□□ $5.00 

□ I have enclosed $30 for 9 issues ($45 value) 

□ I have enclosed $60 for 18 issues ($90 value) 

Q I have enclosed $_for the issues indicated above ($5 each) 

Foreign orders add $3 for 1st Issue; $1 each additional issue 

Visa or MasterCard orders: Card no. OTT1 □□□□ □□□□ rTTTl 


^ v MERCS: European “advisers" in Zaire; INOONE- 
CT SIAr civic action or occupation in East Timor? 


#240 OCTOBER 97 

EXPANDED ANNIVERSARY ISSUE! MEDIA 

behind the scenes at Soldier of Fortune, Inc. TV 
series; KNIVES: training with Bowies; VIETNAM: 
did Soviets grab U.S. pilots? PERU: dramatic res¬ 
cue at Japanese Ambassador’s Residence; RUS¬ 
SIA: SOF inside military training base; 
WEAPONS: Walthers into the 21st century. 


Exp. date: □□ /□□ Signature: 
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Street_ 


City, State, Zip_ 

SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303 



























Register 
TODAY! 

September 29, 30 
^ & October 1, 2000 

/ Crystal City Marriott 

Arlington, Virginia 


2000 Gun Rights Policy Conference 1 


1 



ESY 


Sponsored by The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
> and the Second Amendment Foundation v 

Come meet national gun rights leaders and your fellow grassroots activists at the 15th Annual Gun 
Rights Policy Conference (GRPC 2000) in Washington, D.C. This is your once-a-year chance to network 
and get an insider look and plan pro-gun rights strategies for the coming year. 

Past GRPCs have outlined victory plans and made public the latest firearms trends . They allow 
you a first-hand chance to hear movement leaders—and make your voice heard. 

This year we'll take a look at critical issues such as: youth violence,"smart" guns, city lawsuits, 
concealed carry legislation, legal and medical scholarship, and federal, state and local action. We'll also 
preview the critical 2000 elections. 

The full roster of GRPC 2000 speakers has not yet been set. Past speakers have included: Alan M. 
Gottlieb, Joseph P. Tartaro, Wayne LaPierre, G. Gordon Liddy, Ken Hamblin, Massad Ayoob, Tom Gresham, 
Sens. Bob Smith, Larry Craig and Ben Nighthorse Campbell along with Reps. Bob Barr and Helen 
Chenoweth and many others. Check our web sites -- www.saf.org or www.ccrkba.org for updates. 

CONFERENCE and HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF MATERIALS ARE FREE! 

Books, monographs and other materials—enough to start a Second Amendment library are free, as are Saturday 
luncheon, Friday and Saturday evening receptions and morning and afternoon snack breaks. Other meals, travel and 
lodging are to be paid by attendee. Call the Crystal City Marriott at 1-800-228-9290 for special $99.00 room rate (you 
must mention GRPC 2000). 


2000 Gun Rights Policy Conference / FREE 


Yes, 1 waul to attend. I understand that registration, conference materials and luncheon will be provided 
courtesy of CCRKBA and SAF All other meals, lodging and airfare are to be paid b> attendee. 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_PHONE (_)_ 

Fax_Email_Topics you would like discussed:_ 


Send to: 


2000 GRP0/12500 NE Tenth Place/Bellovue, \\A 98005 
Phone (425) 454-4911/ Rax (425) 451-3959 
Email your registration to: GRPC2000Cosaf.org 






The GAR ANDS 


I have been fortunate in dealing with the editorial staff of Soldier 
Of Fortune magazine in that they often allow me the latitude to 
go on “fishing” trips. In a discussion with them recently I 
expressed the apparent fascination of some of my students in 
gadgets and technology. When I say fascination what I really mean 
is total mental and financial immersion in technology. Students 
come to rifle school with carbon-fiber, flashlight-mounted, muzzle- 
suppressed, nylon-strapped equipment and technology of unbeliev¬ 
able size and configurations. The truly stunning thing is to watch 
their shock and disbelief when the carbon-fiber forearms come off, 
the light bulbs break and the muzzle suppressors whiz down-range. 

The greatest point is made when a 200-pound man is being stran¬ 
gled by his tactical sling on the fire pole in Thunderville. Nylon is 


How Good 
Were They? 

Text & Photos by Clint Smith 
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Maybe what they need is a rifle 
they can have safely in their 
home that is functional, sim¬ 
ple to operate and which has a 
medium ammunition capacity. 




great in pantyhose but not always perfect for rifle slings. Two hun¬ 
dred pounds is not long in giving up to gravity. When 200 pounds of 
'Tommy Tactical” meets the concrete walk, now there is contact. 

Least someone get their flaps in a roar, I didn’t say I didn’t know 
how to use all of this stuff, I just personally don’t have a use for all 
of it. Based on your occupation or requirements you may be man¬ 
dated to enter a dark room, find and confirm a potential threat by 
using a gun-mounted light and so on. 

In reality, most people really aren't warriors and many don’t 
want to be. Maybe what they need is a rifle they can have safely in 
their home that is functional simple to operate and which has a 

Continued on page 68 
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by Peter G. Kokalis 

Photos by Chris Mayer 


be a liner for a bodybag and don’t loose 
visual contact with your partner.” 
That’s Clint Smith talking and I and 
Soldier Of Fortune staff photographer 
Chris Mayer are in the midst of one of fabled Thunder 
Ranch’s most fascinating and real-world-relevant 
courses: Team Tactics. Clint’s admonitions as usual 
are well taken, as there are, unfortunately, numerous 
instances in both the military and law enforcement of 
personnel shooting their own people. 

The purpose of Thunder Ranch’s Team Tactics 
course is multifold and, as usual, deadly serious. First 
and foremost the focus is on teaching and applying the 
“team” concept. With that in mind, there are three things 
“we” must do: 1) shoot effectively, which requires proficiency 
at arms and their proper manipulation under stress; 2) movement, either 
to cover or to engage or to protect our partner; 3) communicate, what 
you see, know, think and speculate. To accomplish these goals we 
need to perfect our programmed marksmanship and manipula¬ 
tion skills, our shooting and tactical skills, and promote and 
reinforce our mental conditioning. As Clint says so often, 
“You will do in a fight, what you have learned in training 
and if you cannot do it in school, you cannot do it in a fight.” 

There is, in my opinion, no more appropriate place to 
acquire the programming required to accomplish these skills 
than Thunder Ranch. Thunder Ranch’s highly respected, 
and well-known honcho, Clint Smith, is a Marine Corps 
veteran with two infantry tours in Vietnam. His experience 
includes seven years in law enforcement, during which time 
he served as head of his department’s FTU (Firearms Training 
Unit), as well as the senior countersniper on the SWAT unit. 
He was Operations Officer for Jeff Cooper’s API and both 
started and served as director of Heckler & Koch’s training ser¬ 


vices division. Together with his wife, Heidi, he runs the Thunder Ranch 
Training Facility with its busy 34-course schedule and still finds time for off¬ 
site training through International Training Consultants, Inc., a highly regarded 
mobile training program. 

Thunder Ranch has a guest staff of about three dozen instructors. The five, including 
Clint, who taught the Team Tactics course, brought an impressive array of experience to the table. 
Jack Furr, former Senior Rangemaster at Gunsite, spent many years as a homicide detective in 
Louisiana and as an instructor at CTA (Central Training Academy of the DOE). Jack is one of the 
most highly respected firearms and tactics instructors in the country. Rob Rathbum is a 20-year veter¬ 
an of the Denver Police Department and is currently assigned as an instructor at the Denver Police 
Academy’s Firearms Training Section. Prior to this assignment, Rob worked for eight years in vice/nar¬ 
cotics and four years in the homicide unit. While assigned as an academy firearms instructor, Rob was respon¬ 
sible for the development and implementation of the Denver Police Department’s Urban Rifle Program. Rob 
was also responsible for revamping the department’s Basic and In-service Handgun Training Programs. Bill Black, 
a 16-year veteran of the Littleton, Colorado, Police Department is a patrol supervisor and tactical team leader for 
his agency. David Knight has five years with the Kerrville Police Department and a member of their firearms train¬ 
ing unit and SWAT team. He has served for 12 years in the U.S. Army Reserve and Texas National Guard. 
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The 24 students in this class represented 
the usual cross-section of individuals that 
attend courses to hone their gunfighting 
skills. Seven of the students were police 
officers. The rest were men and women who 
realize that purchasing a firearm is only the 
smallest part of the self-defense equation. 
One of them was a commercial airline pilot, 
another a rocket scientist. This and Thunder 
Ranch’s Home and Vehicle Defense course 
are especially popular with married couples. 

The mix of handguns used by the stu¬ 
dents in this course was, as usual, reveal¬ 
ing. There were eight .45 ACP 1911 types 
(three of which were Les Baer TR Specials 
while another two were Bill Wilson TR 
pistols), nine Glocks (one a .45, the others 
split between .40 S&W and 9mm 
Parabellum), two SIG-Sauers, one Heckler 
& Koch P7M13, two Beretta M92s (both 
in .40 S&W), one Ruger .45 ACP pistol 
and one S&W Model 19 .357 Magnum 
revolver. Using speed loaders, the wheel 
gunner did an admirable job keeping pace 
with the auto loaders. 

The first morning of every course at 
Thunder Ranch is spent in the classroom 
listening to Clint lecture. This is a fascinat¬ 
ing and unforgettable experience itself, 
providing your mind can keep pace with his 


(right) Team tactics in the Terminator, (below, 
left) Team tactics applied to “grounded” drills, 
(below, right) Firing from a vehicle and then 
withdrawing to cover behind it requires well- 
rehearsed choreography. 





Team Ihctics At Thunder Ranch 
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(clockwise from far left) Team Tactics student uses his partner to 
conceal his drawstroke as he moves from one side of her to the other 
from the rear. David Knight demonstrates while Clint Smith discuss¬ 
es “grounded” drills. Team tactics applied to “grounded” drills. Rob 
Rathburn and Bill Black demonstrate tactics in the Terminator. 
Students demonstrate team co-ordination in the Terminator under 
the watchful eye of instructor David Knight. Thunder Ranch instruc¬ 
tor Rob Rathburn demonstrates the method used to clear a 
“stovepipe” malfunction. Firing from the cover provided by the bar¬ 
ricades. Withdrawing to cover. 


100-miles-per-hour stream of thought. Clint 
always stresses that there are two questions 
no shooting school can answer: 1) what the 
threat is going to look like and 2) what it’s 
going to take to win. Leaving us with the 
thought that “The single biggest failure in 
most gunfights is that people can’t run their 
gear under stress,” we departed the class¬ 
room for Red Range. 

After dry fire drills and live fire for accu¬ 
racy, we practiced all three of the most com¬ 
monly encountered malfunctions: magazine 
not locked in place, stovepipe and a double 
feed. The first two can be cleared by the stan¬ 
dard “tap, rack, bang” sequence, the latter 
requires locking the slide rearward, removal of 
the magazine, racking the slide several times 
and then insertion of a new magazine and con¬ 
sequent chambering of a round. This is a tough 
stoppage to experience in a gunfight and per¬ 
sonally I would probably transition to a back¬ 
up if I had one, as Clint says, quite correctly, 
“You’re going to have to fight back.” and “The 
fight will last as long as your ammo does.” 

We then began live fire with movement — 
usually withdrawing back to cover while fir¬ 
ing; as Clint frequently stresses that “proxim¬ 
ity deletes skill” and “the killing begins when 
one side turns to run.” Behind cover we prac¬ 
ticed tactical reloads and malfunction drills 
with our partners covering. Then we fired 
“grounded” drills that involved lying on your 
back and drawing and fighting your way to 
your feet and back to cover. Sometimes we 
moved from the barricade to a grounded part¬ 
ner and then both fought their way back to 
cover. The “grounded” positions included 
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lying down with either the feet or head fac¬ 
ing the target. 

Shooting over 900 rounds in three days 
means a lot of magazine changes. They are 
always performed in conjunction with your 
partner shouting, “cover” when you need to 
change and “clear” when you are finished. 
His response should be “covering.” Of 
course, any other verbal responses that 
would be appropriate can be used as long as 
both parties agree beforehand. 

At Thunder Ranch shooting a “Plan A” 
means firing at the torso, or the body’s ener¬ 
gy source, the number of shots determined 
by the threat. Firing a “Plan B” indicates a 
shot to the head — the body’s computer, 
while a “Plan C” signifies the first two 
zones plus shooting at the pelvis, which 
should affect your opponent’s mobility. 
Clint Smith says, “Shoot what is available 
as long as it is available and until something 
else is available.” At Thunder Ranch you 
shoot until you win or the threat stops. 
When moving targets stop, you cease fire, 
as they have either gone down or you have 
achieved compliance. 

Obtaining verbal compliance is an 
important aspect of training at Thunder 
Ranch and is stressed continually. This is, 
without doubt, a consequence of the law 
enforcement background of most of the 
staff. Every firing drill on the Red Range 
and all runs through the 
Terminator and Tower 
require the student to 
apply verbal commands 
to the potential threat 
before firing. 

The second day of 
Team Tactics commenced 
on the Red Range with dry 
fire practice and live fire 
with movement to the left 
or right. We then began the 
intricate choreography 
required when using your 
partner to conceal your 
drawstroke as you move 
from one side of him to the 
other from the rear. 

We then left for the 
Terminator for a lecture 
on team tactics and then 
both several dry runs and 
a live fire run through 
this incredible simulator 
with our partners. Back to the Red Range 
for more fire with movement, a trip to The 
Tower, the Red Range and firing drills that 
involved withdrawing while clearing mal¬ 
functions and covered by your partner. 
Terminator 1 and 2, Red Range and finally 
Terminator 1 and 2 again to end an 
exhausting day. 

There are both advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages to the team concept. Team members 
provide physical and moral support for each 
other, supporting fire, more complex targets 
for your opponent and assistance if you’re 
injured. On the other hand, there is the very 
real possibility of getting shot by your part¬ 
ner. Furthermore, your opponent has more 


targets to shoot at and a dependence upon 
other in the stress of a gunfight could result 
in a drop in your awareness. 

The last day of this three-day course 
started as usual on the Red Range. Dry fir¬ 
ing was followed by live fire with move¬ 
ment — most often withdrawing to cover. 
Over at the Tower we climbed the outside 
ladder to the third floor by teams to enter 
the building and solve its many problems. 
Moving to the Orange Range we faced the 
ever challenging “chargers.” Two runs 
through the Terminator followed this. 

At the Yellow Range we were introduced 
to the complex seat belt and handgun manip¬ 
ulation required for shooting from a car from 
both the driver’s and passenger’s side. Firing 
was from approximately 10 yards at reactive 
steel plates and the pace was intense. 

The course ended with a trip up the lad¬ 
der to the very top of the Tower and 


through a hole in the roof. There we were 
greeted by Clint himself. You can believe 
that anytime you encounter Clint Smith 
directing traffic in either the Tower and the 
Terminator, he’s up to no good. Clint will 
do anything in his power to short circuit 
your brain waves and push you into a total¬ 
ly inappropriate response. And, that’s 
exactly what he did to Chris Mayer and 
me. We both lit up a guy holding nothing 
more than an Easter bunny with so many 
hits that he resembled one of the infamous 
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre victims 
(Chicago, 14 February 1929, engineered 
by A1 Capone’s right-hand man, “Machine 
Gun” Jack McGum). As a consequence, 
Chris was awarded the Easter bunny at the 
subsequent graduation ceremony. But then, 
it’s that kind of stress and realism that 
brings students back to Thunder Ranch 
over and over again. ^ 


Her Ranch: II WirM Class Facility 

The Thunder Ranch Training Facility (Dept. SOF, HCR 1, Box 53, Mountain Home, TX 
78058; phone: 830-640-3138; fax: 830-640-3183; web site: www.thunderranchinc.com), 
which opened in 1993, is located 96 miles west of San Antonio, Texas and 46 miles to the 
east of Kerrville in the rolling-hills karst topography of southern Texas on a total of 2,400 
acres. This region, once known principally for Texas Longhorn cattle, is now a center for 
exotic game ranches. 

Thunder Ranch’s physical plant is world class through¬ 
out. There are four ranges. Both the Red Range and Orange 
Range are 50x50-yard square ranges. Red Range is the base 
range for all handgun-related classes. This 20-position 
range has turning, stationary, wobbler and interface target 
potential with “cover” structures when required. While the 
Orange Range also has stationary and wobbler target poten¬ 
tial, its most prominent facets include a unique “charger” 
system that represents threats closing quickly on the stu¬ 
dent. In addition, it also has a two- or four-target setup for 
high-speed lateral running targets with an 80-foot range of 
operation. The Yellow Range measures 50x100 yards and 
has IPSC body-style armored and disc-type resetting tar¬ 
gets. The target options include steel, paper, hostage, sta¬ 
tionary, wobbler and movers. This 20-position range is the 
base range for preliminary work in shotgun and some pistol 
courses. Also holding 20 positions, the 50x100-yard White 
Range has stationary, wobbler and high-speed turning tar¬ 
gets available. Its numerous barricades represent protective 
cover and/or concealment. The two-section Black Range 
has a 20-position conventional rifle range in 100-yard 
increments out to 300 yards. The other portion is a field 
range for target engagements from 400 to 1,200 yards for 
both known and unknown distance applications. 

The most visually impressive facilities at Thunder Ranch are the Tower, Thunderville 
and the infamous Terminator. The Tower is a monolithic four-story structure with its own 
tactical simulator that permits live fire in all rooms and stairwells. Problems of both 
internal and external entry can be addressed. The stairwells vary in dimensions and 
geometry. All of the window ports can be plugged. Students in the Countersniper class¬ 
es fire from the Tower. Thunderville is an elaborate, day or night, in-depth facade over 
200-feet in length representing a two-sided street setting. It’s used in all of the rifle pro¬ 
grams that present dynamic scenarios. With over 60 target options, as well as movers, 
hostages, runners and wobblers, Thunderville features computer-controlled fighting, 
doors, movement, timing and hit documentation. This simulator has been designed to test 
decision-making and target identification under maximum stress. The Terminator, used 
in handgun, shotgun and rifle courses, can simulate home, motel or office environments 
with over 400 floor plan options and targets that emphasize identification and selection 
prior to engagement. This building is covered by a free-span roof for training under all 
lighting or weather conditions. — P.G.K ’. 
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In Part I, Dr Marks recounted and analyzed the history of the 
insurgency in Colombia, from its root causes to the effects of U,S. 
involvement , FARC's enabling involvement in the drug trade, and 
the effects of Colombian government COIN ops. In his conclusion 
Dr Marks traces recent developments, including encouraging 
trends among the Colombian military community, and outlines 
what steps remain in the path toward resolution of this conflict. 

T he dysfunctional nature of the U.S. position in 
Colombia cannot be overstated. We have 
involved ourselves in the internal processes of a 
sovereign democracy, even as we claim that our 
only interest in that state is its drug problem. 

Yet as another Andean country, Peru, now the victor over 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path, Maoists) but once in even 


worse shape than Colombia, made quite clear during the height of 
its counterinsurgency, a system fighting for its survival has to 
have its priorities, 

Bogota thus has detached the extreme south of the country — 
the departments of Amazonas, Putumayo, and Caqueta— and 
made it a special counter-narcotics zone. There, the United States 
and its aid may close with and destroy vegetation to heart’s con¬ 
tent. In the rest of the country, the security forces are blunt: They 
do not want a U.S. presence as they try to get on with the lonely 
job of counterinsurgency. 

Refinement Of Military Response 

To that end, it was not until the end of 1998-early 1999 that 
many components in the Tapias-Mora approach began to settle in. 
General Ospina, for example, did not assume command of IV 
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Division until December 1998; Uscategui was formally arrested in 
May 1999. Eventually, the team that was assembled had, in addition 
to Ospina as IV Division CG: I Div, BG Eduardo Contreras; II Div, 
BG Eduardo Sanchez; III Div, MG Carlos Mendez; and V Div, MG 
Euclides Sanchez. 

In the ranks beneath them, it was no longer business as usual. 
Those who could not adjust to the greater ops tempo were sacked. 
In one division area I visited, I saw a brigade commander and two 
battalion commanders removed in the space of six months. 

In all division areas, things were turned upside down. Bases 
were reworked, especially those likely to see combat. Positions 
were moved and strengthened. Crew-served weapons were redis¬ 
tributed — and, in some cases, pulled out of mothballs. Greater 
emphasis was put on the skills of war-fighting. 

In particular, funding was made available to begin conversion of 
many formations to professional status. The standard term for most 
draftees was 1.5 years (only one year if a high school graduate), not 
enough time to teach much. 

Since the standard composition of a division was three draftee 
brigades, each with three battalions and a counterguerrilla battalion 
(BCG), virtually all manpower was locked up in essentially nonde- 
ployable assets. Only the 14 x BCG (ctr-g bn) and the 3 x BRIM 
(mobile bde) were real war-fighting outfits. 

Soldiers To War-Fighters 

This had to change. By mid-1999, at the time of the FARC offen¬ 
sive, the changeover was well underway in key formations. By 
spring 2000, in an important unit such as 4th Division, the switch 
was all but complete. 

Infantry weapons and ammunition were in ample supply, but 
shortages of crew-served pieces and communications gear remained 
severe. Transportation of every sort, whether trucks or helicopters, 
was all but absent. The army itself had but 17 choppers, the air force 
50 (the police had nearly 100, but half had U.S.-dictated restrictions 
attached to them involving “countemarcotics only”). 

Though the army was able to effect changes quite rapidly, true 


Colombian forces have an arms-market melange of weapons — but 
commonly seen are M 60 s of various types, and Galil rifles, (below) 
Colombian forces soldier on, trying to protect a system which does 
scant to protect them. 
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(above) With the Army having only 17 chop¬ 
pers of its own, and rapid response a tactical 
necessity, the IV Division did the logical thing 
and (above, right) boot-strapped itself an air¬ 
borne unit, (right) At the time of reorganiza¬ 
tion, most of the Colombian military was 
bound up in essentially nondeployable 
assets. The 14 x BCG and 3 x BRIM we among 
only real war-fighting outfits. 


jointness was not achieved. National head¬ 
quarters was integrated, but this did not 
extend beyond the building. In the field, 
the services remained separate commands, 
a posture which greatly hampered opera¬ 
tions, especially where employment of air 
assets was involved. 

Generally, close personal relationships 
could overcome obstacles. Air force pilots, 
in particular, demonstrated time and again 
their willingness to put themselves in 
harm’s way for the sake of army formations. Still, there was degra¬ 
dation in capabilities and response time. 

To streamline the army itself, by January-February 2000, the tra¬ 
ditional command division — 1 (personnel), 2 (intelligence), 3 
(operations), and 4 (supply) — had been reorganized into four direc¬ 
torates, each headed by a Chief: Operations, Personnel, Logistics, 
and Training. Significantly, under the Director of Operations (a 
planned MG billet) were actual operations (headed by a colonel), 
intelligence (a brigadier general), and psychological operations (a 
colonel). This turned the army into a combat command. 

The Directorate of Training was similarly revamped to reflect 
the needs of warfighting. Normal service and MOS schools 
remained under their own organization, the National Education 


Training Center (NETC), but a new National Training Center (NTC) 
provided the mechanism for manpower conversion. 

Whereas, previously, professionals came only through re-enlist- 
ments of draftees, the enhanced manpower needs necessitated 
allowing direct induction of civilians seeking to enlist, as well as 
prior service personnel. Each had unique training needs. These were 
met through new, separate induction courses. 

“Now anyone can join the adventure,” observed an officer with 
a grin. 

One of the planned outgrowths of rationalizing training and 
other administrative demands was the release from such duties of V 
Div. This returned what had become largely an administrative for¬ 
mation to the combat ranks. 
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To generate still more combat power, especially such as could be 
rapidly deployed, General Mora grouped his elite formations, the 
three BRIM and the single Special Forces Brigade (of four battal- 
ions — essentially Rangers, rather than true SF) in a Rapid Reaction 
Force (Fuerza de Despligue Rapido) under his direct control. 

Airborne! 

One division, IV, went one step further in its quest to cut 
response time and returned one of its counterguerrilla battalions 
(BCG) to airborne status through in-house training! Assessment of 
the vast IV Division AO quickly revealed that helicopters simply did 
not have the range or payload to get ground combat power to flash¬ 
points in as timely and efficient manner as the methods of a seem¬ 
ingly bygone era. 

Another IV Div unit, confronted with a vast savanna to patrol, 
took a page from a Vietnam War manual and produced an armored 
truck company, complete with mounted .50 machine guns and an 
accompanying 106mm “gun wagon.” In its first contact, it recorded 
six FARC KIA. 

Through such innovation and determination, the security forces 
have caused FARC to stall. Where, one moment, the guerrillas 
seemed a fearsome wave, FARC now has reverted in the popular 
mind to its role as “threat.” 

Move To The Offensive 

Everywhere units have gone over to the offensive. In February of 
this year, extensive IV Division operations 
cleared FARC base areas which had been 
pushed out east from the DMZ. Further 
actions, by the Rapid Reaction Force, did 
more of the same in April. 

Nevertheless, the contradiction in the 
government position is well understood by 
the military. The security forces have been 
fully occupied with their first priority, get¬ 
ting their house in order so that they can 
respond to the full range of the FARC threat, 
from terror to guerrilla warfare to mobile 
war. They have demonstrated that they are 
quite capable of responding to difficult cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The victories have followed. There is 
satisfaction in this, in piling up the bodies of 
an enemy who only months before was 
crowing of his intended victory. But that is 
the trap Westmoreland in Vietnam fell into, 
where the means became the strategic end. 

The Colombian military recognizes the 
dilemma. There is no shortage of officers 
who have read the basic texts on the Vietnam War. 

Indeed, FARC has responded as did the communists in 
Vietnam, by returning to the domination of the human terrain. In 
this, it has proved every bit as ruthless as the Viet Cong ever was. 
Torture and assassination, not to mention kidnapping and extor¬ 
tion, are so common as to go almost without comment except in 
the most extreme cases. 

That there are echoes of Vietnam in the FARC approach should 
not be surprising. FARC (and also ELN) were trained directly by 
the FMLN of El Salvador. The FMLN, in turn, was trained, both 
at home and through personnel sent abroad, by Vietnam. FARC 
manuals are very similar to FMLN manuals. And anyone reading 
either would swear he was having a flashback to our Indochina 
involvement. Strategically, operationally, tactically, it’s the 
Vietnamese approach. 

Giap Lives 

What is that approach? Key is the constant interplay between 
the political and the military — with the Maoist template, if any¬ 
thing, being regarded by the Vietnamese as too militaristic and 
parochial in its emphases (not enough emphasis upon fostering 
“international solidarity,” for instance). On the ground, the 
Vietnamese emphasize that the “three stages” occur simultane¬ 


ously as dictated by local circumstances. 

The greater level of command and control made possible by 
modem, off-the-shelf communications gear coordinates lower levels 
of activity so that they support or are part of higher levels. Widely 
dispersed guerrilla attacks, for example, have both local objectives 
and prepare the way for mobile warfare operations. 

This brings us back to the absurdity of Bogota’s approach, pur¬ 
sued at U.S. urging: A country the size of Texas, Oklahoma, and 
New Mexico has basically 30-50,000 personnel running around like 
firemen responding to the last California earthquake. Tactical and 
even operational initiative may be wrested from the enemy, but he 
holds the strategic initiative in the absence of government popular 
mobilization to hold ground. 

FARC understands this and has been pursuing successive domi¬ 
nation of areas with a vengeance. Recognizing that for the moment 
it cannot go head-to-head with the armed forces, it is again concen¬ 
trating upon hitting isolated, static police positions and uncoopera¬ 
tive mayors. 

An army report made in 1997 found that the mayors of 13.1% of 
Colombia’s 1,059 municipalities, or counties (I have another gov¬ 
ernment list which claims a smaller figure of 1,025 municipalities 
nationwide), with direct links to the insurgents. Another 44% had to 
collaborate in one degree or another. 

The U.S. press somehow mutated this into “40% of Colombia 
controlled by the guerrillas,” but the point can still be made that it is 
domination of ground which is the key. And in that contest, while 


there is nowhere the military cannot presently go, there are many 
areas where going there would be quite a fight, and costly. 

Ergo, we find ourselves back at the paramilitaries, who — autho¬ 
rized or not, legal or not — have filled the gap and engaged in some 
of the most vicious fighting against FARC (and ELN). And they 
make no bones about their favored methodology: Go after the insur¬ 
gent infrastructure. 

Contradictions Guarantee Pathos 

There is no way around the reality that a vacuum will be filled. 
By refusing to mobilize the population, Bogota ensures that people’s 
war is waged out of control in every nook and cranny. By demand¬ 
ing that Bogota adhere to this misguided approach, the U.S, pours 
oil on the flames. The result in many areas is pathos. 

Worse than this, the United States gives voice to human rights 
activists whose only target appears to be the government. This has 
made it doubly dangerous to be an army officer, for it means besides 
scanning out front for insurgents, a commander must insure that he 
does not get a knife in the back from officials working with what has 
been called “the human rights cartel.” 

The likes of Human Rights Watch (HRW) in New York simply 
have nothing to say about the daily FARC atrocities, which range 
from kidnapping (an important part of the Vietnamese approach, the 
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Army’s meager air assets, although of quality craft, were too thinly spread to effectively be used 
for deployment of rapid reaction forces. 
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better to bring about societal dislocation) to the most hideous tor¬ 
ture-murders of prisoners (e.g. skinning alive). Instead, human 
rights advocates too often function as a weapons system for the 
insurgents, trying ceaselessly to go after the security force’s top 
commanders, those of the army in particular. 

At no time was this more evident than in February 2000, just as 
debate was beginning in the U.S. Congress on the proposed aid 
package, when HRW released a poorly researched, slanderous doc¬ 
ument entitled Colombia: The Ties That Bind: Colombia and 
Military-Paramilitary Links. Predictably, it focused on three key 
commands, those of Bogota, Cali, and Medellin, and attempted to 
implicate those commanders, past and present, in alleged crimes. 

The report, though, was a bridge too far, such a transparent lob¬ 
bying effort that it quickly sank. The “evidence” presented, a mix of 
double hearsay and fantasy, should never have survived even the 
most cursory vetting process. Indeed, it would have ended up on the 
cutting room floor had U.S. citizens been at issue. It was, in fact, 
because those accused were foreigners that they could be smeared. 

The report’s linchpin was its fifth finding (page 2): “The 
brigades discussed here — the Third, Fourth, and Thirteenth — 
operate in Colombia’s largest 
cities, including the capital. 

Their commanders are consid¬ 
ered among the most capable 
and intelligent, and are leading 
candidates for promotion to 
positions of overall command 
of divisions, the Army, and 
Colombia’s joint forces. If 
Colombia’s leaders cannot or 
will not halt support for para¬ 
military groups in these units, 
it is highly questionable to 
assume that they will be more 
successful in units that are less 
scrutinized or operate in rural 
areas, including units that 
receive U.S. security assis¬ 
tance in southern Colombia.” 

There was the weenie! It 
made clear the bottom line in 
the entire report: The officers 
named were hurting the 
insurgents badly. FARC had 
demanded their dismissal, 
along with others, as a condition for talking peace and had seen 
its demands dismissed out of hand by the government. How coin¬ 
cidental — even as statistics demonstrated that it was FARC that 
was responsible for the overwhelming majority of human rights 
violations of all sorts throughout the country — that the do-good¬ 
ers should take up the effort to make casualties of the army chain 
of command! 

One of the most peculiar aspects of the report, in fact, was the 
effort to have it both ways as concerned command responsibility. 
In a portion on the 4th Brigade, the report, while fingering some 
subordinates, said the brigade investigated adverse reports — but 
these actions were “easily deflected” by subordinates who were 
adept at covering up (page 13). 

So which is it? Either you are upset, because wrongdoing is 
not being investigated — which is the thrust of the report — or 
you’re upset, because the command and control procedures of 
the army need to be strengthened — which would seem to be evi¬ 
dence for the defense, not to mention the dispatch of some U.S. 
advisers. 

If you’re saying there are some bad apples in the Colombian mil¬ 
itary, who need to be weeded out, that’s one thing. But the report 
says the commanders failed to do the plucking — even while stat¬ 
ing that “covering up” by subordinates was the issue! 

As if to cover all its bases, HRW dutifully noted which officers 
had attended, in any capacity, the School of the Americas. The 
attempted smear was laughable, since the activists seemed quite 
unclear as to what precisely went on there. 


Analysis By The Uninformed 

In fact, School of the Americas, whatever the HRW claims, 
focuses largely on technical training. That this-or-that officer may 
have gone there seems to have nothing to do with anything. But as 
I understand the logic: Subordinates did some things which certain 
commanders did not find out about; but since those commanders 
went to the School of the Americas, where we know bad things are 
taught; and since they’re going to command units to which we 
might give aid — we can expect bad things to happen — unless we 
put strings on our aid. 

It’s all a bit much. The bottom line is that the authors don’t know 
the first thing about either the people they accuse or counterinsur¬ 
gency. Most importantly, if we follow their logic, we should all 
become firm advocates of the U.S. aid package. 

Take another section, wherein HRW is complaining about the 
lack of perfect knowledge of his AO by the 4th Brigade commander 
in 1997. The commander happened to be BG Ospina, and I hap¬ 
pened to have visited the AO at the time. 

According to my notes, the 4th Bde AO was more than 7 million 

people in an area the size of 
North Carolina (that’s half a 
million more people than 
North Carolina). To cover this 
area, the unit had three battal¬ 
ions of draftees, two BCG, 
and a cavalry squadron (i.e. 
battalion) - let’s puff up the 
numbers and call it 3,500 men 
— with no organic choppers. 
So there were at most 3,500 
men running around North 
Carolina, and Human Rights 
Watch claims anyone is sup¬ 
posed to know what is going 
on? And that no one is sup¬ 
posed to dare form a neigh¬ 
borhood watch? 

In reality, the situation 
was even more decentralized. 
One subordinate unit with 
which I spent a week, Task 
Force Choco (TF Choco), had 
but 10 platoons (approxi¬ 
mately 400 men) to cover the 
AO’s 410,000 people in 9,719 square miles, which is a little bigger 
than New Hampshire! Those platoons were deployed, so the TF 
Commander could never be quite sure what they were doing, much 
less the brigade commander. 

That the unit was quite effective stemmed from mobilization 
of convivar, citizens with radios to report insurgent movements. 
Yet even these, though declared legal by the Colombian Supreme 
Court, were ordered disbanded in response to another FARC con¬ 
dition for “negotiations”! 

Another 4th Brigade unit, the cavalry squadron, was headquar¬ 
tered in the vicinity of Rio Negro, southeast of Medellin, but one 
of its troops (i.e., companies) was deployed to La Union in 
response to insurgent activity. La Union, the town, had 4,000 peo¬ 
ple; the surrounding farming area had 17,000 people. The total 
police force for the area was 10 men. 

Eleven houses had been bombed simultaneously one evening. 
Even with perfect knowledge, how could anyone have prevented it? 
The four cavalry platoons were spread out all over the map amidst 
21,000 people. But mobilizing the citizens to protect themselves, 
human rights types claim, would be a “crime”! 

In reality, the pattern of the war is no different from every insur¬ 
gency Fve been in, from the Philippines to wherever. The point is 
not that we’re unaware of the Yamashita Principle, absurd though it 
might have been (recall Yamashita was in a cave and had no idea 
what his retreating troops were doing). 

It’s that you can’t, if you’re Human Rights Watch, one of the 
fiercest opponents of popular mobilization, demand the creation of 



SOF spent a week with Task Force Choco, a unit with only 400 men to 
cover an AO larger than New Hampshire with more than 410,000 popula¬ 
tion. Constantly and remotely deployed, comms with headquarters can be 
a problem. 
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a vacuum, then seek to blame individuals for not being on top of 
what happens in that vacuum! 

Such a position may feel good, but it’s silly. Worse than that, it’s 
downright dangerous. Of course, all bets are off if FARC violence is 
seen as self-defense and therefore justifiable. Regrettably, this 
seems to be the position of much human rights activism, activism 
disguised as altruism. Insurgent atrocities are fine, because they’re 
for a worthy cause, “liberation.” 

There are those who in the Colombian force structure who have 
advanced, only half in bitter jest, that — in addition to the present 
medals for valor which are earned in combat — a new decoration 
should be added for having survived a human rights attack. 

Imperfect Democracy Struggles On 

It is this strange environment in which the Colombian security 
forces seek to protect a system which does not do much to protect 
them. U.S. Embassy involvement with such attacks has cost us dear¬ 
ly, far more than is appreciated. Further, we have opened the door to 
the abuse of genuine concern for human rights. 

And there is always the danger of pushing the security forces too 
far. At present, I have seen no 
signs whatsoever, even dis¬ 
cussions, of movement 
beyond the military realm. 

What could cause this to 
change is a combination of 
forces: continued abuse of the 
human rights system, added to 
government ineptness which 
was perceived as endangering 
the very existence or essence 
of the Colombian state. 

For nationalism runs deep 
within the “public forces.” It 
is a fact we would do well to 
keep in our sights. Bogota 
will allow us to run our sepa¬ 
rate war in the south, as long 
as this does not infringe upon 
certain internal prerogatives. 

First and foremost among 
these is to protect society 
from those who would over¬ 
throw it from within. 

There is a school of thought which looks to the past, to the errors 
which have indisputably been made — and continue to be made — 
by Colombia in the handling of the insurgency, and argues that the 
key is conversion of the guerrillas into legitimate political forces — 
by all means short of force. Therein lies the dilemma of the present 
situation: Such advocacy is understandable but will not work. 

Once an insurgent movement becomes a going concern, the 
dynamic which obtains is quite different from that which may have 
given it life initially. It becomes an alternative social structure, able 
to recruit, assign, promote, and control. The mistake of liberals, 
such as Human Rights Watch, is to equate existence with legitima¬ 
cy. This simply is not so. 

What better way to show this than to point out again the fallacy 
in the argument, “The rebels control a significant part of national 
territory, mostly in the south.” Let’s, for the sake of argument, say 
they controlled everyone east of the sierra (mountains). And, for the 
sake of argument, since IV Div, which has assigned to it a majority 
of the area, puts its AO population at 2 million, let us put the entire 
non-sierra population at 4 million. Is there any source which claims 
the insurgents control “all” of these? “Half?” 

Large “Base” — Small Support 

I think it is clear what I’m driving at: The insurgents have no 
significant support base. To the contrary, they “control” territory 
in areas where there is little — save, in many cases, 
coca/poppy/marijuana and a transplanted work force. The “insur¬ 
gents control 40%”-figure first surfaced, as best I can tell, in a 
map in the Washington Post , drawn from background briefings. 


which has since been reprinted and cited. 

The figure itself is reprinted endlessly without any attempt by 
any source, to my knowledge, to check it on the ground. To the con¬ 
trary, when the situation maps are examined, they tell quite a differ¬ 
ent story. 

Even the DMZ, though indeed the much-cited “size of 
Switzerland,” in reality has a population of less than 100,000 — 
with a growing number, according to the United Nations, fleeing 
the area. 

Increasing areas in both rural and urban areas, the latter 75% of 
the populace, are indeed becoming “contested.” Everywhere, 
though, terror is the dominant FARC tactic. This, as was the case 
with (Sendero Luminoso) in Peru, distorts the actual insurgent posi¬ 
tion to make it appear as one of strength and widespread dominance. 

Perhaps, of most importance, while the state certainly had a role 
in creating the original insurgency, and then made it worse, insur¬ 
gent numbers do not stem from this earlier era. The present insur¬ 
gents, especially FARC, did not become a serious concern until their 
linkup with the drug trade relatively recently. Thus they — and 
insurgency/counterinsurgency — cannot be separated from nar¬ 
cotic s/countemarcotics. That 
the United States continues to 
pretend such a division can be 
made is the canard peddled to 
us by a variety of actors, offi¬ 
cial and unofficial. 

There are times when 
negotiations and “humanitar¬ 
ian assistance” won’t do it. 
The insurgents, as disciplined 
groups (this term to make 
clear that leadership and 
manpower invariably have 
varying agendas, which are 
not necessarily overlapping), 
are not agrarian or national 
reformers any more than 
were the Viet Cong or 
Filipino CCP. 

They are political actors. 
They produce more deaths 
and more displaced persons 
than the paramilitary groups 
and the government com¬ 
bined. Indeed, one of the signal successes of the human rights agen¬ 
da has been to deflect attention to the symptom (the popular reac¬ 
tion against insurgency) rather than to the cause (insurgency). 

Certainly Colombia’s democracy is imperfect, but I think 
much of the recent commentary is over-wrought, ethnocentric, 
and more than a little under-researched. And, yes, the system 
itself has been a significant factor in producing alienation, partic¬ 
ularly through repression of leftist actors who have endeavored to 
work within that system. 

Still, alienation and insurgency are not the same phenomenon, 
and the one does not necessarily lead to the other. For that, ideolo¬ 
gy, motivation, and group dynamics must also be examined. The 
original COIN dynamic, detailed initially in this article, has been 
superseded by another, much deadlier conflict, one which has taken 
on a life of its own. 

In this fight, Colombian government policy may not be “right,” 
but certainly there is much that is being advanced as reporting on the 
Colombian situation that is wrong. Drugs, to repeat, are not the cen¬ 
tral element of Colombia’s problem. That is state fragmentation. We 
can talk of nothing until the government actually exercises its writ 
within its national territory. 

This will come about only through a combination of military and 
socio-economic-political means. 

The security forces are doing their part. It is time for the rest of 
Colombia — and the United States — to join them. 

Senior Foreign Correspondent Dr. Tom Marks has spent much 
time on-the-ground in Colombia for SOF in recent years. ^ 



There has been much innovation, adaptation, redistribution of crew-served 
weapons, such as this quad-fifty built in-house by a Colombian Army main¬ 
tenance depot. 
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FROM MY COLD, 


The NRA Is Back 



Holding a hand-made reproduction of a Revolutionary War-era 
musket at full arm’s length above his head, Charlton Heston offered 
‘‘everyone within the sound of my voice, [words] to hear and to 
heed, and especially for you, Mr. [Al] Gore: From my cold, dead 
hands!” 

As one body, thousands of National Rifle Association members 
sprang from their chairs as if prompted by an electric jolt, waves of 
thunderous applause and rousing cheers breaking over the conven¬ 
tion hall for the 129th annual NRA meeting, held 19-21 May in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

For anyone who holds the Bill of Rights, and especially the 
Second Amendment, sacred and inviolable, the moment was 
thrilling, even for an admittedly jaded journalist. In that instant, 
Heston crystallized what may well be the NRA’s most historic meet¬ 
ing ever. He set the association on course to play a major and possi¬ 
bly pivotal role in November’s presidential elections. 

A longtime champion of the U.S. Constitution and an Oscar-win¬ 
ning star of such cinematic classics as Ben Hur and The Ten 
Commandments , Heston made a little history himself, being elected 
NRA president for an unprecedented third term. But that was just 
one of many things that marked the meeting for posterity. 

Another momentous element, while less quantifiable, was no 
less notable in Charlotte. It was a widespread, almost palpable feel¬ 
ing in the air that, like Moses leading the Israelites, Heston has led 
the NRA out of its own wilderness. 

The NRA got a cold-shoulder reception two years ago in 
Philadelphia, not just from anti-gun protesters, but from the city 
itself. Ironically the birthplace of liberty in this nation, Philadelphia 
is now one of many major cities, all controlled by lock-step social¬ 
ist Democratic Party bosses carrying political water for Bill Clinton 
and Al Gore, trying to financially strangle U.S. gunmakers with a 
bevy of bogus lawsuits. 

Last year’s NRA convention in Denver, another bastion of 
Democratic Party hacks, was subverted by the opposition. It was a 
one-day meeting muffled by left-wing political propaganda, huck¬ 
sters hawking feel-good gun control while wading into the bloody 
wake of the Columbine High School massacre to blame law-abiding 
gun owners and the NRA for a monstrously insane crime by two 
nihilistic punks who adored Adolf Hitler. 

On the cusp of the new millennium, however, the NRA came to 
Charlotte big and bold, undivided and proud. The tone of almost 
every speech was in-your-face activism, not just about the Second 
Amendment, but about the future of the nation. If the Democratic 
Party wants to make guns a key issue in the upcoming national elec¬ 
tion, the meeting in Charlotte left no doubt that the NRA and its bur¬ 
geoning membership will happily lead the charge. 

Heston summed up the moment perfectly. 

“Do you feel that incredible energy here today?” he asked the 
standing-room-only crowd in the members’ meeting. “ ... It’s the 
feeling you get when you’re making a difference in the future of 
your country.” 

Heston praised the members for accomplishing three tasks he 
challenged them with when he took over NRA. First, NRA rebuilt 
its membership base, “not by just a few thousand members, but by 
one million members,” to approximately 3.8 million. 

Second, thanks also to the membership, NRA has rebuilt its 


financial war chest, Heston declared, and third, “I wanted to bring 
the NRA back to the table of mainstream political debate ... I’d say 
we’re not just at the table. We’re eating their lunch.” 

United We Stand 

Most important, Heston recognized the membership for putting 
aside the bitterly selfish internal squabbles that have marred mem¬ 
bers’ meetings in the recent past, distracting everyone from the 
NRA’s raison d'etre: safeguarding the Second Amendment. 

“More than anything else,” Heston said, “I asked you to believe 
in each other again. To believe that gun ownership is as wholesome 
as it is constitutional. ... To believe that a kid who wants to plink at 
tin cans is not a kid gone wrong. To believe that the great flame of 
freedom our founding fathers ignited has not grown cold. 

“I declare that mission accomplished!” he proclaimed. “I... see 
the fire is in your eyes, the pride is in your hearts. ... The NRA is 
baa-a-a-a-ack! All of which spells very serious trouble for a man 
named Gore.” 

The Charlotte meeting was historic in more tangible ways. It set 
an attendance record. More than 52,000 members sojourned to a 
city renowned for the bloody, inhospitable un-welcome its citizens 
gave to British troops during the American Revolution. With his 
army repeatedly bushwhacked by small, fierce bands of citizen mili- 
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DEAD HANDS-”' 



tia, Lord Cornwallis complained bitterly that Charlotte was “like a 
hornet’s nest” for soldiers of a tyrant king. 

Unlike Philly and Denver, though, Charlotte could not have been 
friendlier to the NRA, adding to the feeling that the association has 
turned a comer. Mayor Pat McCrory came to offer a personal wel¬ 
come to the officers and membership at opening ceremonies. More 
than 5,000 men and women, most of whom lived within driving dis¬ 
tance, joined the NRA over the weekend. 

For the first time ever, though, one of the convention’s most pop¬ 
ular attractions, the indoor air rifle range, was cast in serious doubt, 
much to the short-lived glee of gun control advocates, who had trou¬ 
ble mustering respectable numbers in Charlotte, and then remained 
a discreet distance from the convention hall. 

Two days before the convention opened on 19 May, city police 
advised the NRA that a Charlotte ordinance forbids shooting guns of 
any type within city limits, except at licensed ranges. The problem 
was raised at the next night’s city council meeting, and a one-time 
exception was requested. Council members split 5-5. Mayor 
McCrory broke the tie in favor of the NRA. 

NRA As Guests 

Noting that the city had made exceptions for other special 
events, allowing such usually illegal activities as fireworks and out- 


Preaching to the choir, Charlton Heston brings down the house at the 
2000 NRA convention in Charlotte, North Carolina. 


door consumption of alcoholic beverages, council member Mike 
Castano reminded everyone that the NRA has led the way in teach¬ 
ing gun safety to adults and children. 

“They are a guest in our city, and I feel that we have a debt of 
gratitude, regardless of your political affiliation,” Castano said. 

But when the NRA convened its annual meeting the next after¬ 
noon, casual conversations and speeches never strayed far from pol¬ 
itics and political affiliation. Outside the Charlotte Convention 
Center, the protesters were solidly in the NRA’s comer, except for a 
lone woman carrying a sign advising, “We Don’t Need More Guns 
and Moses.” 

After pro-gun demonstrators, the most popular cause was a boy¬ 
cott of gun manufacturer Smith & Wesson. One man passed out 
thousands of yellow stickers urging gun owners and buyers to boy¬ 
cott the company, now British owned, which on 17 March became 
the only gun manufacturer targeted in the municipal lawsuits to 
capitulate to the strong-arm tactics of the Clinton-Gore 
Administration and greedy trial lawyers flush with cash from their 
settlement with tobacco companies. 

In its “pact with the devil,” as one protest leaflet described the 
S&W sell-out. Smith agreed to limit lawful handgun purchases to 
individuals to one every 14 days. The deal Smith signed with the 
Department of Justice also stipulates that S&W would forbid feder¬ 
ally licensed firearms dealers who sell its products to also sell cer¬ 
tain types of other legal firearms. 

Smith would also forbid dealers handling its product from sell¬ 
ing at guns shows where lawful private sales occur, and promised 
the feds to distribute anti-gun propaganda with every S&W sold. 
Smith also pledged to donate 1% of its annual gun revenues to an 
anti-gun propaganda campaign, and to support so-called smart-gun 
technology. 

SUf Awards 

Soldier Of Fortune Publisher Robert K. Brown, who spearhead¬ 
ed a national S&W boycott in the editorial columns of this maga¬ 
zine, held a press conference on Saturday morning to present awards 
of recognition to some well-deserved individuals in the world of 
guns, culminating in a mock award for Smith & Wesson. 

Brown couldn’t find in his heart the words to adequately express 
his dismay over Smith’s recent betrayal of the Second Amendment. 
So at the 129th members’ meeting of the National Rifle Association, 
Brown found another, less delicate way to express himself. In a 
pig’s ass. Yes, a pig’s ass. 

The national news media was widely represented, including 
ABC News anchor Peter Jennings, who seemed to get an earful 
from association members everywhere he turned as he roamed the 
convention hall. 

Local coverage by The Charlotte Observer was, for the most 
part, balanced, although significantly more ink was spared for com¬ 
ment by gun-control advocates than is provided to pro-gun groups 
when they comment on anti-gun rallies such as the “Million Mom 
March” the weekend before. 

NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre dubbed it the 
“Misled Moms March,” because “they thought they were marching 
to keep kids safe, but they were marching to keep Clinton-Gore in 
power. ... It wasn’t organized by a ‘housewife and mother of two 
from New Jersey,”’ as the news media reported, but by a woman 
who is “a professional White House insider on leave from CBS 
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ABC news anchor Peter Jennings listens to an NRA member make an This year’s NRA gathering in Charlotte broke attendance records, is 
impassioned plea for gun rights. being hailed as a rallying-point event for gun rights. 


News, the sister-in-law of Hillary Clinton’s closest friend, lawyer 
and political strategist. ; 

“It wasn’t a grassroots campaign rally, but a Gore campaign rally 
— scripted and coached by the White House,” LaPierre said. “It 
wasn’t about moms for safety. It was about Gore for president. And 
Mr. Gore, you’re going to find out: It’s not smart to lie to Mom.” 

James Jay Baker, executive director of Institute for Legislative 
Action, NRA’s lobbying arm, also attacked Gore’s credibility, con¬ 
demning the vice president for using the shooting of seven school 
kids at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C., as an opportunity to 
promote trigger locks. 

Locks And Chains 

“Trigger locks?” Baker exclaimed. “This shooting took place in 
a city where the sale, ownership and possession of handguns are 
already prohibited. If disarming Americans were a solution to any¬ 
thing, our nation’s capital would be a crime-free, gun-controller’s 
paradise. But... our capital remains plagued by criminals. 

“Trigger locks have become a political symbol, exalted on Bill 
Clinton’s altar of spin, and imbued with magical powers,” Baker 
said. “According to Clinton and Gore, they can make crack dealers 
into responsible parents. They can even keep violent juveniles from 
viciously attacking their classmates. The hysteria has reach such 
ridiculous levels that the Massachusetts legislature actually ordered 
trigger locks to be placed on the Minutemen’s historic flintlocks dis¬ 
played in the States House.” 

Indeed, many in attendance repeatedly marveled at how, under 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore, lies have been turned 
into truth, evil has been proclaimed as good, logic has been turned 
on its head. 


For example, guns, such as those historic flintlocks, are by right 
one of the most tangible symbols of our history, and of the hard-won 
freedoms that make the United States the envy of all people on the 
planet who long for liberty; the bane of jack-booted thugs and 
would-be tyrants the world over. 

Locks, on the other hand, are the perfect symbol of oppression, 
subjugation and slavery. 

So it should be no surprise that Bill Clinton and A1 Gore have 
embraced gun locks — the most totalitarian symbol imaginable — 
as the cure-all for the social ills that, by and large, have infected our 
society thanks to these same socialists, such as Clinton and Gore, 
nurtured in the primitive slop of secular humanism and worship not 
of God, but of the state. 

Clinton and Gore, and their political patrons in Hollywood, 
exploit gun violence for profit in popular culture entertainment, at 
the same time they piously call for further curtailment of the rights 
of law-abiding gun owners under the foolish notion that this will 
somehow affect the behavior of criminals. They feed this crap to the 
public, calling it caviar, and the public laps it up. 

This was eloquently explained by the convention’s keynote 
speaker, U.S. Rep. J.C. Watts, Jr., a former University of Oklahoma 
football star, and ordained minister, whose conservatism and leader¬ 
ship in the Republican Party has made him a pariah shunned by his 
liberal black colleagues in the House of Representatives. 

“Blaming guns for horrors such as Columbine is no different 
than blaming the chains for slavery,” Watts said. “The problem isn’t 
the guns. The problem is what is in the hearts and minds of a very 
small minority that decides to kill.” 

Watts marveled at the irony “that those well-intentioned people 
who came to Washington” for the Million Mom March, “to pass 
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Pro-gun demonstrators make their point outside the exhibit hall in 
Charlotte. 
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laws that criminals will not honor ... were led by members of an 
entertainment industry that not only glorifies violence, but which 
has promoted the sexual license and glorification of bizarre behav¬ 
ior which produces so many of our violent young criminals. 

Blame Where Deserved 

“Our children have been forced to live in a relentlessly secular 
culture,” Watts said. ‘They have been robbed of much of their reli¬ 
gious heritage by the complete banning of religion from public life, 
especially in our schools. Don’t think for a second that they haven’t 
gotten the message. 

“They can discuss almost anything in school except Thou shalt 
not kill’ and ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.’ 
Discussing the abiding truths of our Judeo-Christian faith makes the 
adults very, very testy, sometimes to the point of legal action. And 
that sends a very clear message to kids. Religion is somehow bad or, 
at the very least, irrelevant to their lives.” 

Watts read several quotes from the police report on the 
Columbine massacre which, he said, illustrates how the killers, Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold, were influenced by the gun violence por¬ 
trayed in popular culture by the same people who want to abolish the 
Second Amendment. The two were especially seduced by the craven 
blood lust seen in the Oliver Stone film, Natural Bom Killers . 

Klebold wrote one entry in Harris’ yearbook that referred to “the 
holy April morning of NBK,” or Natural Bom Killers . Harris wrote 
in Klebold’s yearbook: “God, I can’t wait till they die. I can taste the 
blood now — NBK.” 

In a notebook the day before the shooting, one of the killers 
wrote: “About 26.5 hours from now, the judgment will begin ... 
What fun is life without a little death? It’s interesting when I’m in 
my human form, knowing I’m going to die. Everything has a touch 
of triviality to it.” 



SOF gave out Silver Anniversary Awards at the NRA convention, to 
leaders and luminaries in the shooting community. In alpha order, the 
awards went to: : 

— James J. Baker, in recognition of effort above and beyond the call 
of duty in defending and promoting the American right to keep and 
bear arms; 

— Jeff Cooper, for being a driving force in the promotion of defensive 
weapon craft and combat mindset as well as an inspiration to all; 

— Richard Davis and Second Chance, humanitarian award for 800 
officers saved in the line of duty through the development of excep¬ 
tional personal body armor; 

— Val J. Forgett, lifetime achievement award for innovative design 
and marketing policies that helped popularize a black-powder revo¬ 
lution in America; 

— Jim Fotis, for outstanding leadership in the law enforcement com¬ 
munity and for promoting and protecting the American right to keep 
and bear arms; 

— Gaston Glock, in recognition of his outstanding support of the 
responsible possession and personal use of firearms; 

— Kimber, for excellence in industry, providing top-quality, reliable 
1911 pistols at the most competitive price; 

— Buzz Mills, for saving Gunsite and returning to its values, beliefs 
and traditions; 

— Robinson Armament, for the courage to produce an entirely new 
politically incorrect semiautomatic rifle in an age of anti-gun politics 
and cheap-shot law suits; 

—William B. Ruger, lifetime achievement award for innovative design 


The killers “filled their spiritual vacuum by making a religion out 
of violence,” Watts pointed out. “I am not guessing here. We have the 
killers’ word for it. Yet the entertainment industry will not accept any 
degree of responsibility for it. This is an astounding position. 

“What Hollywood is telling us,” Watts said, “is that children are 
not affected by what they read, see and hear. This is obviously 
wrong and any parent who has to buy Pokemon cards, Beanie 
Babies, Nike shoes or Cookie Crisps knows better. 

“Can we link the Columbine slaughter to the entertainment indus¬ 
try? Clearly, we can ... If a person attacks a citizen of a different race, 
and a subsequent search of his home finds racist literature, don’t we 
assume there is a link? We would be incredibly foolish not to ... 

“I don’t recall hearing anyone blame the Ryder truck, the fertil¬ 
izer and [fuel oil] that [Timothy] McVeigh used to build his bomb 
for that horrific crime,” Watts pointed out. “Quite the contrary. The 
president blamed anti-government rhetoric and talk radio. Not many 
people, at least on the gun control side, disagreed. 

“They were admitting,” Watts said, “that people can be inspired 
to violence by their cultural experiences. After the Columbine 
killings, police searched the killers’ homes ... They discovered hate 
literature, violent video games and writings by the killers showing a 
deep affection for the work of Oliver Stone. 

“But who has gotten the lion’s share of blame for this horror? The 
man most to blame, we have been instructed,.is Charlton Heston. 

Honor Where Doe 

“I honor ... the entire Bill of Rights, not just the amendments that 
happen to suit me,” Watts told the packed banquet hall. “I stand com¬ 
pletely and forever opposed to allowing the criminal element to 
destroy our liberties. These liberties, ensured by our Bill of Rights, 

Continued on page 74 
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and marketing policies that made high-quality firearms affordable to 
the American public; 

— Bob Scheutz and Olympic Arms, for lifetime support of the.NRA and 

the Second Amendment; ; 

— SIG Arms, in recognition of outstanding support in the fight for the 
responsible possession and personal use of firearms; 

— Taurus international, in recognition of strong support of the 
American right to keep and bear arms and for efforts to promote safe 
and responsible firearms ownership through providing membership in 
the NRA with each gun sold; 

— Bill Wilson, in appreciation for the man who had the vision and ded¬ 
ication to put the “Practical” back in practical pistol shooting worldwide; 

— and to Ken Hackathorn, Walt Rauch, Harvey Sayle and Dick 
Thomas, in recognition for having joined together in an outstanding 
effort to found, support and promote the International Defensive Pistol 
Association. 



Unveiled by Col. Robert K. Brown 
(left) — but unclaimed — was a 
surprise two-ham award to Smith 
& Wesson “for selling out the val¬ 
ues and ideals of Horace Smith 
and Daniel Wesson and the unbe¬ 
lievably quick and treacherous 
jump to the Clinton anti-gun 
bandwagon” 



James J. Baker, Executive 
Director of the NRA/ILA, received 
a special SOF award in recogni¬ 
tion of his efforts above and 
beyond the call of duty in defend¬ 
ing and promoting the American 
right to Keep and Bear arms. 
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Ftei 1 almosT 90 years, il 
lemaiiis the quintes.^ntial 
fighting mol tor samlMrc 
mQW* ft mew#, Althpiigli it 
has been ridded in 9mm 
Pua abc 11 urn, l Om rn A u u \ 
mud ,3tf Super (and timy 
even .40 S&W and 400 
COR-BONh it is almost always assoei- 
nted with the- moss effective handgun 
sartriiigt iu date ■ die ,45 ACP. Il can 
he obtained in no less than three 
envelopes, from incredibly compact to 
its original form - the so-called 
Government Model. It has been tuned 
chopped, welded arid had gingerbread 
beyond description attached to il At the 
highest levels of my loop it is still, 
without doubt, the handgun of choice 
among armed professionals who are 
permitted ro chouse the tools of their 
prafi Each of us has his own ideas 
about what features are essential and 
which are useless gimmickries on the 
19LI. The IL5. tJovernracnt Model 
191 [ .45 ACP Pistol will remain pre¬ 
eminent well into the foreseeable 
future. 

Thunder Ranch 1 * honcho, Clint 
Smith- has, in conjunction with Les 
Baer Custopi, Inc, (Dept. SOF, LBC, 
29601 34 th Avenue, Hillsdale, IL 

5-4 


61257; phone: .!n'J-h5*-27 In; £av: 3119- 
658-ifii 10: e-mail: lesbuerfp riel ex ■ 
press j set: website: hnji/AvwwJcKhaoiL 
com), designed a 1911 dint refleas his? 
personal philosophy: serious and no 
nonsense. The Racr 191 \ Thunder 
Ranch Special provides only the Ida 
cures chut Cl ini feels are ueces^iry, 
together with the rugged reliability 
associated with all at Les Baer* 1911s. 
hand-fitted and finished Lo perfection. 
Les Baer has been casLotn crafting 
firearms since 1973. 

The Thunder Ranch Special is a full- 
size Government Model pistol. The 
overall liuigth is 6.5 inches. With a 
height of approxinlately 5.6 inches, the 
width at lhe grip portion of the frame is 
abouE 1.1 inches. The weight, empty, of 
this steel-framed handgun is about 39 
ounces. Ah of the steel parts except the 
barrel, stainless steel barrel bushing 
and grip panel screws have a high-qual¬ 
ity black oxide finish. The Baer 5-inch 
hammer-forged, match-grade barrel has 
four-groove rifling with a left hand 
twist of one turn in 16 inches provided 
by famed gunsmith Fred Kart. 

The slide and frame are precision 
machined from roll-forged 4140 ord¬ 
nance steel. They are heat-treated to 40 
R.C. and mill finished on CNC machin¬ 


ery after heat-treating to prevlenL 
wurpuge. Baer holds Lhc Lightest toler ¬ 
ances in ilic industry to guarantee con¬ 
sistency, The slid eta barrel channel is 
precision bored- The slide has a 9mm 
riling pin hole to keep primer flow to a 
minimum. The precision made filing 
pin has a 0,067-mch diameter eo exact¬ 
ly 111 the Baer slide and further inhibit 
primer flowing. The recoil plug was 
machined all the way through to avoid 
any more drilling or reaming in order to 
install reverse recoil plugs. There are 
precision cocking serrations at both the 
rear and at the front for safely "press 
cUeckingA Baer felt that Lhe cocking 
serrations on most M1911 were Loo 
thick and bulky in appearance He 
designed a special CNC cutter lo 
machine very fine serrations on the 
slide. As a result, the appearance has 
improved and they are less aggressive 
on the fingers. The ejection port has 
been lowered and beveled to enhance 
ejection reliability and protect empty 
cases from denting. 

The TR Special is also equipped with 
a skeletonized Cbmmander-s(vie ham¬ 
mer and match grade scar. Extremely 
hard, these two parts are furnished with 
the smoothest and most highly polished, 
surfaces possible. The recoil spring. 
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guide rod and plug are of the conven¬ 
tional Government Model type. The 
match grade extractor has been precision 
machined and heat-treated. The barrel, 
built to SAAMI specifications has been 
“throated.” 

The left side of the slide is roll 
marked “BAER Custom”. The right 
side of the slide is roll marked with the 
Thunder Ranch logo and “TR SPE¬ 
CIAL”. The serial number on the right 
side of the frame carries the serial num¬ 
ber with a “TR” prefix. Les Baer 
informed me that, as of this writing, 
about 600 TR Specials have been 
ordered, with no end in sight. 

The high profile, blade-type front 
sight carries a single, Trijicon, self- 
luminous green tritium dot and is dove¬ 
tailed to the slide. It’s 0.115-inch in 
width. The open square-notch LBC 
fixed combat rear sight has two self- 
luminous tritium dots. The square notch 
is 0.120-inch wide. The sight radius is 


about 6.5 inches. All of this has been 
carefully designed to provide an 
extremely crisp, clear sight picture. 

All of the pistol’s components are 
machined oversize and then precisely 
hand fit. It takes 40 hours to fit, polish, 
contour and assemble the Thunder 
Ranch Special, exclusive of the time 
required to manufacture the parts them¬ 
selves. Even the frame rails are pol¬ 
ished by hand. These pistols are noth¬ 
ing if not tight! The siide-to-frame tol¬ 
erance is held to plus/minus 0.30-inch 
when in battery. The barrel bushing is 
so tightly fit to the barrel that it cannot 
be removed without using the polymer 
bushing tool provided. The pistol’s 
sharp edges have been rounded or 
beveled to prevent snagging on cloth¬ 
ing or gear, but this is not a radical 
“meltdown” of the type so popular now. 

The attention to details, many of 
which may not be seen or noticed, is 
without peer. An example is the Baer 


extended ejector, a component now 
popular that, however, few understand. 
When shooting around comers your 
grip on the pistol may not be as firm as 
it should be. This means the frame on 
this locked-breech, short-recoil hand¬ 
gun may move slightly to the rear 
together with the slide during the recoil 
stroke. As a consequence, a standard 
length ejector might not dear the empty 
case out of the ejection port. The usual 
result is a “stove pipe” malfunction. An 
extended ejector will usually prevent 
this from happening. 

Moving to the frame, the magazine- 
well has been beveled lo assist changing 
magazines. The frame's feed ramp has 
been opened and polished, an almost 
standard feature now on customized 
M191 Is. The beavertail-Lype steel grip 
safety has a noticeable bump on the bot¬ 
tom to insure that it is disconnected 
even if not depressed completely. It 
entirely cups the hammer to prevent 







TR Special (right side) features the rugged reliability 
associated with all of Les Baer’s hand-fitted 

and^ finished to perfection. (ihlet)TR Special is 
equipped with a skeletonized Commander-styfe 
hamper, as well as a slightly extended single side 
thumb safety. 
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| 4 fianmnffer bile” and pfcrffiil as high a grip as possible. It fea¬ 
tures a fl.250mch radius cut from the pinhole. Both this 
component as well as the thumb safeties, either single side 
or ambidextrous, are mill-finished investment castings. 
Since 1992. Baer Custom has machined the frame high just 
under the rear portion of the trigger guard. The high grip 
permitted by these two features lowers the bore line in rela¬ 
tion to the shooter's band and reduces the perceived recoil 
somewhat. TR Specials are currently provided with slight¬ 
ly extended single side- thumb safeties. Left-handed shoot- 


(below) TR Special (Jell side) — note very fine precision cocking ser¬ 
rations ai both Uie rear and at the front for safely "press checking.” 
Les Baer magazines feature a special electro polishing process on 
the magazine body both inside and out. (right) Original Slim-Tech 
grip panels proved to be too thin for the author and so Clint Smith 
changed Ihem out for Thunder Ranch grips of standard thickness. 


cmi&v. 


N obody, in the United States has been making girt- 
leather I Linger than El Paso Saddlery Co. (Dept. SOF. 
F.a Box 27 1 94. Et Paso. TX 79926: phone: 915- 
544-2233* fsLx; 915-544-2535. website: www.eosad- 
> He ry.com: catalog: S5), While it was incorporated in June 
143 H9. she company bad already been in busbies* a decade b\ 
dial time. Along the way they have made more than a lew hol¬ 
sters for the fabled Texas Rangers 

One of the most intriguing holsters in the FI Paso Saddlery 
Co. catalog has been popular wish the Texas Ranges Ihr muir 
than seventy years. Known as the 1930 “Austin 1 " holster it was 
originally designed by one of the West’s legendary holster mak¬ 
ers. AAV. Brill. From 1917 to the early 1950s Brill bad a xHop 
right down the street from the Texan state capsiol bail ding in 
Austin. Men appointed to the Texas Rangers were, responsible 
for obtaining their own gear. In variably, they would buy iheir 
handguns ai J,t’. Pelmeckey Hardware and then go next door in 
buy rheir leather from AAV. Brill. 

Bobby McNeil is. bead hone ho at El Paso Saddle ly. Kind 
akvnys adifliivd the Brill “Austin" holster. Subscquem to 
Brill’s death Bobby leornwt dun Brill’s daughter Nellie 
Uonnalty, the wife of Texas Governor John Coimully. Mel^ellis 
wrore in her and asked permission to make her father's holder 
and call il the ' fe Austin T She wrote back with a tetter of per¬ 
mission and several original patterns. 

The 1930 “Austin” holster is a single-loop transitioii-iype. 
Made by El Paso Saddlery Co. since the early 3970ft the 
“Austin” is a transition from the full back flap frontier sty Ip do 
a modern fast draw type. Its single loop and somewhat nar¬ 
rowed back Hap provide a tradURfflid appeamlKS- Brill unt only 
narrowed the back flap on this design- but cut down ihe tradi¬ 
tional “S” curve for a faster draw. He did retain the curve 
on holsters made for the 1911 pistol and even put a sign djicam 
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ers on order the pistol with an 
ambidextrous safety, but this cannot be 
fitted to the standard-issue Slim-Tech 
grip panels. 

The lightly checkered wood Slim- 
Tech grip panels carry the Thunder 
Ranch logo. They are retained by slot¬ 
ted stainless steel screws and require 
special abbreviated threaded bushings 
in the frame. These grip panels reduce 
the width from about 1.25 inches to 1.1 
inches. They are especially useful for 
those with smaller hands. Since I have 
very large hands, they resulted in my 
point of impact moving slightly to the 
left. As a consequence, Clint changed 
them out for grip panels of standard 
thickness after the first day of the Team 
Tactics course. 

The match-grade aluminum trigger 
pad has a stainless steel bow and a 
vertically serrated front face. A short 
pad can be ordered for those with 
small hands. Trigger pull weight on 
our test specimen was exactly 4.0 
pounds. Many feel this should be the 
minimum trigger pull weight for a 
combat handgun. The trigger pull is as 
smooth as glass with a very crisp let- 
off. The alien-head screw on the front 
face of the trigger pad adjusts over- 
travel. However, this adjustment is 
made at the shop and should not be 

Continued on page 70 



Barrel length: 5 inches. 

Magazine: LBC-designed single-column, detachaBb box-type 
magazine with seven-round capacity. Magazine 
body and follower spring jftaining pi® are fabri¬ 
cated from 17-4 stainless ®el. A special electro 
polishing process is used on the magazinft body, 
both inside and out 

High profile, blade-type front sight with a single, 
Trijicon, self-luminous green tritium dot that is 
dovetailed to the slide and ,0.115-inch in width. 
Open square-notch (0.120-inch in width) LBC 
fixed combat rear sight with two self-luminous 

tritium dots.The sight radius is about, 6.5 inches. 

• 

Black oxide. 


Sights: 


Finish: 


Operation: 

Weight, empty: 
Length, overall: 
Width: 
Height: 
Barrel: 


Price: 

Manufacturer: 

T&E summary: 


$1,620, complete with three magazines and poly¬ 
mer bushing wrench. 

Les Baer Custom, inc., Dept SOF, LBC, 29601 34tfr 7.. . . 

phone: 309-658-2716; fax: 309-658-2610; e-mail: lesbaerignetexpreK.nei; 
website: http://www.lesbaer.com 

Reflects Clint Smith’s personal philosophy: serious and no nonsense. Features the 
rugged reliability associated with all of Les Baer’s 1911s, hand-fitted and finished to 
perfection. 


8.5 inches. 


1.1 inches with Slim-Tech grip panels. 
Approximately 5.6 inches 
Six-groove, left-hand twist with one turn in 16 
inches. 


Locked-breech, short-recoil, semiautomatic, single- 
mounted thumb and grip safeties. 

39 ounces. 


T4IUNDH! JMN(4J SPECIAL 


Caliber: .45 ACP. 


dip in them fur i.be pistoFs trigger. Hie 
J 'Austin" holster-has u strung 1930s in MWks 
look it El Paso Saddlery Db. si ill sells 
qtiile a few of the model to Texas Rangers. 

Tlie 1^30 "Austin 1 ' comes with a slight 
muzzle-rearward emit and lining. It sells tor 
$9tt. Add $20 for bolder stamping and $0} 
for lloral curving. A neutral earn costs $11) 
additional- 1 1 am me r thongs are Xtaiulaid on 
Ningltf-aeimii revolvers. Semiautomatic pts- 

toto .such ass ihe Gluck have covered trig¬ 
gers. ! chose to mutch this holster widi EE 
Paso Saddlery’s classic #150 River beh, 
which is 2% indies wide and finely Imfshcd 
with lii-inch billets. Smooth or non-slip Lin 
ing is standard. This belt costs $70, Add $20 
lor border stamping or $81? for floral carv¬ 
ing. A 1 2 -inch zipper can be installed for 
$20. With a #2-1- double-magazine pouch 
the rig was complete {$24 with stamping ). 
All three components were ordered wish 
holder stamping, which has always been 
popular with the Texas Rangom bind other 
Soul hwesl cm 1 aw on force ijienl perse n neE. 

The process by which 1:1 Paso, Saddlery 
holsters are handcrafted is bolh unique und 
fascinating. Holster patterns are cm with a 
"sled wkT die using a powerful hydraulic 
press called a “dicker. 11 Looking very much 
like 14 kilehen “cookie cutter,’ 1 the dies, with 
sharp edge* on otic side only* are made from 
HI Paso Saddlers pattern and lo their 
specifications The shttrp edges me removed 


by hand with an edging ion I. Alter Nik the 

edge surfaces are polished using a mugh 
Cjinvits cloili impregnated. with saddle soup. 
Tf specsfled. the safety strap is installed next, 
together with its snap on the holder body. If 
[he holster ils to be made with a lining, usu¬ 
ally pigskin although cowhide and suede are 
also employed, sfs gined with Readier <jun- 
Laer cement called ,l Rarge. " The lining rs 
m I led over al Hie ipoull> and slJ lulled in 
plaice. Thin is done Ln prevent Hie lining from 
sepMiing during repented re-hoSsienug Ifs 
an El Peiso Saddlery exclusive. 

Tlie bell loop is folded over, measured 
for the required belt width, and sewn to the 
body of the holster al the rear. A leather welt 
for spacer) is installed af approximately the 
same width as the handgun\ trigger guard 
Lo insure proper fit. The leather pattern is 
then folded and the main seam sfitdied. 1:1 
E^lso Saddlery uses Landis No. 3 Harness 
Stitchers. They have six of lliese laments 
machines, which have not been manu I al¬ 
lured since prior to World War II. Made in 
St. Louis, Missouri by the Laud is Machine 
Company, they remain highly desirable 
pieces of equipment, as they are simply the 
best si itching machines ever designed for 
leatherwoik. They pull llie stitch tight and 
well below the surface of the leal her to pro- 
leci the (bread from ubnatiiofl- After smell¬ 
ing, botli ends of the thread are burned with 
u soldering gun to form a hat! of melted 


nylon that will never pull through, After 
Hiiicbiruf, the main seam is made smooth on 
a drum Sander followed b> tile edging tool 
and polishing wilh a canvas cloth that has 
been impregnated with saddle soap. 

First dampening the holster and then 
inserting an aluminum easting ofihe hand¬ 
gun for which the holster is being made 
mi hi eves the wll-invporUmi blocking 
process. Sotiftr holster makers use* actual 
handguns, hut this mm the risk of marring 
the inside of the holster. Furthermore, alu¬ 
minum will not discolor the leather. The 
holster is allowed to dry naturally with the 
aluminum replica in place. 

After blocking, die holster is cleaned with 
oxalic acid, a mild acid lhat removes finger¬ 
prints and dirt. Oiling as done by hand with 
pure prime ueaLsfooE nil (nut nenuTViol oil 
“compound 1 ' with contains a substantistl 
amount of petroleum bjpuxluct^}. Neats Foot 
oil es an animal product that comes from lire 
hooves of cattle. Only a small amount is 
applied wilh each coal. As many as ten to 
twelve coals arc required. Subsequent to oil¬ 
ing, the liolsler is given a eout of FeibingN 
Harness Dressing. Tiiis non-acrylic leather 
dressing protects, waterproofs and provides a 
slight sheen. If il has a safety strap, the snap 
is instiled. There is a final inspection lor til 
hdi'nL" (Ire holster goes to shipping All of HI 
Faso Saddlery's holsters are handcrafted in 
Shis manner. — HG r K, 
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SOF Flies 
Hind 

Gunship— 
Fires Up 
Rebels 

Text & Photos 
by Al J. Venter 


Last month we brought you part one of Al Venter’s account of the battle of 
Freetown that occurred in 1994. As we noted then, Al was on his way to Sierra Leone 
once more to cover the war — rather than print part two, we decided to run his cur¬ 
rent dispatch instead. Watch upcoming issues for the second part of Venter's series 
on the 1994 war. — Editors 



W hen the war in Sierra Leone 
started again early May, 
Neall Ellis, a South African 
helicopter pilot working on 
contract to the government 
as a component of the UN Peacekeeping 
Operation, was among the first to go into 
action. He was averaging three or four mis¬ 
sions a day. Twice, he went up six times, 
using night-vision goggles to spot rebel con¬ 
centrations after dark. His logbook shows 
that in five weeks — from 6 May 2000 — he 
clocked up over 90 combat missions. Pilots 
in the majority of the world’s air forces 
don’t achieve a fraction of that figure during 


the course of their entire careers. 

— Lt. Col. Rob Symonds, British 
Military Liaison Officer, British High 
Commission, Freetown, Sierra Leone 

We did some serious fighting yesterday. 
It was late afternoon and almost time to go 
back to the villa when a call came through 
from the operations center upstairs. 

For most of the day we had been sitting 
in the Air Wing ready room waiting: There 
had been a sortie earlier in the day, but that 
produced nothing. Then it happened. Just in 
was a report from one of the Sierra Leone 
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army units deployed near Port Loko. They 
had been ambushed by rebels, their com¬ 
mander, an army captain screamed over the 
radio. It was a serious attack, reported the 
man whose nom de guerre was ‘"Scorpion.” 

Scramble! After a hurried briefing with 
the senior armed forces officer on duty, 
Neall Ellis — Nellis to the boys and Sierra 
Leone’s only freelance gunship pilot — lift¬ 
ed his Mi-24 off the Air Wing pad at 
Cockerill. 

From maps covering the walls of our 
base, we could see that our destination was 
closer to the Guinea border than Freetown. 
It was also a good half-day away by road, 
but it took us only 20 minutes in the 
Russian-built gunship. We barely got there 
before Nellis let rip with his first rocket 
salvo. Eight 57mm projectiles cumulatively 
made a mighty whoosh as they blasted off 
the wing pods barely an arms-length from 
where I was sitting at the back. 


A moment later the chopper banked 
sharply right and then left again as Nellis 
took evasive action. He followed up with a 
succession of short bursts from the Gatling 
in the nose. 

Curiously, the four-barreled 12.7mm 
chin gun didn’t sound at all like an auto¬ 
matic weapon. Rather, from where we sat, it 
was more like a low-pitched roar. With a 
cyclic rate of fire of about 4,500 rounds a 
minute, you could feel the retardation effect 
of the blast, almost as if the pilot had pulled 
back slightly on the throttle. 

As we continued to circle the jungle 
below, the reason for the scrap gradually 
became clear. Government forces that had 
been attacked were being led by an uncon¬ 
ventional and well motivated group of fight¬ 
ers known colloquially as Kamajors — lit¬ 
erally, hunters. Before the war, these tough, 
seasoned fighters roamed the forests of 
West Africa, keeping themselves and their 



(opposite) Scramble! After a hurried briefing 
with the senior armed forces officer on duty, 
Neall Ellis — Nellis to the boys and Sierra 
Leone’s only freelance gunship pilot — lifts his 
Mi-24 off the Air Wing pad at Cockerill. When the 
war in Sierra Leone started again early May, 
Ellis (above), a South African helicopter pilot 
working on contract to the government as a 
component of the UN Peacekeeping Operation, 
was among the first to go into action. He was 
averaging three or four missions a day. His log¬ 
book shows that in five weeks — from 6 May 
2000 — he clocked up over 90 combat mis¬ 
sions. Pilots in the majority of the world’s air 
forces don’t achieve a fraction of that figure 
during the course of their entire careers. 

families alive with what they were able to 
bag in the bush. Almost all had originally 
been armed with shotguns, some of them 
primitive old flintlocks almost two cen¬ 
turies old. These days, to match the fire¬ 
power of the enemy, they cradle AKs. 

What had happened was that the 
Kamajors had come under fire from a rebel 
emplacement on the road north of Port 
Loko. It was not far from Rogberi Junction 
where four of our colleagues had been 
ambushed 10 or 12 days before. Two of 
them, Kurt Schork, an American with 
Reuters and Miguel Gilmoreno, a Spanish 
national with AP, died in the attack. As 
Nellis expressed it afterwards, it was not 
impossible that the same band of rebels 
were responsible for both actions. 

Moments after arriving over the site, 
Hassan — sitting in the cockpit ahead and 
slightly below the pilot in the customary 
gunship configuration — spotted a truck. It 
had probably been taken from the UN a few 
weeks before. This one was heading fast 
down the road from enemy lines towards 
the Kamajor position. Mounted on its cab 
was an anti-aircraft gun. Only later were we 
able to identify it as a DshKa, one of the 
weapons that has done so much damage to 
both sides in Chechnya and, before that, in 
Dagestan and Afghanistan. 

Into Battle 

Nellis didn’t waste time. He gained a bit 
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(top) Ground crew completes final check 
before a mission departure, (above) Crew¬ 
member cleans the rocket pod. (right) The 
Hind’s four-barreled 12.7mm chin gun doesn’t 
sound at all like an automatic weapon. Rather, 
from inside the aircraft, it is more like a low- 
pitched roar. With a cyclic rate of fire of about 
4,500 rounds a minute, you can feel the retar¬ 
dation effect of the blast, almost as if the pilot 
had pulled back slightly on the throttle. 


of height, banked, leveled off once the vehi¬ 
cle was in his sights and delivered the rock¬ 
et salvo. That was followed by more Gatling 
fire. Moments later we swung low over the 
target to find that the truck had crashed into 
a palm as it skidded off the road. 

The vehicle was history, badly blasted 
by Nellis’ rockets. A bloodied body lay 
spread-eagled on the road a few yards away. 
There were more rebel dead lying nearby in 
an open patch surrounded by clumps of tall 
elephant grass. At that point I thought I 
spotted some green tracer fire coming up at 
us from a heavily foliated area nearby: 
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clearly, the rebels weren’t yet spent. 

By then Nellis’ attention was focused 
elsewhere: he was looking at another target 
and I was forced to hold on tight as he threw 
the machine into a tight spiral. 

In his debrief afterwards, Neall 
explained the action: “I had a vague grid 
reference where the battle was taking place. 
Operational headquarters had indicated that 
it was somewhere along the road to Mange, 
not a big place but nevertheless an impor¬ 
tant rebel staging area in the north.” Mange 
lay a short distance beyond Port Loko: 
Rogberi Junction where the journalists were 
killed was perhaps 15 miles away. 

“The truck was a distinct white shape 
against the red gravel and throwing up a lot 
of dust as it headed towards the Kamajor 
positions. You couldn’t miss it. Apart from 
two or three people in the cab, another rebel 
with an AK on his lap sat up front, balanced 
perilously on the hood. There were half a 
dozen more on the back, all of them clus¬ 
tered around the 12.7. 

“That promised trouble,” said Nellis. 
“So I had to get it and as quickly as I could, 
though it was good that I saw them before 
they knew that we were around.” 

Acting on the spur, Neall fired first. As 
he tells it, he could see that the driver — 
suddenly aware of the approaching gunship 
— had reacted immediately by slamming on 
his brakes. Totally unexpected, it had the 


Sidegunners keep busy, firing hard and inde¬ 
pendently at rebel targets as they appear in 
the jungle below. Onboard, spent cartridges 
litter the floor. 


effect of hurling the fellow riding on the 
hood headlong into the road ahead. The dri¬ 
ver’s next move could only have been dic¬ 
tated by fear. In what must have been a 
blind moment of panic, he put his foot down 
hard and, in doing so, drove over the pros¬ 
trate figure. Ellis recalls seeing the van 
lurch as it went over rebel’s body, in all 
probability killing him. 

By now both of our sidegunners were 
busy, firing hard and independently at other 


rebel targets as they appeared in the jungle 
below. Gooks kept emerging from the bush 
below as they tried to escape. Onboard, 
spent cartridges began to litter the floor. 

Because our flight came at short notice, 
I didn’t have time to prepare. But I went 
aloft anyway, even though I was in a T-shirt, 
jeans and a pair of sandals. One result was 
that a lot of time I was dodging chunks of 
hot metal as they cluttered out of the breach 
onto my feet. I should have known better: 
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I’d been in this situation without proper 
shoes before. 

For more than an hour we were in the air 
exchanging fire. Neall would variously 
carve a wide arc in the air, perhaps gaining 
a bit of altitude to observe the terrain and 
then, having chosen his next target, go in. 
Unlike NATO gunships, none of us at the 
back were strapped in. That meant holding 
on tight whenever he went into one of his 
classic 2-G turns. 

As with most things in Sierra Leone’s 
war, flak jackets were optional. Only 
Lieutenant Schenk, our portside Sierra 
Leone sidegunner wore body armor. I 
should have, but in this tropical heat, that 
sort of protection can become constrictive. 
Anyway, because the Hind is air condi¬ 
tioned, it wasn’t nearly as hot as I imagined 
it might have been. 

Within minutes of arriving over the site, 
we had settled into something of a routine. 
Either Hassan would spot for targets or the 
sidegunners would use the intercom to 
report something that looked likely. We at 
the back had a more lateral view of the bat¬ 
tle: Nellis and Hassan in contrast, could 
cover only the front envelope. 

Depending on priorities, Nellis then 


would turn, straighten out his machine and 
send in another rocket salvo or use the 
Gatling. Both side gunners would follow 
with heavy bursts from their British 
GPMGs before we would once again bank 
away. These 7.62mm caliber machines were 
better than good. Even though their barrels 
would smoke after prolonged bursts of fire, 
we never had a jam throughout the sortie. 

Nap Of The Earth 

Following a tradition that has become 
pretty standard in many of these remote 
wars, it is interesting that Nellis rarely 
moves about the operational area at any¬ 
thing but treetop height. Traveling at about 
160 knots, roughly 30 feet above the jungle 
is about his limit, though he might occa¬ 
sionally climb a bit to get a better view of 
the terrain once the scrap had begun. Never 
more than about 100 feet, though. 


It can be hairy. An independent observer 
from one of NATO countries reckoned that 
flying with Nellis was like going into 
Germany with the Dambusters. At one stage, 
he said, coming back after a hectic foray 
over Makeni, the altimeter registered zero. 

There is good reason for all this: SAMs, 
and the rebels apparently have a lot of them. 
Another is to avoid any kind of serious con¬ 
frontation with the sort of ordnance on the 
vehicle which we had trashed. 

In an earlier sortie around Newton last 
May — the town lies just beyond a line of 
hills that surround Freetown —Nellis was 
ambushed early one morning. A DshKa, 
together with a double-barreled 14.5mm 
had been set up near a tall white building. 
The two guns covered all avenues of 
approach. Purposely, the South African pilot 
followed the same flight path each day 
when heading for the front: The idea was to 
get them to use their heavier stuff so that he 
could take it out. The plan worked because 
at Newton, Foday Sankoh’s rebels thought 
they would get him. 

As Hassan, the youthful Shi’ite Leb¬ 
anese who has lived most of his life in West 
Africa, recalls: ‘The first we knew about it 
was when a string of heavy tracers came 


heading up towards us the moment Newton 
came into view. Nellis threw the chopper 
hard into an arc, but, you know ... things 
move slowly when you think you’re about 
to die. 

“Tracers just kept coming at us,” he 
recalled with astonishing laid-back aplomb 
for someone still so young. “For a while it 
seemed like some were clipping our tail 
rotors. Finally we were out of range. It was 
close,” he told me. 

What happened next was like something 
out of the Neall Ellis’ proposed Handbook 
on Brush-Fire Warfare. Standing off, little 
more than a mile from Newtown, he loosed 
two salvoes of rockets at the position where 



Hassan, Ellis’ Shi’ite nose gunner, mans the 
Mi24’s 4-barrelled 12.7mm Gatling gun. 
(below) One of the problems facing Nellis: All 
the instruments are labeled in Cyrillic script 
on the circuit breaker panel. 


Nellis didn’t waste time — 
He gained a bit 
of height, 
banked, 
leveled off 
once the 
vehicle was in 
his sights and 
delivered the 
rocket salvo... 
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Freetown, Sierra Leone. In spite of signs indicating otherwise, Freetown has seen some of the 
most savage fighting on the continent. 



the guns had been positioned, first at one 
side of the building, then the other. 

“After that we went in fast,” said 
Hassan, “firing the Gatling and more rock¬ 
ets ” End of story. 

There are also a lot of RPG-7s in this 
untidy conflict. Ubiquitous in most Third 
World wars, the rebels use them with abandon. 

That trend was illustrated by an incident 
reported by Joint Operations Command the 
day before we went in. An Indian Air Force 
Alouette — unarmed, as is the UN custom 
— was on a recce in the same area between 
Rogberi and Mange. Like all UN planes in 
Sierra Leone, it was painted white and 
nobody could have missed the two extra- 
large letters painted on the fuselage. 

What we heard later was that the Indians 
had spotted a column of gooks moving fast 
along a jungle path. They waved at the 
Alouette, which began to circle. The chop¬ 
per crew waved back, but not before the 
pilot observed that the men on the ground 
had discreetly lowered their weapons to 
their sides, as if to hide them. The next 
moment there were three RPG grenades 
coming up at the hovering Alouette. 

As usual, the rebels, probably high on 
dope, missed. Truth is, these tiny French- 
built gun ships have little armor — except 
under the pilots’ seat — and are vulnerable 
to ground fire. 

Much Ado About RPGs 

Nellis, incidentally, is dismissive of the 
RPG as an anti-aircraft weapon even though 
volleys of them took out two U.S. Army 
Black Hawks in a notorious Mogadishu bat¬ 
tle which resulted in the deaths of some of 
the crews and more than a dozen U.S. 
Rangers. The incident shocked the American 
nation. With the heavily armored Mi-24, he 
reckons, RPGs are not really a problem. It’s 
his view that you’ve got to be inordinately 
unlucky to be brought down by one. 

It is interesting, that as a consequence of 
the Russians having lost so many heli¬ 
copters to ground fire in Afghanistan — 
including many more Mi-24s than they care 
to admit — they eventually incorporated an 
all-titanium cockpit “capsule” into the 
design of the Hind. It protects both men up 
front, and though not impervious to larger 
calibers, offers a lot more protection than 
before. For us at the back, it was different. 
Obviously we had a lot more metal between 
us and the gooks than the Indians in their lit¬ 
tle Alouette. Still, the big stuff bothered us: 
12.7mm and 14.5mm. 

Interestingly, the Indians have taken a 
more pragmatic approach to this war than 
some of the other nations involved in what 
is still termed a Peacekeeping Mission. 
While all this was going on, three of their 
own Mi-24 gunships were being assembled 
at Lungi. As it was phrased by one of their 
commanders, “If those people shoot at us, 
we’ll retaliate and it won’t be a game.” 

Notably, the two Indian battalions that 
arrived in Sierra Leone while I was there are 
crack fighting units straight out of Kashmir. 
The African posting is said to be a reward 


for a job well done, as one of their officers 
commented. 

So it went on for the rest of the time that 
we worked the target area. Nellis would 
bank sharply as soon as something came 
into view. If he didn’t use his Gatling, more 
rockets would follow. With 32 projectiles in 
each pod, he was capable of eight salvos per 
sortie. After each action we would revert to 
tree-top mode. 

Gradually the pace slackened. Weaving 
about in the air enough to make me squea¬ 
mish, we waited until we could see some of 
the army’s ground forces approaching along 
the road. It was their task to secure the vehi¬ 
cle and the DshKa. That done, Nellis head¬ 
ed a short distance north, towards the river¬ 
side town of Mange. It was from there that 
the truck had originally come. 

More than a village than a town and 
dominated by a disproportionately large, 
white mosque with requisite tower, Mange 
is not a big place. Suddenly, vision like, it 
emerged from the jungle. Nellis fired his 
rockets and, a second later, looped round 


while he prepared for another run-in. I 
didn’t see any retaliatory fire, but the pilot 
assured me that there was. 

His target this time, as he explained it 
afterwards, was a cluster of buildings pro¬ 
tected by sandbags at the southern end of a 
large bridge on the outskirts of town. 
Earlier, intelligence had indicated that it had 
been used as a rebel checkpoint. Banking 
once more, he came in for a final pasting, 
hitting several more buildings at the far end. 

We were back in Lungi to refuel rough¬ 
ly 12 minutes later. By the time we got to 
army headquarters across the bay, we’d 
been out for just on two hours. Winding 
down, we found that just about all the heli¬ 
copter’s ammo had been used. The tally of 
confirmed kills — body counts — was 14. 

There might have been many more 
wounded, but we would never know 
because the jungle claims its own. 
Certainly, not many of the wounded were 
likely to have survived. Without specialist 

Continued on page 71 
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by John J. Culbertson 

The following is an abridged excerpt from the author's 
Military Book Club bestseller Operation Tuscaloosa. 


r. hadjustcomeinfromAn Hoa, 

First Squad was to join the rest of first platoon on Phu Loc 6 and 
await the rest of Hotel Company, which would be marching across 
Liberty Bridge in fropt of our position’ around 1400 hours. First 
Platoon would then take the point and guide the rest of Hotel’s 
Marines to positions along the western bank of the Song Thu Bon 
River. The positions were to be dug in with a 180-degree field of 
visibility from up river to down river. The squads were to be divid¬ 
ed into two fire teams each occupying a bunker approximately 200 
meters distant from their neighbor. Fields of fire were to interlock, 
and each squad would have one machine gun position and two auto¬ 
matic riflemen. Two 105mm howitzers had been helilifted to Phu 
Loc 6 with about 1,000 rounds of ammunition. These guns could 
provide protective fire to shelter Hotel Company’s positions, or the 
105mm howitzers could fire preplotted fire missions into grid sec¬ 
tors along the river that were likely crossing points for the enemy. 

Two reinforced rifle companies (Echo and Foxtrot) were out 
presently sweeping the Arizona from a departure point some 12 
miles to our east, far across the Song Thu Bon. The companies, both 
from Two-Five at An Hoa Combat Base, were linked up and running 
crossing patterns through the paddies, jungle-cloaked hills and val¬ 
leys, and through all the local villages. The objective of the sweep¬ 
ing companies was to drive the enemy before their joined formations 
toward the river where Hotel Company was emplaced in carefully 
constructed bunkers that were not visible to Charlie from the oppo¬ 
site bank of the river. Hopefully, Charlie would attempt a night cross¬ 
ing at several of the narrows in the river. If a crossing was made at 
night, the blocking force Marines of Hotel Company would call an 
artillery fire mission from Phu Loc 6. The two 105mm howitzers 
would fire illumination rounds high over Hotel’s position. These 
rounds would explode high in the air and illuminate the ground as 
though it were daylight. The burning orb of the illumination charge 
would fall suspended by a parachute, shining for around 20 seconds, 
before the charge was immersed in the river and extinguished. 

If Charlie failed to elude the Marines of Echo and Foxtrot 
Companies, the river created a natural barrier which the Viet Cong 
must negotiate at some point to escape back into the myriad of pro¬ 
tective hamlets in the An Hoa basin. First Squad ate a comfortable C- 
radon repast, and smoked a couple of cigarettes before we divided up 
the watches. I got the 0200 to 0400 watch, which as junior man was 
my just desserts. The 0200 watch, or graveyard shift, didn’t bother 
me because if Charlie came across our sector it was an even money 



Song Thu Bon, 
off Nong Son 
Mountain firebase, 
where blocking 
forces drew blood, 


bet that 0300 to 0500 hours would be Charlie’s ideal time to move. 
Defensive troops on guard are generally tired and the least alert just 
before dawn. That fact was not lost on Charlie but I wanted to catch 
the commie bastards crossing on my watch. That way I was certain 
not to miss anything! Just maybe, I would get the first shot at sneaky 
Charlie as he lay motionless in a shallow draft, village pole boat. 

The sun burned itself out over the river and seemed to melt into 
the dark silhouettes of the distant mountains. I lay back in my fight¬ 
ing hole fully dressed resting on the relative softness of my haver¬ 
sack covered by my poncho. My rifle was fully loaded and rested 
against the parapet of my foxhole. My flak jacket and helmet were 
on the ground behind my head where I could grab them instantly, if 
we went into action. Laffley, old salty veteran that he was, got the 
first watch from 2000 to 2200 hours. Then Bums from 2200 to 
2400, and Corporal Kirby from 2400 to 0200 hours, when I would 
come on duty. I closed my eyes and focused on visions of Mora, 
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Blocking Forces Along Hie Song Hiu Bon 


Dad, and little Susie back home and was off to sleep. 

At exactly 0200, Kirby shook my shoulders, and 1 was instantly 
with the program. Kirby who was short, blond and stocky, and 
hailed from someplace like Bald Knob, Kentucky, or another high¬ 
ly cosmopolitan environ, whispered, “Culbertson, they’re firing 
illumination about 2,000 meters to our front. Echo or Foxtrot are 
pushing Charlie hard. If the activity gets within eyesight across the 
far bank wake me up immediately. Got it?” 

“Aye, aye Corporal,” I breathed, as I slipped my flak jacket over 
my shoulders and fitted my helmet where I could just see the oppo¬ 
site bank of the river under the brim of the cammo cover. I had 
learned that night vision is hampered if you take in too wide a per¬ 


spective, or if too much light is allowed to enter your eyes. All I 
needed to worry about was my direct front. If Charlie came across 
it would be smack in front of my position. I caressed the stock of my 
Ml4, and removed the magazine and tested the pressure on the 
spring to make certain it was full. I was ready and my eyesight was 
20/20.1 thought, “Please cross the fucking river now Charlie, ’cause 
Uncle John is waitin’ for your ass.” 

From behind me I heard one of the field guns at Phu Loc 6 report 
and send a round our way. The canister split high overhead, and a 
20,000-candlepower illumination filament swung back and forth in 
a lazy arc down, down over the river. The opposite bank, the sand, 
and water was clear as in the daytime, and I begin to fear that 


SEPTEMBER EOOO ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE - www.sofmag.com 


65 


The Test Of Blood 



Charlie could see us and would not come. 

I strained my eyes to the front, and sure enough not 200 meters 
from the bank, the bushes were moving as men pushed ahead to the 
river. “Kirby, Kirby wake up! The gooks are right in front of us. 
Wake up man!” 

Kirby was awake seconds later at the front of the bunker scan¬ 
ning the river bank. “Yeah, I got ’em now, they’re coming straight 
toward us. Get Laffley and Bums up into firing positions.” 

The other two woke easily and grabbed their vest and helmets. 

The fire team spread out along our bunker with each man respon¬ 
sible for a field of fire to the direct front. Kirby spoke first, “Let 
them get in their boats and into mid-stream before we engage. I will 
fire first and you men may then fire at will. Is that clear?” We nod¬ 
ded, intent upon Charlie’s actions now, our vision swept up and 
down the far bank awaiting the first sign of Charlie. 

“I got one. There he is holding something at the water’s edge 
about 150 meters north of Culbertson. You pick him up yet? There’s 
three more getting into the shallow boat. That first dink is holding a 
rope to steady the craft until his buddies can hunker down inside. Oh 
shit, man, there’s at least 10 more getting into boats all along that lit¬ 
tle cove!” Laffley had great eyes and gave us the play by play. 

Kirby looked sharp at the activity that seemed to get more ani¬ 
mated. Several explosions flared 500 meters to our front. It 
appeared that Echo or Foxtrot was closing in for the kill. 

“Culbertson, what do you make these explosions out to be?” 

Kirby was testing my knowledge identifying weapon systems at 
night. It was important to know what weapons were used either in 
your defense, or against you by Charlie because their existed very 

66 


3rd Platoon, Hotel Company, 2/5 on bunkers on Nong Son Mountain 
following Operation Tuscaloosa, (foreground) Lafley, Ybarra and 
McDonald. Author’s right profile is between the latter two. 

specific methods of protecting yourself from different types of 
attack. Marines did not react the same to an attack by machine-gun 
fire as one did to mortar fire. 

“Corporal Kirby, those explosions sound like M79 blooper shells 
impacting.” I ventured. 

“Good guess. That’s exactly what they are, and Echo and Foxtrot 
are close enough to spit on those dinks.” Corporal Kirby offered that 
last bit of information to underline the reality that Echo or Foxtrot 
could get to Charlie before Charlie got free into the river and into 
our rifle sights. The only thing I knew was that this was one excit¬ 
ing happening! The sweat was fairly running down off my brow and 
my grip was slippery on my rifle. 

Laffley hissed, “They’re into the boats and pushing off from the 
banks. I count four boats and about a dozen V.C. Man alive, Kirby 
let’s barbecue these fuckers.” 

“Hey Bums, you think the next bunker can see these dinks from 
over there. I mean, if no one but us can see these guys then they’re 
ours.” Kirby and Bums were buddies. Both came from the South in 
some Appalachian woodlands, where Bum’s swore that when he 
wanted some supper he got out his .22 rifle and walked into the for¬ 
est to shoot rabbits or squirrels. Both Kirby and Bums were naturals 
in Vietnam, and their hunting and camping skills were not the least 
obsolete in this jungle hell-hole. 

“Lookee here, they cornin’ down right purdy now. Boats all lined 
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3rd Platoon CO Lt. John Pindel fires 106mm rifle off Nong Son Mountain 
into Antenna Valley, 1967. 


Between battles, Marines hit the beach —• China Beach, that is — and 
the young lady appears impressed. 


up real nice!” Kirby’s excitement was felt by all of us. “Pfc. Bums 
you got the honor of first shot. The team can fire at will after Bums 
opens up. Steady now boys, watch your sights and markers close!” 

Bums’ rifle swung easily with the muzzle tracking the bow of the 
lead boat, as it swung-into mid-channel and picked up speed. 

Blam, Blam, Boom , Boom , Boom echoed the reports of our rifles 
off the far riverbank. All four members of the fire team were work¬ 
ing the Viet Cong boats over now. All the bullshit had stopped, and 
the Marines were covering each craft from bow to stem with accu¬ 
rate and deadly plunging fire. The cones of rifle fire impacted with 
the boats and the surrounding water, and lifted the river’s channel 
into a fountain like froth of death. The heavy .30 caliber bullets 
slammed through men and wood as the boats were cut into kindling. 
Not a shot was returned from Charlie, so suddenly had the bullets 
poured into the fragile craft. 

Blam , Blam, Boom, Pwaang, Pwaang went the rounds from the 
Marines’ bunkers thudding into the wreckage of the Viet Cong sol¬ 
diers. Bullets skidded off the fractured lumber that littered the water, 
and made a whaanging sound as they ricocheted into the far river 
bank. It was over in two minutes, and the last minute probably con¬ 
stituted overkill. Charlie was gone somewhere under the murky 
waters that slid along unrepentant of the lives it had digested. 
Corpses and severed body parts would turn up down river in the 
morning, but that was not our concern. 

Our business was to trap and kill Charlie any way we could. As 
the old-time Marines in Vietnam liked to say, “Our business is 
killing Charlie, and right now our business is real good!” 

“Well, how about them apples, boys?” Kirby was pleased with 
himself. “They never even got off a shot! Hell, I’m sure we got all 
of ’em. Aren’t you sure we got all of ’em Bums?” 

“Yeah, my Corporal,” replied the usually silent and brooding 
Pfc. Bums, “I think we tore Charlie a new one, although the skipper 
will probably ask why we ain’t got no prisoners!” 

Everyone laughed at the prisoners bit. Bums was funny for a fat, 
freckle-faced hillbilly. Bums, like all the other Marines that had 
been in Vietnam for any length of time, could turn mean when the 
subject of killing came itp. “Culbertson ain’t a cherry no more! Shit, 
boy, you might just make a trooper with old Private Bums to school 
your ass. You liked killin’ them boys in the boats, didn’t you?” 


“Yes, Sir, Private Bums, I liked it real good. Do you guys have 
some kind of hillbilly merit badge for slaughtering hogs or any¬ 
thing like that?” I had learned that in the Marine Corps you 
always stood your ground and never gave in to the shit-givers. It 
was a rite of passage of sorts. I knew that I had passed the first 
test (the Test of Blood) in being accepted by this strange breed of 
fighter — a warrior breed who could joke and swear with the best 
of them, and even defame your mother, yet in the next moment 
salute the flag from ramrod-straight attention with eyes welling 
with tears as the strains of the National Anthem or Marine Corps 
Hymn blared from the golden throat of a trumpet. These Marines 
would thrash an offender who transgressed their unspoken code 
of honor and loyalty to America or the Corps. Most notably, 
Marines everywhere shared a common bond of faithfulness and 
pride in Country and Corps that was almost a religion. I had got¬ 
ten that religion and instinctively knew that the faith would 
remain in my blood forever. 

Incidentally, Kirby and the other Marines in his fire team knew 
that Charlie would discover what had befallen his comrades by 
morning. The Viet Cong did not like to shoot it out with Marine 
patrols. Not ever! This type of occurrence added to the mystique of 
not fucking with the Leathernecks of the 5th Marines. Tomorrow, 
Charlie would add a new verse to his 1967 Yearbook entitled, 
“Don’t cross the friggin’ river in a tiny boat in the dark! ’Cause if 
Joe Marine spots your hide, he will punctuate your butt with lead 
and send your waterlogged corpse down the Song Thu Bon, stuffed 
with shot up little chunks of your boat.” 

Now, I was clear on the deserved reputation of Marine Riflemen 
and their awesome firepower. Four of us, in less than 60 seconds, 
killed a dozen men over a hundred meters away and cut their boats 
into kindling leaving less residue than if they had been attacked by 
Great White sharks. 

I thought Charlie would be properly impressed. I know I was! 

John J. Culbertson served with 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines in 
Vietnam's I Corps in 1967, He operated as a scout-sniper and was 
wounded in combat, earning three Purple Hearts. He is the author 
of OPERATION TUSCALOOSA and A SNIPER IN THE ARI¬ 
ZONA, both Military Book Club bestsellers. 5? 


SEPTEMBER 2000 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE * www.soffmag.com 


67 




The Garand Rifle 


you needed it to. My problem is I’m not sure how much better I 
need for it to shoot. This may not be minute of angle, but for most 
of us I think we’ll be hard-pressed to convince the members of the 
grand jury why we felt justified in shooting a threat 200 yards away. 
If you feel the need to shoot farther the .30-06 caliber has an effec¬ 
tive range of 500 - 600 yards. 

The Garand is bigger than some rifles, it is heavier than some 
rifles and it works! 

If the thought of using a rifle at shorter ranges, for example, in 
or around your home concerns you there are some issues to consid¬ 
er: Would I willingly go to a fight with a handgun? A machete¬ 
armed threat is coming towards you down your bedroom hallway 
and if you had time to choose a firearm for defense would it be a 
handgun or a rifle? 

If the issue is excessive firing I already know I’ll be held respon¬ 
sible for everything I shoot. So would I rather answer for six 9mms, 
or one .30-06? You and I both know there is a penetration, or maybe 
over-penetration issue. Should there be other family members in the 
potential impact zone, then consideration of where the spent pro- 


Continued from page 39 


medium ammunition capacity. They should know how to load it and 
unload it and clear potential malfunctions. Yes, malfunctions. Sure, 
I would like to have a perfect rifle, perfect fight, perfect response 
time by the police and perfect doctor in case something goes wrong. 
Remember the better any weapon system works the more you 
should practice malfunction clearances. No, I am not anticipating a 
problem, but if something goes wrong it will be very hard to acquire 
new fighting skills lying on your back in the middle of a fight. 
Maybe a simple rifle would work and it wouldn’t have to be black 
or plastic or have a 30-round magazine. 

By now you have figured out that I am going somewhere with 
this. In some coming issues of SOF I intend to offer those of you 
who don’t want a black gun, or can’t afford one, some options in the 
selection of personal- or home-defense rifles. I intend to offer an 


The Garand is a rifleman’s rifle. It has, by 
design, good sights, a good trigger and is, 
without argument, durable. As would be appro¬ 
priate to a rifle of military origin it is stout, 
weighing in at 9.5 pounds. The rifle loads 
through the top of the open action using an 
eight-round true “clip” called an en bloc clip 
device that stays inside the rifle while firing 
and exits as the rifle goes empty with resound¬ 
ing “plink” sound. 
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WE NEED YOU 
TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS 


7 have been involved in the battle to protect the civil 
rights of Americans for decades. The best way to protect 
our cherished liberty is to vote. ” — Charlton Heston 



To ensure that we 
can pass along our 
proud firearm-owning 
heritage to our children 
and grandchildren, you 
need to register to vote 
and cast your ballot on 
Election Day! 

If you won’t do it for 
yourself, do it for them. 


REGISTER TO VOTE... 

OR REGISTER YOUR GUNS? 

...The choice is yours 

Registering to vote takes only a few minutes, yet it is the single most important 
step you can take to defend our rights - now and for the future. When you consider the 
alternative, it’s a small price to pay. 

For voter registration dates, deadlines, requirements, and applications, call the 
NRA-ILA Grassroots Division at (800) 392-VOTE (8683). Call Today. 


REGISTER TO VOTE! 

CALL NRA-ILA AT (800) 392- VOTE (8683). 



NRA Institute for Legislative Action 

11250 WAPLES MILL ROAD, FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 
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D2Extreme 

New D2 Tool 
Steel Blades 
for Maximum 
Toughness 
and Edge 
Retention. 

Blades are laser cut 
from D2 tool steel 
bar stock 


Blade 

Length 

7" 


Deen Frozen 


\ Overall 
Length 
11 7/8" 


Heat treated 
to HRC 59-60 


New 

KA-BAR/Eagle 

Sheath! 

Tough, Quiet, Safe 
& Versatile. 

• Ballistic Nylon 

• Molded Blade Insert 

• Large Utility Pouch 

• Multiple 
Tie-downs 

• Velcro lined 
Belt loop 


KA-BAR Knives, Inc 

An ALCAS Company 

1125 East State Street • Clean, New York 14760 
Ph: 1-800-282-0130 • Fx: 716-373-6245 • E-Mail; info@ka-bar.com • www.ka-bar.com 
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VIDEOS AVAILABLE 


THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

the people who are bringing you 
world class facilities and training 

NOW! 

Training videos are now available from 
Clint Smith and Thunder Ranch. 


No promises of what's to come. Thunder 
Ranch and its doctrine are available here 
and now with quality videos on Defensive 
Handgun, Handgun Tactics, Urban Rifle, 
Defensive Shotgun, Vehicle Defense 
& Low Light Techniques. 


$29.95 each plus shipping 
2000 course schedule available now. Contact 
Thunder Ranch, Inc., HCR 1 Box 53 
Mountain Home, Texas 78058 
(830)640-3138 • Fax: (830) 640-3183 
www.thunderranchinc.com 

Train at your home range. 
Mobile training team available. 
Call for details. 
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tampered with by the operator. All of the 
trigger mechanism components are of 
match-grade quality. 

The flat-type mainspring housing carries 
hand checkering at 20 lines per inch (LPI). 
Les Baer feels this is too coarse for the front 
strap, which has been checkered at a less 
aggressive 30 LPI. 

The three single-column, detachable 
box-type magazines provided with the TR 
Special were designed and manufactured 
by Les Baer Custom. They hold seven 
rounds. Based upon his experience at the 
ranch, Clint Smith does not believe that 
eight-round M1911 are completely reli¬ 
able. These LBC Premium 1911 magazines 
have easily removable floorplates. The 
magazine body and follower spring retain¬ 
ing plate are fabricated from 17-4 stainless 
steel. A special electro-polishing process is 
used on the magazine body, both inside 
and out. As a consequence, the magazine’s 
interior is as bright as a mirror and this per¬ 
mits the follower and cartridges to move 
upward with the smallest possible coeffi¬ 
cient of friction. Both the follower and 
extended floorplate are injection molded 
black polymer components. 

The price of the Baer TR Special is 
$1,620, complete with three magazines. 
Additional magazines are available for $25 
each. An order for this pistol should be 
placed directly with Les Baer Custom, Inc. 

Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; 
phone: 605-348-5150 — call for the loca¬ 
tion of your nearest dealer. If there is none, 
Black Hills will ship to you at retail.) once 
again provided all rounds I used to test the 
Les Baer TR Special .45 ACP pistol during 
Thunder Ranch’s Team Tactics course. For 
practice and training I prefer their 230-grain 
Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) roundnose with a 
muzzle velocity of about 850 fps. While all 
230-grain roundnose ball ammunition will 
over-penetrate, as it will travel up to 26 
inches in soft tissue, it remains the most 
reliable load you can stuff in a .45. 

Black Hills also offers a 185-grain 
Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) with a muz¬ 
zle velocity of about 975 fps and a 230- 
grain JHP driving out of the barrel at 
approximately 880 fps. Both of these JHP 
bullets are Speer Gold Dot types. My 
carry load remains the Black Hills 230- 
grain JHP, which will expand to almost ,70 
caliber and penetrate in soft tissue well 
past the minimum 12 inches required, but 
less than the 18 inches that signifies over- 
penetration. 

I fired more than 1,000 rounds through 
the Les Baer TR Special pistol while at 
Thunder Ranch. Operation was flawless and 
there were no malfunctions of any kind. It’s 
a magnificent piece of no nonsense equip¬ 
ment that will satisfy even the most particu¬ 
lar armed professional. I can recommend it 
without qualifications of any kind. ^ 
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medical treatment, septicemia results from 
any major wound to the torso. In the tropics 
it will kill a man within hours. 

Also, with their own witchdoctors offer¬ 
ing concoctions which consist mostly of 
covering wounds with herbs mixed with 
cowpat or something just as repulsive — the 
rebels enjoy little succor in such barbaric 
hokus pokus. 

Voodoo , Fetische, black magic — call it 
what you will — is an important ingredient 
for total control in the rebel psyche. We 
were told in Freetown that there were 
instances of the rebels having made human 
sacrifices before battles. As I was to see for 
myself in a town taken from them in the east 
a few years before, all the churches there 
had been turned into ju ju shrines. 

We were not to know it then, but Neall 
Ellis’ sortie was a lot more successful than 
we had initially realized. 

The day after the attack, he got a call 
from the colonel who heads Military 
Intelligence in the Sierra Leone Army. 
Intercepts of rebel radio traffic earlier, he 
disclosed, had reported that an enemy field 
commander — one of their best — was 
wounded. His condition was serious, the 
report said. It went on: “Mingo needs urgent 
medical treatment.” 

As one of Foday Sankoh’s trusted aides, 
RUF Colonel Dennis Mingo had been fight¬ 
ing the government since the start of the 
war. A particularly brutal man, he had 
caused enough damage in his time for his 
followers to have dubbed him Superman. 
He was also known to favor a variety of 
primitive rites “to make my plans work,” as 
he told a Freetown newspaper reporter. 

After each battle, it was said, Mingo 
would cut the heart out of somebody that he 
had killed with the Cold Steel lock blade 
that he is purported to have carried on his 
belt. He would eat the organ raw, often 
doing so while it was still warm. His fetish 
priests had apparently told him that such a 
gesture would accord him even greater mys¬ 
tical power to wage war. 

By all accounts, a good tactician, Mingo 
used Sierra Leone’s primeval forests to 
clever military advantage. Each time he 
struck, usually in an ambush, he would 
leave behind leaflets with slogans which 
made claims, among them “Superman is 
invincible” and “There is no bullet that can 
kill Superman.” 

Wrong! 

It is worth observing, that although Neall 
Ellis (51 next birthday) hasn’t been paid for 
his efforts in Sierra Leone for 19 months, he 
fights on. He says he will continue doing so 
until the barbarism foisted on the ordinary 
people of the country is ended. 

Al Venter, a senior SOF foreign correspon¬ 
dent, will be filing another first-hand account 
next month . y( 
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12 inches of fixed blade performance in a folder. 


ATS-34 Blade Rc 57-59 Blade length 5.45 inches 
Handle length 6.7 inches Over all length 12 inches 
Hardned Stainless Steel Liners 
Hardned Stainless Steel BlackT Pocket Clip 
440C Heat Treated Lock, Stop and Pivoit Pin 
Textured G-10 or Carbon Fiber Laminate Scales 
Black G-10 Stonewashed Blade $199.95 
Black G-10 BlackT Finished Blade $209.95 
Carbon Fiber Laminate Stonewashed Blade $234.95 
Carbon Fiber Laminate BlackT Finished Blade $244.95 


Round Eye Knife and Tool L.L.C. 

P.O. Box 818 Sagle, ID 83860 

(208) 265-8858 Fax (208)263-0848 
Credit Card Orders Only (888)801-8858 
email:roundeye@nidlink.com WebSite www.roundeye.com 


“INTELLIGENCE SOLUTIONS’ 



JARVIS 

INTERNATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE, INC. 


THE ACADEMY: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Video Surveillance 

• Executive Protection 

• Advanced Criminal Investigation 

OTHER: 

• Law Enforcement Only Courses 
Ask about our Las Vegas & Orlando Seminars 

PRODUCTS: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Covert CCTV 

SERVICES: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Investigations 

• Security Consulting 


11720 E. 21 st St., Tulsa, OK 74129 
Phone: (918)437-1100 
(800) 843-0258 
Fax: (918)437-1191 
E-maii: jarvisint@jarvisintemational.conn 


Since 1982 


FIST OF N 
STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 


D-180 Kidskin. $49.95 

D-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron. $42.95 

D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead .... $74.95 



SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se¬ 
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 

MPXS-20. 

SOUTHERN 
ORDNANCE 

Manufacturers & purveyors of Locksmithing Tods, Pellet Riffles, Swords, Knives, 
Switchblades, Boxing Equipment, Books, and Videos, Police Supplies, Knucks, 
and Much, Much, Much More! FREE .To place an order or to request our tree 
catalog - call Toll Free 1,877.667.7292. Shipping S4.95 per order. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 
WARNING: Check SHa ard local Laws. Musi be 13 years or dder border 

www.southord.com 




e-mail: sales@southord.com 
P.O. Box 279 • Babson Park, FL33827 

CALL: (863) 638-2499 
fax: (863) 638-2486 • fax: (810) 821-8263 
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Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 

‘‘The Secret Science of the Mind” 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 

(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. HA-900) 
hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract HD.A.K.F. 40-85-M-3933). 



• Spiritual, mental and physical healing techniques and tapes 

• Realistic mobile fighting machines designed to teach your students 
to scientifically attack and defend all body areas 

• Wooden monster training device (shown for the first time) 

• Fighting machine circuit workouts 

• Board certified internal medicine physician/martial arts practitioner 
revealing medical implications of body strikes with specific techniques 
leading to certification for owners/instructors 

• Secrets of poison hand hitting revealed for the first time 

• Comprehensive correspondence course 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 

Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www.worldkungfu.com 

‘Master Guy Savelli has been tested at Duke University, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK University, 
The Psychical Research Institute and The Special Forces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 
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No License Lottery 
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or write NRA Whittington Center 
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that stays open late to choose to carry a con¬ 
cealed gun for protection. An accountant, 
who stays late at work during March and 
April, would not be able to choose whether 
to keep a handgun in her desk, and carry it 
with her when she walks to the parking lot 
late at night. 

The White House Working Group prais¬ 
es the 1976 Bartley-Fox law in Massa¬ 
chusetts. This law imposes a mandatoiy 
one-year term in prison for carrying a gun 
without a permit. In one notorious case, the 
law was applied to a man who started car¬ 
rying a gun after a coworker assaulted him 
and repeatedly threatened to kill him. The 
co-worker did attack later, and the victim 
successfully defended himself. The crime 
victim was then sentenced to a mandatory 
year in prison for carrying a gun without a 
permit. This is the kind of law that the 
Clinton/Gore Administration wants to 
apply nationwide. 

The Clinton/Gore memo states that 
domestic manufacture of guns should be 
brought under the federal government’s 
regulatory standards for product designs. 
The White House memo predicts that such 
regulation would outlaw “many handguns 
now manufactured in the United States for 
civilian use.” With great applause from the 
White House, a forerunner of the White 
House plan was recently imposed in 
Massachusetts, by the administrative edict 
of the state attorney general. The result was 
to ban the sale of all handguns, except for 
some of the Smith & Wesson models. 

This article was originally published in 
National Review On-line. ^ 
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placed so that the thumb could operate the 
mechanism with the thumb. With the hands 
held together the light beam was inclined to 
be slightly higher than the pistol muzzle line 
of sight. This caused the light to be directed 
generally in the threat’s eyes. It is an effec¬ 
tive technique for the long drum lights. 

Chapman 

Chapman’s techniques are similar to 
Ayoob’s except the three lower fingers of the 
left or flashlight hand are slighdy opened so 
that the can contact and support both hands. 

FBI 

Although considered by many to be 
archaic I can put you in a place where this 
older technique can be useful in illuminating 
an area before you have to expose yourself 
to potential gunfire. With the pistol pointed 
at eye level down the extended arm, which 
is covering the threat area, the opposite arm 
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is extended away from the body at arm’s 
length. It generally works best of the light is 
kept slightly forward of the body and best of 
all is it if not behind the trunk of the body. 

Other Stun 

There are always other techniques float¬ 
ing around like bringing the light in close to 
your body near your head while resting the 
light on your shoulder. This in theory is sup¬ 
posed to illuminate the threat and your 
sights. Maybe. Then again it may give a 
back splash of light affecting your vision. I 
am not concerned that this technique draws 
any more fire directed at my head and torso 
anymore than any of the other techniques 
sans the FBI style. I have seen people dra¬ 
matically affected by the flashlight turned 
on in close proximity to a wall or doorway 
— creating sort of a flashbulb effect. 

Other Equipment 

I treat the use of lanyards on flashlights 
just like I do weapon-mounted lights. If the 
light in my hand is not working the way I 
want it to, I probably don’t want it tied to 
my wrist. The lanyards are handy, but they 
need to be used properly. Holding the flash¬ 
light hand with the thumb up, loop the 
opening of the lanyard over the thumb with 
the lanyard across the back of the hand. The 
light base should be approximately 4 inches 
from the edge of the hand, which allows the 
light to hang free while reloading and 
manipulating the pistol. If something goes 
wrong simply roll the thumb backwards and 
down which allows the faulty light to drop 
free of your hand. 

The Bugs 

The “Bugs” as we fondly refer to them, 
are the Micro lights made by Photon. They 
come in a variety of colors. I have a standing 
offer if anyone buys one from the Thunder 
Ranch store and doesn’t like it, I’ll give them 
their money back, plus a buck. They are real¬ 
ly an amazing source of light in a small pack¬ 
age. I have successfully cleared the Tower 
and Terminator in tactical runs with them. I 
have one attached to every coat I wear. 
Running the middle finger of my flashlight 
hand through the ring provided on the light 
then used in a modified Chapman or Ayoob 
technique they work great. 

The acquisition of flashlight firing skills 
is no more difficult then acquiring any other 
skill. Repetition of required skills and the 
development of several techniques allow 
the operator the latitude to approach differ¬ 
ent problems with different techniques. 
Alert and aware individuals realize that sta¬ 
tistics show many confrontations take place 
in low or altered light environments. So 
how will you train, Grasshopper? 

Sure-Fire Flashlights, Laser Products 
(Dept. SOF), 18130 Mt. Washington , 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708; phone: 800- 
828-8809. 

Micro Lights , L.R.L (Dept. SOF), PO 
Box 34. Blachly, 6 r 97412. ^ 



2 Blade Options: 
Straight & Serrated 
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Leather & Kydex 


INSET: 

Full Size Black KA-BAR 
Short KA-BAR Black 
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Length 
9 1/4" 


KA-BAR Knives, Inc. 

An ALCAS Company 

1125 East State Street • Olean, New York 14760 


Ph: 1-800-282-0130 • Fx: 716-373-6245 • E-Mail: info@ka-bar.com • www.ka-bar.com 
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PACK 


One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular PYROTECHNIC Products 

12 Ga. DRAGON’S BREATH 

Three Second FlBme Thrower - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BIRD BOMBS 

Shoots an M-60 Bomb 90+ Yards • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. COMET TRACER SLUG 

Bnght Long 8ummg/Non-Corrosive - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLASH BOMBS 

Bird Bomb with Firework Disolay - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FIRE SIREN 

110 Yard Ear Piercing Whistler ■ 3/Pak 

12 Ga. NAPALM INCENDIARY 

Sparks Burst On Impact Then Bums - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. POWER BLANKS 

120 Decibel Concussion * 6/Pak 

12 Ga. SUPER FLARES 

Bnght Red Signal Over 400 Feet - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SMOKE BOMBS 

Hundreds Of Cubic Feet Ol Thick Smoke - 3/Pak 

.22LR TRACER ROUNDS 

Non-Corrosive Bright Trace t00+ Yards - 10/Pak 

ARTILLERY SMOKE BOMBS 


POWER 

PACK 

One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular HIGH POWER Products 

12 Ga. BOLO 

Two Lead Slugs Connected by 5" Steel Wire - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BOUNCER 

Two Large Zytel Balls/Non-Lethal - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. CHAIN REACTION 

Six inch Steel Chain/Expands Strike Area - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DETONATOR 

Loadable Exploding Tip Hollow Core Slug - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DOOR BUSTER 

Impact Disintegrating Lead Shot Slug • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Two Slugs with One Shot - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLECHETTE 

Multiple Steel Darts for Trauma Effect - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. HAMMER 

Lead Bean Bag Round For Non-Lethal Use * 3/Pak 

12 Ga. MINI MISSILE 

Steel Core Slug For Super Penetration - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. PITBULL 

Super POWERFUL Slug 4 Six 00-Buck Pellets - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. STINGER 


Send 
.00 For 
Complete 
Planet Ammo 
Exotic Catalog 


Send $6.98 For 

“LIVE ACTION” 
Planet Ammo Video 



Thick GRAY Smoke - Bums for 3 Min -6/Pak 


MUSTARD SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick YELLOW Smoke - Bums (or 3 Mm. - 6/Pak 


EXPLODING TARGETS 

2x2 Square - Detonates Like A Cannon - &Pak 


Sixteen Oo-Plastic Pellets Pepper Objective - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SHREDDER 

Multiple Steel Tacks Shred Like A Razor • 3-Pak 

12 Ga. TERMINATOR 

T.ny Shot Core Slug Creates Huge Expansion - 3-Pak 


517 Concord Drive 
Seneca, S.C. 29872 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE 

$ 125.00 


SAVE $22,691 


INCLUDES 

SHIPPING 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE 

$ 100.00 


SAVE $15.69! 


37mm THUMPER'Grenade Launcher 
37mm cartridges 


6061-T651 extruded aluminum barrel. 
Ovarall length is 27-1/2 inches. 

Steel parts and steel receiver. 

Weight Is 5-1/2 lbs. 


"Thump*" when 
find, hence the 



$249.98Ed. 


37mm BIRD BUSTERS 

$69.98/Box 

37mm SUPER FLARES| 
$59.99/Box 

37mm SMOKE BOMB 
$69.98/Box 

BUY ANY FOUR BOXES 

SAVE $10.00! 


- IP Rounds Por Pock - 

.380 ACP • 9mm • .38 Spl 
.357 Magnum • .44 Magnum 
.45 ACP • .30 Carbine 
.223 Cal. • 7.62 x 39mm 
.308 NATO • .30-06 



$ 11.98 


savbv any a packs for $45.00 


24 Hr. FAX - (864) 882-5239 order 

1 TOLL 
FREE 


1-800-870-Alili0 


OPEN 

24 

HOURS 
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When the elite units 
of the U. S. military 
searched for high quality 
sleeping bags, they 
found the very best. 


The Navy Seals demanded: a 
steeping system that would 
function in a temperature 
range oF summes conditions 
to -40 E F. The Special Forces 
Group needed the same 
protection. Both found what 
they wets looking for in 
Wiggy's Flexible Temperature 
Range Slsep System or FTRSS. 

Today, Wiggy's FTRSS has 
been assigned a National 
Stock Number and is the most 
widely purchased sleeping 
system in the LAS. armed forces. 

Compact, durable, machine 
washahle, and available with 
a lifetime guarantee, Wiggy's 
bags ore todays choice for 
the professional soldier. Make 
Wiggys your choice, too. 

For more information and a 
brochure, call toll-free today. 


•£0. Box 2124 
Grand CO 81502 

1-800-748-1827 

www.wjEfEjys.com 


were properly recognized by our Founders as 
divine in origin, transcendent in nature and 
beyond the political manipulations of beings 
even so powerful as talk show hostesses.” 

The culturally perverted mindset of 
criminal fiends like Klebold and Harris, 
Watts said, represents a “bizarre mentality” 
which has, “for many young people, 
replaced the mentality on which this nation 
was founded — a mentality that honored 
transcendent truth, personal responsibility 
and duty to others. 

“American democracy was created for 
self-governing individuals — people who 
did the right thing whether or not anyone 
else was watching. ... That mentality is 
under attack,” Watts said. “If we lose our 
ability to teach our children individual self- 
restraint, public order can only be main¬ 
tained by outside forces.” 

At feel-good rallies like the Million 
Mom March, he said, the gun-control pat¬ 
sies bleat for more laws, when “what they 
were really asking is for the government to 
protect us from ourselves. That mass 
demonstration held a very clear warning. 
There are many, many Americans who are 
eager to exchange their constitutional liber¬ 
ties for additional security. 

“That represents a crisis in confidence in 
the American experiment,” Watts said, one 
being deftly exploited by Bill Clinton, A1 
Gore and all their liberal benefactors. 

Watts, Heston and everyone who spoke 
at the convention stressed that is people like 
NRA members who must muster to turn the 
tide, who must register to vote and then 
exercise that hard-won privilege. 

“Every time our country stands in the 
path of danger,” Heston said, “an instinct 
seems to summon her finest first — those 
who truly understand her. When freedom 
shivers in the cold shadow of true peril, it’s 
always the patriots who first hear the call. 
When loss of liberty is looming, as it is now, 
the siren sounds fist in the hearts of free¬ 
dom’s vanguard. 

“The smoke in the air of our Concord 
bridges and Pearl Harbors is always smelled 
first by the farmers, who come from their 
simple homes to find the fire and fight,” 
Heston said, hoisting his musket aloft. 
“Because they know that sacred stuff 
resides in that wooden stock and blued 
steel, something that gives the most com¬ 
mon man the most uncommon of freedoms. 

“When ordinary hands can possess such 
an extraordinary instrument,” Heston pro¬ 
claimed, “that symbolizes the full measure 
'of human dignity and liberty. That’s why 
those five words issue such an irresistible 
call to us all and we muster. ... From my 
cold, dead hands!” 

Former SOF staffer James L. Pate is a 
frequent writer on the American political 
scene. ^ 
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All orders must be pre-paid or C.O.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 
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SHOR T T ^MEB 


Learn how to 
repair guns! 


fessional- -JL«— . 

level home 

study course trains you 

to do professional work J 

on many types of firearms. 

Free literature: send or call now. 


Phone' 


Address 


The School of Gunsmithing 

Dept. GGK171, 430 Technology Pkwy. 
PCDI, Norcross, GA 30092 • www.pcdi.com 


Ghost 


Phone: ( 


MAIL 




Address, 


CAPITALIZE 
ON CRIME 


It Can 
Pay HUGE 
Profits! 


Crime Prevention is a 

Larry Anderson Multi-million Dollar Business! 

Preside,,. 0UR DEV | CES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 

1 10% Pepper sprays 

4 oz. 

Fogger 

Key Chain Sprayer 

FTelaft $22.95 fl*lail $19.95 

ample $6.95 $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 

Security Plus® M Security 

loo.ooo volt hgA Pius* 

Straight or K§| MT 500,000 Volt j 

Curved iV Bi Curved Only 

Retail $69.95 B H Retail $139.95 

Sample $22.25 Sample $49.95 

SeewjlyPlus® 30^^00MU^t^ 

j. CALL OR WRITE TODAY , 

■ We are committed to your success. 1 

Crime does not wait, will you? I 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

1 f 07 Tie ton Dr. • Yakima, WA 90902 

{&U 9 ) 457-9033 • Website: Ialawenlenters.uom 




LILE^M 

“Arkansas Knifesmith"** 

. Excellence Since 1970 JKI 


..imiim & Maker 

‘ II | jr Blood & 
"Miiiriii Knives 


We Accept 

s m 

Also Lay-away 

2?2t 5. Arkansa-s Avd 
rrumnviik. ah 7230? 
Hl-Hfrffll • HtitEM-MMHS 
tnfhll mil I'.'iik i>"i| 

=mz,\\: tiuwi'-iiiiPkil^us.Mm 


PROTECT YOURSELF Nppr] NPW 1 |W 
FROM A .41 MAGNUM - , i, i ?,■" IU ' 

for os Ion os IBS" 


Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

5 year warranty on ballistics 

Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 
available in white and navy 


NOW YOU CAN GET... 

v ID by MAIL 

20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional" ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! ---- 


STEROIDS 


TfJ Eft .fafc tfh 1 Cl, rJd |V. - Best results, apply proper training. 

1. ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337%. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2. Boron is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300%. 

3 month cycle $19.99 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

Get the ,-ntird pawWiriJ unntwfft- Flaw op the market. $70.94 


2 nwnlh E3.H ■ 
rtqrrn cyrtsfia 'fi-^A n SIM 

a i I.fl K Ubw ta i s&h 

lSj: yin.tts + 3Swinn 

SpitUJ, a,,.- J Fr.rf.-iK ? t am -'Ht* . 

Am S1G.D& fri Pr ik tAm 

InlEtrifluaiiai IC.O0.ii U.S. only) 

■Hr-1 would like a FREE calo-ag rw/ 


Address:_ 

City, State, Zip: 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

I j Latest Book Catalog FREE 


$ 14,95 

(US fttftiKI , 

C3lK 

L-XL 
(Add 57.fin 
for XXLJwJ 
S&H B 
$3.00 Jf 
first slurtB 
$1.00 ea V 
additional H 
shin 


100% cotton 

Heavyweight 

Official 

Short-timer™ 

T-Shirt 


Red 

on Gray 
or 
Red 
on Tan 


\sJnjrt 
Timer 
Cakrid.ir 
Back 
|ogo on 
I i Front 


Send name, address, city/state/zip along with cash, ch^k, 
Money eradiit, Visa/MC (circle one). Please specify dkL 
drlJ Cdloj- choicer 


Efc. Date_Signature_ 

To. Short-Timer, Dept. SF 

P. O. Box 906 
O’Fallon, MO 63366-0906 

Visit our web site to order more items and to enter our 
_ EtldaikHv flhnui cjuu±u_ 


wvv w^short-timer. com 















































SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


SUP 


R 


HARRISON K-9 

(Formally LRRP K-9 Security Services) 

www.harrisonk9.com 

“WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON’T DO.” 


TO BE TAKEN Orally. No harmful side effects 

S&K Labs Boron 

This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically Increase your body’s 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 
you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 
lOmg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors . If you are not 
completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain , return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $19.99 


SI9.99 + S&H C.O.O.’s WELCOME 
Use your personal check over the phone or order by cash on delivery 

EH ORDER NOW!!! SJJjggg® 82 TBT 

fflTSni MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! EM31 

mkdkm Call 24 hre a day 1 days a week or 

send check or money order to; 


S&K Labs, P.O. Box 2025 
PompanojBeach, Florida 33061 


_ 1 Bottle (3) month cycle $19.99 + $5.00 S&H 

_ Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.98 shipping met. 

_ Add $10.00 lor Priority Mail 

_ International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.’s U.S. only) 

Ves, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 


Name: _ 

Address:_ 

City, State, Zip:_ 


Phone: ( 


DO YOU BUY SOF ON 
THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 
magazine with our GUERRILLA 
MARKETING PLAN 

•/ Is SOF racked with gun magazines 
at your local newsstand? If you find 
it there, move it into the military 
magazine section, 
i/ Is SOF hidden at the back of the 
rack? Move it to the front! 
i/ Can’t find SOF at your local 
newsstand? Please ask the store 
manager why he/she isn’t car¬ 
rying SOF. And thanks! 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
lagM. ^ radio up to 1/2 mi. 

\ Easy to assemble kit. 
\ Up to 9V (not Inch) 
^-s. $29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 


importers and trainers of the finest European German 
Shepherd Executive Protection K-9’s. 

— Puppies Also Available. — 

Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Box1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 


SOF Maaazine 


"The Mercedes Benz of 
executive protection K-9 V 

“The Premium K-9." 

Also Featured in: 

Millionaire Magazine 

Fortune Magazine 
Fox Network News 
1 American Business 
Review with 
John Stossel 


1975 - 2000 
Our 

25th 

Anniversary 


This Class 11-A- I ,-^ — 

Kevlar soft body | DEALER PRICED 
armor will defeat the i" 9 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 

9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested IP 

at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by ff 

the U.S. Government \ 

Edgewood Arsenal. A 
Front and back pro- \ 
tectors: $220. Side 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 


ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. I58gr. FMJ 
$125/M. 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 


IPS Co. 


1 n 1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28106 
,II Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 
- ■ ' nuliuie: ttyrtMlIilttOliipiuii.cmii 
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^ SOLDIER of fortune 


BULLETPROOF VEST 


FREE BROCHURE 


All the camo in the world 


won’t mask the sound 


of a twig snapping 


under a 


boot... 


HEAR 


SllverCreek 


A Sound Advantage 


Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 


1-800-533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 










































#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 




New Mfg. 
NIJ Certified 
U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 
STARTING AT 

$249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON, 
LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 
STARTING AT 
$175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 
Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 
PMB 456 • 13615 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami, Florida 33176-7254 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 
E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Stop online: www.interamer.com 


1 

■ 

' 


Be a private investigator 

Accredited home study course. Solve crimes, find 
missing persons, expose frauds. Work for attor¬ 
neys and insurers—or start your own at-home 
business. Send or call 24 hours a day. 

Free literature: 800-223-4542 


Name 

Addmss 


City/State_ 

Zip 


1 


School of Private Investigation, Dept JRK171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 



Mi World's Finest Line of Thematic Military T’s 



u mm 


Lead On, Soldier! 


• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs 

• Blanj^*®* 

• First Aid 

• Tools 

• Knives! 

• Boots! 

• Uniforms 

• Flashlights 

• Navigation 

• Night Vision 

• Water Purification" 

For Your FREE Full-Color Catalog Call 

1-800-317-9455 



5 Gun Tactical Match, 


Convention and 


Exposition 


-J Yes! I want to be a part of the 2000 Convention 
■J Check or money order enclosed. $150 must be received by 
September 11, 2000. $175 after September 11. 

Half refund by 9/11/00 • No refund after 9/11/00 
Q Charge $_to my □ Mastercard □ Visa 


T-Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL XXXL 

Mail with payment to: S0F Convention 2000 Pre-Registration 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CD 80303 

Credit card payments only call (800) 800-7630 

or fax coupon to (303) 444-5617. Inquiries call 303-449-3750 ext. 300 


Signature 

Name 

Address 


Apt. # 

City 

State 

ZiD 

Phone Number__ 

Email: 



7T 
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SOLDIER OF Fortune Classifieds Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” ( ✓, •; ■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram¬ 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as Dl, SGT, 20mm =* 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed, include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; 
fax: 303-444-5617; e-mafl:hetty@ sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS; We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing^'go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


spyoutlet.com 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 
Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 
• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
changer *12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125 00 • locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog suro $5” to: 

SPY OUTLET 

2463 Niagara Palls BlVd 

ToXiVwanda NT 14130 (716) 603-3660 



COMPLETE line of ar rifles, 
PARTS, KITS $ND ACCESSORIES 


PANTHEREXTREME SUPER BULL TWENTY-FOUR 


.00 tof 


13983 Industry Avenue 
Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
FAX 1-612-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com 
e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M-F 8 a.m. lo 5:00 p.m. Central Time 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


LET US MAKE OUR CASE - Get a free copy of 
“Facts That the Government and Media Don’t Want 
You to Know,” a 32-page booklet. THEN YOU 
DECIDE! WCOTC, P.O. Box 843, Sleepy Hollow, NY 
10591 


NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 


FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT free catalog with all| 

Mercenaries of the New Millennium 

NIC OFFERS: 

Over" 900 " Items Ammunition, Badges, Custom 
Badges, Badge Accessories, Bail Enforcement 
Agent Kits, Bounty Hunter Kits, Certificates, 

Challenge Coins, The CIA Collection, Clothing 
and Hats, Custom Id Cards, Document 
Accessories, Federal style Credentials, File 
Folders, Folio Credentials, Historical Documents, 

Hologram Laminates, KGB Collection, Passports, 

Press Kits. Self Defense & Security Items, Spy 
Supplies, Stickers and Signs, Windshield Passes, 

Full Color Folias, Foii Holograms and much more 



M171 In Ant Silver 
329.05 

M172 In Goldtone 
329.95 

Send $3.00 for Catalog 15 or get if FREE on the Internet, 
Complete online secure shopping WWW.niC-inc.COm 


500 Flournoy Lucas - Blda. #3-SF0 
Shreveport, LA.71106 

TOLL FREE 888-642-0007 Fax# 318 688-1367 


Elite Training Books 
and Videos! 


Die secrets of renowned Tactical and VIP Protection expert 
Mark Yates revealed! Yates' Men in Black bodyguard 
training manual odw available tot the first time in the 115. 
Wide range of videos, including professional "Extreme COB" 
skills in high-risk arenas. Call Dr send for into today. 


Berkeley & Asociates, Inc. 



Berkeley i Associates,Inc. 

E-mail: berkassoc@aol.com 

3GD0 Watermelon Rd, Suite 2DS, Dept.SF, Northport, AL 35473 
Tel (205) 342-33DE - Website: www.berkassoc.com 


HACKING, PHREAKING, CRACKING! 190+ 
Publications, impossible to find underground info! 
Revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu¬ 
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 

SECURE NEW IDENTITY - 100% Effective - 
Easy -- Fast -- Book Shows System. $60.00 Money 
Order. Morphiss Press, Dept. SOF, 1000 W. 4th St. 
#359, Ontario, CA 91762 www.morphiss.com 



MERCENARY AVIATION BADGE 


Silver wings with clutch back attachment. 


Limited supply in 
LAFFERTY, P.O. Box 


stock. Send $6.00 to: 
Bay Pines, FL 33744 


MRE SPECIAL! 

MEALS READY 
TO EAT 

USGI Issue w/heaters 

$45 PER CASE+ shipping 

CATALOG $2 

PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
208-793-3121 6854 Highway 55 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 



Be 

Explore a 

new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge. State approved, 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO 

{ 1 - 800 - 742-9007 Dept. 301 

www.detectivetrai 


WHITE DOMINICAN, one of the four Dominicans in 
the Korean War. Also attached from the U.S. to the 
Colombian United Nations Forces, wrote book on his 
experiences and is looking for co-author to give it 
final touches and sky is the limit. Excerpt available. 
AL Almanzar, PO BOX 517, Juana Dias, PR 00795 

■ Did this get your attention? It's a “Dingbat.” 
So are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF clas¬ 
sified ad for $5/each. 

COMPLETE PUBLISHING SERVICE. Writing, edit- 
ing, typesetting, national advertising for your story. 
23 years experience. Excellent credentials, David 
Rothman’s Crimetapes (201) 653-1269. 
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wmm.SURVIVALSTORE.com 


iMMi 


P.O.Box 2965 Lock Picking Kit 

c mo2 C ^s m twmnwifiUHI/) 

Fax: 775-641 -3679 Wsa-WC-Amex-C/iecJir4fo/iey Order j 

Survival Store 
Catalog $2.00 


EASY 

I 


FBSSBOM 88BHTBT 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950,00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 




Built to last 

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America’s #] Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 • 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty 

• Easy Financing Available 40A50 • 3VA110 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

• 16 PoBe B,od, " ,e STEcLlilaSTER. 


Call Today 1800 526-1110 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


SUSPENDED?) 1 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYT1ME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 


QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT, S9 
P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 
E-mail: WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM 



ISSUE 

AD DEADLIHE 

UN SALE DATE 

November 

2 August 

26 September 

December 

30 August 

24 October 


CABLE T.U. 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1-year warranty. 


TKB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


Extended Slide Lock For i»95P.p.ai 



GLOCK® 


• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 
Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 

Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinto, OH 43535 


PRIVATEEYE 


Have a life of intrigue., 
excitement, adventure!| 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! 



Call Or Write 


(310)657-6333 


United States Academy 

of Private Investigation 
P.O.Box2133(5F) 
Beverly Hills. CA 90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 

“On The Sunset Strip” 

8519-8521 W.SunsetBlvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


Ill!! 


U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND 


HE 


1 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per| 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


GET THE GOVERNMENT OUT OF YOUR POCK¬ 
ET: Secret offshore bank accounts, Camouflage 
passports, 2nd nationalities, Black book of offshore 
secrets, International drivers licenses, Offshore tax 
strategies and so much more. Check: www.expat- 
world.org or email: expatworld@pobox.com for full 
information. 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi- 
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, and dis¬ 
tribution. “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing” 1-800-695-9599. 

• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian 
only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 
for first issue and 1.00 each after for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340.WWW.SOFMAG.COM 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC¬ 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops: 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 


Need NEW ID p 

CREDIT-PRIVACY » 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • Tree Money” www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES ARE 

available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only 
$5 each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e- 
mail to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:hetty@sof- 
mag.com or view entire back issue list online at 
WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


CONCEALED CARRY 


FIREARMS ACCESSORIES FROM ALASKA - 
Pistol/Rifle/Assault Cases -- Concealment 
Fanny Packs -- Holsters. Call Northwest 
Security Products toll-free (800) 585-3450 -- 
www.nwsp.com 


FINANCIAL 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the government 
finance your business idea. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed! Call Now: 1-800-226-3601, ext BF7770 
www.NationalinfoCorp.com 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


FIREARMS 


MAIL ORDER: .45 COLT caliber revolver due to 
legal quirk. For details send self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Prairie Innovations, PO 
Box 31455, Billings, Montana 59107-1455. 


INVESTIGATION 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR! Comprehensive practi¬ 
cal guide to qualifying for employment as a private 
investigator without attending expensive schools and 
taking long correspondence courses, only $19.95. 
B.I.R., Box 1065, Palm City, FL 34991-1065. 


KNIVES - RAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202 
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BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 


► SAS • PARA • ROYAL MARINES 

► RAF • GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 


^45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

) BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

}) Department 6, P.O. Box 37 

Palm Harbor, FL 34682 





• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 

• Self-Defense Products 


www.spycountry.com 


COLONEL PETE 


$ "MONEY TALK'S"® 

Money-Making Opportunities 
Want to HEAR it? 

Free Information NOW!!!! 

222 W. 21 ST, Suite F, PMB-118, Norfolk, VA 23517 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification, 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks! Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-934-9012. Fax: 718-356-7256 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


• Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion, mili¬ 
tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact¬ 
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF. 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

Secrets of a Super Hacker...$20 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy..$16 

I.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully Illustrated....$25 

The Anarchist Cookbook.$30 

Your Revenge Is in The Mail....$13 

The Poor Man’s James Bond #1-4, CD-Rom... $50 

Personal Defense Weapons.$12 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 
The Paper Trip III Master Guide To New 1D....$29 
Hd™ Workshop Professional LockTools....$22 | 
The Complete Guide To Lock Picking... 

Drink As Much As You Want & Live Ufiger„$1G 
B&E Book.....$17 Reborn in the USA... U ..S1B 
Gaslighting...$15 Fraudulent CredentrHls..,..$10 

Ur-ine Trouble.$20 Recreational Drugs.$25 

Take No Prisoners...$10 Document Fraud...$15 
Ditching Your Debts..$15 Subway Survival...$8 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANT LIST! 

FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 

Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 

Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 

All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders 
and Orders Under $15 Subtotal. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 

http://www.fsbookco.com 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 



MISCELLANEOUS 


COMPLETE PUBLISHING SERVICE. Writing, edit¬ 
ing, typesetting, national advertising for your story. 
23 years experience. Excellent credentials, David 
Rothman’s Crimetapes (201) 653-1269. 

BULLET PROOF VESTS. Closing out all new white 
undershirt vests. Made in Israel with Kevlar-29. 
Protection against .22, .38, .357 & .45s. $179.00 
plus S&H. www.greatbodyarmor.com 


rmmmijtmjm 


'BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 1 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase ~ Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free record¬ 
ed message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

SOCIAL NUDISM! Lifestyle videos! Free Cata- 
log! (Sampler video - $15!) Mr. Pomerantz, Box 
191H, Montreal, Canada H3G-2K7. 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-F 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one” stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. (802) 
864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 

• MARK YOUR CALENDAR! SOF CONVENTION 
2000, celebrating 25 years of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, coming to Las Vegas, 11-15 October 
2000. More info at WWW.SOFMAG.COM. 

✓ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCE- 
NARIES Membership Coin. Free registration 
with order, $15. ea. plus $3. S&H. Dave Olson, 
Box 804, Nokomis FL 34274. 


YOUR KIDS WILL LOVE THIS! 


LEARN TO SHOOT! 

Rifles/Pistols/Shotguns/Muzzleloaders. 
WE TEACH 

Hunting/Camping & Wilderness Skills. 

NO OTHER SUMMER CAMP MATCHES 
THE NRA WHITTINGTON ADVENTURE! 

Call NOW for 

MggV FREE Information 

( 505 ) 445-3615 

V I NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER 

RO. Box 700, Dept. SOF, Raton, New Mexico 87740 


SOF LOGO ITEMS and 
| BACK ISSUES are now for SALE| 
on OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

SOF CONVENTION 2000, 
celebrating 25 years of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Magazine, coming to 
Las Vegas, 

11-15 OCTORER 2000 


SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds mus¬ 
cle, strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate 
Testosterone level 200%. Enhances virility— 
Instant recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 


I SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call: 1-800-601-2212, Ext. SP7770. 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 


SURVEILLAHCE 


Electro-Optics Proudly Presents, Tiny 
Wireless Micro Video Cameras, Micro Security 
Cameras that hook to TV and VCR only $49.00. 
Online-Catalog www.covertsurveillance.com 
<http://www.covertsurveillance.com> Orders 1- 
888-474-9409 


TRAINING 


BOUNTY HUNTER, STOLEN-CHILD, AND 
BODYGUARD TRAINING BY PROFESSION¬ 
ALS. Call or write for details: National Institute, 
PO BOX 32230, Tucson, AZ 85751. 
520.290.8051 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 
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WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles' 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 
military trucks, more. 

100’s of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 




VEHICLES 




WEBSITES 


Elite Tactical and 
Bodyguard Training! 


Now available! Elite, hands on professional training in 
the isolation of Ground Zero Compound under International expert 
Mark Yates, learn all aspects of Tactical and VIP Protection through 





FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 

FIGHT BACK! Unique Weapons / smallest wire¬ 
less cameras / www.personalarms.ccm 

NEED AN ALTERNATIVE NATIONALITY, 

ALTERNATIVE ID? Privacy Products, offshore 
information? www.expatworId.org 

K-9 HANDLER TEAMS & TRAINING. Close 
Protection and Surveillance, www.cqbk9.com 

ONLY 50 CAL BODY ARMOUR on Earth 
Breast & Back Plate httpV/www.americanwhite- 
linen.com/ 

POLICE BADGES, Guns, Weapons “Find Icon 
Win Gift” www.maxsell.com (954-568-1480) 


Berkeley & Associates,Inc. 

E-mail: berkassoc@aDl.cam 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 205, Eept.SF, Nortbport, AL 35473 
lei (205) 342-3306 ■ Website: www.berkassoc.com 


SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT - Brochure Si. 
MICROTRON, Box 2240, Wheeling, WV 26003. 
http://ourworld.cs.com/microtron007 

FREE VACATIONS TO POPULAR DESTINA- 
TIONS, U.S. and Mexico, no Obligation. 
http://internet.ewav.net/grant/survey.shtml 

Civil War/Western Pistols, swords, rifles, and 
spittoons. www.colIectorsarmory.com (954) 568- 
1480 

SERIOUS MONEY PART TIME FROM HOME. No 

fee. No inventory, www.lifepluskickstart.com/ 
earl.asp 1-888-784-1704 

THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION - A Guide- 
book to Joining. $37 USD - go to 
www.Salvobooks.co.uk 


• HAT PINS • MEDALS • 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 



HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
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ARMY-NAVY V - _ 

AIRFORCE-MARINES J 

DESERT STORM RINGS AVAIL. w 

PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World’s largest selection of military 
rings. Over 1000 combinations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color citelog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

P.O. Box 12229, Prescott, AZ 86304 

(successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 

www.t-jjewelry.com 


Authentic U.S. Govt. Issue Army / Navy 
Surplus. Best prices - OnLine catalog 
www.americanarmynavy.com Phone 888-566- 
ARMY 
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A Right Worth Fighting For 


S ecretary of Defense William 
Cohen should be given a medal 
— by America’s enemies, that is 
— for allowing our armed forces to drop 
to the lowest point of combat readiness 
and morale I’ve eyeballed since the first 
shots of the Korean War were fired 
almost 50 years ago. 

Now this so-called Republican, still 
flaunting his Clinton drag, is at it again 
— assaulting every U.S. citizen’s individ¬ 
ual rights and basic freedom by not pun¬ 
ishing a Privacy Act breach. 

In 1998, two of Cohen’s Defense 
Department assistants — Kenneth H. 

Bacon and Clifford Bernath — violated 
the Privacy Act by wrongfully giving 
New Yorker magazine writer Jane Mayer 
information from Linda Tripp’s person¬ 
nel file. 

Because of their unlawful actions, the 
world learned Tripp was busted as a teen¬ 
ager for larceny — a charge later reduced 
to loitering — an arrest Tripp had chosen 
not to disclose. 

Cohen’s own Pentagon inspector gen¬ 
eral concluded that Bacon and Bernath 
broke the law. The IG report says the 
harm to Tripp’s privacy caused by the 
release of his information outweighed 
any public benefit. 

Cohen didn’t fire these two creeps nor 
order that they be tried and, if found 
guilty, sent to the slammer just as 
Watergaters Charles Colson and John Dean were when they 
played their dirty tricks. Cohen didn’t even slap his culprits’ 
wrists. Instead, he sent each a letter that expressed not the outrage 
that would have been appropriate, but “disappointment.” No 
“FELON” stamped on their foreheads, as happened to Colson and 
Dean, effectively removing them forever from positions of public 
trust. No pink slip. No jail time. 

Come November — typical of Cohen’s double-standard style 
— Bacon and Bernath will be free to cash in on high-paying press 
jobs with a liberal news network or two as payoffs for their 
shameless service to President Clinton. 

This is a sorry example for the troops. In the U.S. military, the 
Privacy Act is drilled into all the ranks from Day One. To violate 
it is a career-ender. Every guardian of our defenses knows by 
heart the strict regulations that govern the Privacy Act, and they 
all know its purpose is to protect our citizens’ civil rights. If a cor¬ 
poral or a colonel had broken this federal law, they’d be in the 
slammer faster than a drill sergeant can bark “Ten hut.” 

Now Cohen is blatantly telling the troops that the Pentagon 


brass are a law unto themselves, and that 
the rules of this land don’t apply to the 
people at the top. Next, he’ll be tossing 
citizens in the slammer without due 
process, as if we were some banana 
republic. 

Yet, look at his web site — http:// 
www.defenselink.mil/osd/topleaders.html 
— and you’ll see more Privacy Act warn¬ 
ings than Pentagon doublespeak. 

Funny how this release happened just 
when Tripp blew the whistle on Clinton’s 
Oval Office sexcapades with his intern 
girl-toy Monica Lewinsky. Gee, could it 
be that someone on high was out to smear 
Tripp — a standard tactic to destroy a 
whistleblower’s credibility — for bring¬ 
ing on the Starr investigation? 

Sure, what Tripp did to her supposed¬ 
ly close pal Lewinsky was the Pearl 
Harbor of betrayals. A person would 
have to be pretty benevolent to cut the 
woman much slack. 

But Linda Tripp’s flawed character 
doesn’t change the fact that violating her 
privacy was wrong. This is a matter of 
principle, one that’s fundamental to what 
our country stands for and one that we 
must continue to uphold and defend. 

The Clinton administration has an 
eight-year track record of violating the 
privacy rights of their perceived enemies. 
We know, for example, about the 900 FBI 
files in a Clintonite’s hands that were 
eagerly mined for dirt on Reagan and Bush administration 
appointees — another outrageous breach that to date has also 
been allowed to go unpunished. 

Enough is enough. The Pentagon must be held to a higher 
standard. Cohen should be fired for dereliction of duty, and 
Bacon and Bernath should be prosecuted for violation of the 
Privacy Act. 

If we don’t draw the line now, we might as well forget about 
it. Between Cyber-world, Clinton, Cohen and the rest of the feds, 
we soon won’t have any privacy left to worry about. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 2000 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s new book, a novel, 

The Price of Honor, is now available. ^ 



Col David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled (( Defending 
America. ” “Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won } t carry his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you *d 
like to see “Defending America ” on the Op- 
Ed page. It’s syndicated by King Features , 
235 E. 45 th St., New York, NY 10017. 
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breathe 


sasmasks.com 

For more info, call us TOLL-FREE @ 1.877.GAS.MASK 

(1.877.427.6275) 

military gas masks • civilian gas masks • NBC hoods • filters • gloves • spectacle kits • chemical protective suits • potassium iodide • shelters 
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Solid stainless steel, Power alarm, Date window, Revolving countdown bezel, 
Speed tachymeter, Elapsed time, w/r 333 ft., Full glow tritium hands, Steel and 
rubber strap, 5 year warranty, 30 day money back guarantee, Same day shipping 


Credit card orders call: 1.800.544.4365 operator D195 

CHASE-DURER: 270 N. Canon Drive #1402-D195 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 


ALABAMA Enterprise CATHART (334) 347-3703 Selma ROGER BUTLER (334) 874-4616 ARIZONA Chandler TRENDS (602) 899-5555 Phoenix ARGO (602) 997-8595 Scottsdale SCHUBACH (888) 724-8222 
CALIFORNIA Bakersfield CARRIAGE (661) 322-2246 Beaumont SWISS ARMY POCKET PALS (909) 769-1820 Beverly Hills DENMARK (310) 859-0607 RAPHAELS (310) 275-6211 Burbank TIMEPIECES (818) 
559-9557 Canoga Park PRECIOUS IMAGE (818) 883-2196 Carmel WINGS AMERICA (831) 626-9464 Century City ARVA (310) 556-1317 Chico SCOTT’S FIFTH Ave. (530) 899-7080 Costa Mesa JOSTMAR (714) 

966- 2661 Covina ROGER GAMA (626) 858-5256 Fresno KARKAZIAN (559) 224-9019 Glendora GOLD’N’TIME (626) 857-0717 Granada Hills BOYADJIAN (818) 831-0753 Hermosa Beach SEYMOUR (310) 379- 
5401 Huntington Beach DIAMOND OBSESSIONS (714) 841-5859 La Jolla C.J.CHARLES (858) 454-5390 Long Beach MKOTT PICH (562) 433-3530 Marina Del Rey UNIVERSAL (310) 301-9797 Monterey 
GASPERS (831) 375-5332 Newport Beach NEWPORT CLOCK AND WATCHES (949) 723-2333 N. Hollywood GENERALES (818) 763-9768 Palm Desert NEWPORT GALLERY (760) 674-8066 Pasadena VALIA'S 
(626) 795-5602 Redlands GALLAGHER (909) 798-5446 Redondo Beach FINLEY'S (310) 791-3052 San Bernardino TEKIN BROS (909) 888-2369 San Diego LONDON GATE (619) 270-6565 San Dimas Y2K 
(909) 592-0666 San Luis Obispo B. ANTHONY (805) 544-8988 San Pedro RON’S (310) 833-4024 RON’S (310) 832-1272 Santa Clara COUNTY COMM (408) 244-4750 Sherman Oaks TIC TIME (818) 905- 
9333 Simi Valley JEWEL TIME (805) 527-9930 Studio City VALLEY'S GEM (818) 761-1729 Tarzana DARVA (818) 881-4653 Thousand Oaks THE GOLD STORE (805) 495-5464 Torrance DEL TIME (310) 370- 
8463 DEL TIME (310) 214-4985 Vacaville GUNS & GEAR (707) 451-1199 Venice GOOD SEE CO, (310) 452-5357 Visalia JEWELRY CLUB (559) 625-3119 Yorba Linda DAVID HAYMAN (714) 996-9032 
COLORADO Beaver Creek JEWELS BY SHILPI (970) 748-0441 Denver ATLANTIS GEM (303) 825-3366 RIGHT TIME (888) 846-3388 Fort Collins VINTAGE CLOCK (970) 482-8529 Grand Junction PAGE-PARSON 
(970) 242-3420 Greeley WEISS JEWELERS (970) 352-6580 Longmont LARKSPUR (303) 684-8181 CONNECTICUT Greenwich JEWELRY BY ROSE (203) 869-4054 New Haven SAVITT JEWELERS (203) 865-6121 
Orange SYKES-LIBBY (203) 799-1334 Stamford PETER SUCHY (203) 327-0024 R. HOLLANDER (203) 363-2200 Wethersfield STERLING JEWELERS (860) 529-1187 FLORIDA Boca Raton ALTIER (561) 395- 
3462 Bradenton HEITEL JEWELERS (941) 792-1781 Clearwater ZOLTN (727) 536-4478 Cocoa Beach BEACH JEWELERS (407) 783-3756 Gainesville MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS (352) 331-8396 
Jacksonville MARKS & MORGAN (904) 363-2080 Miami GOLDTIME CORP. (305) 534-8898 AAA WATCH CONNECTION (305) 388-3490 Orlando MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS (407) 855-5719 AIR ORLANDO 
ACQISITION (407) 896-0721 Palm Harbor MARC ANTHONY (727) 789-9005 SUTTON (727) 771-0205 Pinellas Park FLORIDA JEWELRY (727) 521-0098 Sarasota SARASOTA GOLD & SILVER (941) 371-1644 
Spring Hill GOLDSMITH (352) 686-7358 Sunrise THE DIAMOND CENTER (954) 846-7181 St. Petersburg B.D. PEARLS (727) 827-0978 GOLDEN SAILS (727) 381-1414 Tampa ALDO BRIONI (813) 253-2288 
G. ALLAN (813) 968-4834 GOLD PALMS (813) 839-2496 KING JEWELRY (813) 287-2599 Vero Beach DUBOSE (561) 770-9160 GEORGIA Augusta DORIS DIAMOND (706) 733-6747 Savannah MARKS & 
MORGAN (912) 925-0497 HAWAII Honolulu CREATIONS IN GOLD (808) 923-8777 Waipahu DIAMOND C0.(808) 676-3440 IDAHO Coeur D’alene WATCHES BY GOSH (208) 667-3305 ILLINOIS Chicago 
SABRINA GIFT SHOP (773) 275-6291 Lake Forest CLOCKWORKS (847) 234-7272 INDIANA Zionsville JEWEL BOX (317) 873-5076 KANSAS Garden City LINENBERGER (316) 276-2770 Kansas City SOL'S (913) 
371-4848 LOUISIANA Monroe R&A (318) 323-3401 MARYLAND Annapolis U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY (410) 293-2408 MASSACHUSETTS Florence MURDUFF’S (413) 586-8760 Hyannis GUERTIN BROS. (508) 771- 
3706 South Orleans CLOCK SHOP AT PLEASANT BAY (508) 240-0175 MICHIGAN Grandville SIEGEL (616) 531-6282 West Bloomfield DION’S (248) 539-1181 MINNESOTA Minneapolis THURSTON (612) 823- 
0778 MISSOURI Liberty THE POLISHED EDGE (816) 781-6360 NEW MEXICO Albuquerque DYLAN JONES (505) 888-1331 N. CAROLINA Ashoboro PEDDYCORD (336) 625-0170 Asheville W. GALYEAN (828) 274- 
9014 Fayetteville RHUDY’S (910)488-2971 Salisbury DEE’S (704) 636-7110 Waxhaw THE BEAD MERCHANT (704) 843-5509 NEW HAMPSHIRE Hampton SEACOAST COIN & JEWELRY (603) 926-7771 NEW 
JERSEY Atlantic City BRANDEIS at CAESARS (609) 340-1335 Bayonne AARON GOLD (201) 823 1720 Clifton AYEN’S (973) 614-0506 Eatontown TOWN & COUNTRY (732) 542-0456 Elizabeth SALERMO (908) 
289-7791 Englewood LEBSON (201) 568-0907 Gloucester City GLOUCESTER (856) 456-4113 Hawthorne GREGARIO DESIGNS (201) 327-8920 Jersey City TIME SQUARE (201) 656-3326 Linwood WATCH 
WEAR (609) 926-3409 Passaic Park KALIN (973) 777-5526 Pt Pleasant Beach GOLD FEVER (732) 892-3535 Secaucus MHATANI (201) 348-1557 South River GRECO (732) 254-6161 Whitehouse Station 
TALL CEDARS (908) 534-1568 NEVADA Las Vegas BERGER & SON (702) 737-7118 GOLD CASTLE LUXOR (702)731-0150 THE WORLD MERCHANTS (702) 383-8333 Reno HORSESHOE (775) 323-4554 NEW 
YORK Baldwin THE PILOT SHOP (516) 623-8823 Massapequa LINDA SHOP (516) 541-2888 Monroe MONROE JEWELERS (914) 783-2361 New York FINESSE (212) 967-6853 KAMI A SoHo (212) 334-6046 LAS 
AMERICA (212) 966-4556 SEAPORT WATCH CO. (212) 571-6400 VINCENT GERARD (212) 732-6400 Nanuet MAMARI JEWELERS (914) 627-0916 Rome ENGELBERT'S (315) 337-3100 Rye RYE JEWELERS (914) 

967- 6633 Schenectady NORTHEASTERN (518) 372-3604 Staten Island ALWAYS THE BEST (215) 787-5050 BANDSTAND (718) 983-7996 GOFF (718) 698-7075 OKLAHOMA Enid BELL (580) 234-8434 Oklahoma 
City BARKET (405) 722-7485 TRUST HOUSE (405) 842-0554 PENNSYLVANIA Allentown SALOMON (610) 433-1511 Butler GOLDEN DREAMS (724) 282-4653 Easton BEVERLY PALM (610) 258-7256 Emmaus 
RICHARD’S (610) 967-5563 Feasterville PRECISION WATCH (215) 355-6403 Jenkintown FANTASTIC JEWELERS (215) 885-9296 Kennett Square BOVE (610) 444-4525 Harrisburg JEWELBOX ON THE SQUARE 
(888)-JEWLBOX Philadelphia D’ANTONIO & KLEIN (215) 592-8956 GOVBERG (215) 557-1002 TIME WORKS (215) 482-5959 WATCHES ETC. INT. (215) 922-4088 Pittsburgh CHAPEL HILLS JEWELRY (412) 782- 
1751 Stroudsburg STOCKEL (717) 421-0590 PUERTO RICO San Juan RELOJES Y RELOJES (787) 754-7250 RHODE ISLAND Middletown WATCHES ETC. (401) 847-4179 North Kingstown BROWNE & CO. (401) 
295-2420 SO CAROLINA Charleston MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS (843) 572-1171 Lake City STRICKIAND JEWELRY (843) 394-8632 TEXAS Dallas BATKY (214) 357-6667 San Antonio K&S WATCH (210) 599- 
9337 Wimberley JOHN GREER & ASSOC. (512) 847-1046 UTAH Salt Lake City MT. OLYMPUS (801) 277-6688 Sandy TIMEPIECES (801) 816-7744 VIRGINIA McLean DIAMOND CREATIONS (703) 883-1818 
WASHINGTON La Conner TWO MOONS (360) 466-1920 Marysville WAGNER (360) 653-8200 Redmond ALL WOUND UP (425) 556 9442 Spokane WATCH WORLD (509) 482-0743 Vancouver PACIFIC JEWELERS 
(800) 432-3410 TIME KEEPER (360) 896-2040 WASHINGTON D.C SWISS WATCH WORKS (202) 333-4550 WISCONSIN Wisconsin Rapids DIAMOND JEWELERS (715) 423-8333 MEXICO LIVERPOOL STORES 








